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Some Likely Questions Concerning the Proposed Reopening of NYCC Before the Fall of 2020 

1.  Why doesn’t NYCC just wait until phase 4 in the Fall?   

There are several reasons.   Our school is on trimesters, so our students attend class year-

round.  From March, they have been taught traditional classes remotely, and given incomplete 

grades for the clinical classes.  If this continues through the summer, great hardship will exist for 

the students to make up these clinical incompletes.  We want to avoid creating a very difficult hole 

for them to climb out of. With all due respect, when the Governor puts education in phase 4, we 

believe he realizes this semester is almost over and there is no real harm to waiting for the fall,  

summer school is not essential and can be taught remotely, traditional teaching and classrooms 

lack space for social distancing.  NYCC does not fall into the traditional pattern. We are on 

trimesters, have clinical teaching needs, has more than adequate space to practice distancing, it is 

a health care community familiar with efforts to avoid the spread of germs and disease and are 

located in the Finger Lakes Region.  In a nutshell, it cannot wait and based on special 

circumstances does not need to wait to be safe.  

2. How many students have to be on campus at any one time? Can they be brought in 

slowly? 

As part of our plan we will be using multiple building spread out through campus.  The 

buildings are to be used for hands-on course work only, all teaching that can continue to be taught 

remotely will be.  The plan is that each building is minimally used to decrease density and 

maximize social distancing.  There will be specific instructions for students on where to park and 

how to enter the building.  The hand-on courses will be staggered as to prevent non-purposeful 

concentrations of people.  (see map on next page).   Student break down:   

Maximum students participating in hands on course work on campus spread out 

over all the buildings identified, see map, strictly adhering to the safety plan: 228 

maximum  

  Student housing: 45 

This is not an additional number and is included in the 228 above, just split out to show 

our plans to provide minimal housing following our safety plan.  Overall, we have 166 available 

rooms (161 rooms & 5 RD apartments) in 5 dorms.  We would be occupying 45 of those rooms.  

We could eliminate common areas if needed to prevent gatherings (have to keep kitchens & 

laundry open).  27% of total occupancy.   

It is our plans to slowly bring back students, only bringing back those who have the most 

incomplete grades first until August when we would plan on reaching the maximum of 228 

students.  Students would still take lecture material online and we not be using any traditional 

classroom space to teach. It is this traditional classroom teaching that is in phase 4 and prohibited 

summer school.      



 

  172122.1 5/26/2020 

 

3. What is the date being looked at? How much time do we have? 

We are prepared to start as early as June 22nd.  We would plan to be up to 228, the maximum 

before phase 4 is permitted, in August.  Again, that 228 would spread out in over 5 buildings.  That 

is still 9-10 weeks away.   As a result of some preliminary comments from the Health Department, 

we have accepted their only two suggestions and added ADA language and accommodations to 

the safety plan.  If there are more suggestions from the Health Department that deal with the safety 

of the Plan, we are very willing to modify the Plan, based upon reasonable suggestions from the 

Health Department.  

4. The Health Department has recommended against allowing the opening of the NYCC 

campus until phase 4 reopening is permitted.  Do you have any comments?   

Yes, to the extent the health department is citing the fact the traditional education moving 

from remote teaching to on-site classrooms, that ignores the special facts presented by NYCC.  It 

ignores NYCC special circumstances and lumps them in with traditional classes that can be taught 

remotely such as public-school education and traditional college courses.  NYCC intends to have 

its traditional course work opened as part of phase 4.  That is why it is only asking for the eventual 

return of 228 students and leaving the remaining 372 to stay home and wait for phase 4 to be 

reached.  It has pressing need to return the 228, has incredible space opportunities so the clinical 

work can be taught to them and is located in the Finger Lakes.   

5. You reference unique space opportunities for hands-on instruction on the campus? 

What do you mean by that?  

The buildings on campus can accommodate instruction for over 1000 students.  Our plan 

is to gradually get up to 228 students for clinical instruction only. We have added space to our 

existing clinical areas by converting dining halls and our large athletic center to teaching locations. 

Perhaps the best way to show what we have done is with a campus map.    
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A. Athletic Center (gymnasium) 

27,798 sq. feet.   

Normal maximum occupancy: 1,532 people 

 Social distancing max: 193 chiropractic laboratory tables / 386 people  

NYCC plans: 2 Technique labs divided by partition, 20 tables per lab max 40 students / lab 

80 students max  
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B. North and East Dinning Hall (opened to create a common space) 

 4,570 sq. feet 

 Normal maximum occupancy: 210 people 

 Social distancing max 26 chiropractic laboratory tables / 52 people  

NYCC plans: 16 chiropractic laboratory tables / 32 students  

C. Academic I building 3 separate computer labs    

LO9 – 1,219 sq. ft., Max occupancy 42, Social distancing max: 8 students 

 LO4 – 1,219 sq. ft., Max occupancy 42, Social distancing max. 8 students 

 LO3 1081sq feet max occupancy 42, Social distance max. 7 students  

Academic I clinical space 

LO1: Clinical Laboratory, 1,564 sq ft.  Max occupancy 45, social distancing 11 tables (22 

students) 

Will not be used at the same time as computer labs above to maximumly decrease 

density in area as these classrooms are on the same floor.  

202: Clinical laboratory, 2,108 sq. feet, Max occupancy 60, Social distancing max 14 tables 

(28 students) 

D. Academic III building lobby  

 2,915 sq. feet    

Normal max. occupancy: 70 people, Social distancing max:  20 chiropractic tables / 40 

students  

NYCC plans: 15 chiropractic laboratory tables / 30 students 

E. Library Portrait Hall  

 Sq feet=3,317, Normal Max Occupancy: 276 people, Social distancing max: 23 table (46 

people) 

 NYCC plans: 10 chiropractic clinical tables (20 students)   
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F. Research building sports rehab room 

1,559 sq. feet, Normal max. occupancy 60 people    

NYCC plans: 15 people  

Blown-Up Map 
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Total Campus Area: 286 Acres 
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