
  

 



 

 

SAMPSON 

Along the shore of Seneca Lake 
tn Romulus, there is a state park. 
Each summer hundreds of campers 
spend a week or so relaxing and 
having fun. Only a few buildings 
disturb the horizon. For the 
most part there is little to 
distract f rom the pristine 
beauty of the land . Except for 
the fact that many trees have 
been taken away, it must appear 
much as it was in 1779 when the 
men in Sullivan and Clinton's 
Armies crossed the same area. 

Somewhat over 40 years ago, 
the same area presented a com
pletely different kind of 
'picture', for this is the loc
ation of the former Sampson 
Naval Station/Junior College/ 
Air Force Base. 

In 1941, the U.S. government 
informed residents anc town 
officials of Romulus and Varick 
that it was planning to build a 
major munitions depot in the 
area. All or part of 22 military 
lots were taken over by the gov
ernment. 

In 1942, the crovernment ann
ounced it would-requ i re more 
land in Romulus where it would 
build a naval base to train 
recruits. This time less land 
was taken but a number of land
owners were forced to sell 
their land. The base took in 
2,700 acres; the depot covered 
11,000 acres. 

One must wonder why Seneca 
County and Romulus were selected 
a second time. The site along the 
lake was certainly an asset. 
Perhaps the government officials 
thought it would be better to 
upset a few more residents in 
the same area than to go to 

another section of the state and 
stir up a n~w group . Even in Seneca 
County, most of the residents were 
aggreeable to the building of both 
the depot and the naval base. It 
did r"'1"ide many jobs · and most 
felt it was their patriotic duty 
to do whatever was necessary in 
the war effort. 

Local newspapers began giving 
out inform~tion regarding the naval 
station about May 1942. On May 17, 
1942 when President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt announced the building 
of the naval t raining center, he 
noted it would be named in honor 
of Rear Admiral Richard T. Sampson, 
a nat ive of Palmyra, Wayne Co. He 
was a commander of the North 
Atlantic Naval Squadron which car
ried out the blockade of Cuba and 
defeated the Spanish squadron under 
Admiral Cervera at the Battle of 
Santiago. 

Later when it became an air 
force base , the City of Geneva asked 
that it be re ·1amed Taylor Air Force 
Base in honor of two pilots wh o 
lost the1r lives in World War II. 

One newspaper article noted that 
two stores, 12 houses and 75 summer 
cottapes were affected by the 
bui11.1111g of the naval station . An
other noted a few permanent res
idences . ~nd 200 summer cottages . 
In considering the amount of lake 
frontage involved, it would seem 
that the first account would be m 
more accurate. 

The Ov id Gazette noted the pro 
ject wou ld cost $20 million to 
build . It wou ld be a recruit 
t raining center and technical 
school a~d would be able to acc om
modate 20,000 men. When the editor 
of the paper learned the stat1on 
would be called Sampson, he felt 
the new area should be named 
Dunlap for Rear Adimral Andrew 
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Dunlap of Ovid. 

The stores on the site were 
owned by Charles C. Garrison and 
Carl Crane. Crane moved his 
store to the north side of 
Kendaia. His old building was 
used for a time, by the gover
nment as an employment office. 
Two families W.A . Smith and Mrs . 
Martha Newman. had been forced 
to vacate their homes on the 
depot site. Now they were forced 
to move again. 

The government wanted the pro
ject to be finished yesterday_ 
and officials were somewhat di s
appointed by the p~ogress being 
made. The holdup was caused by 
delays in getting material to 
work with, and the need for more 
workers. In July 1942 there were 
about 6,000 workers at the site; 
iri August, about 12,000 were on 
the payro l. Now the problem was 
places for the men to stay . An 
old theater building and a former 
dance hall in Ovid and a couple 
of building in Geneva were de
signated as lodging places. 

The base was officially opened 
by Secretary of the Navy Fra~k 
Knox. In size it could be comp
ared to a city with a population 
of about 45,000. There were seven 
units of seamen being trai.!il~d. 
Each unit ~as comprised of 5,000 
men . Each unit had eight bowling 
alleys, a complete library, a 
soda fountain and eiaht billiard 
tables. For recreation there was 
also seven theaters, a very large 

Included a~cng the buildings was 
a l ,500 bed hospital. Capt. C. W • 
Carr of the U. 5. Navy was put in ~ 
cha~ce 0~ the hospital in September 
1942 and it ope~ed the following 
Februory. The hospital buildings were 
erected on the s2me plan as the barr
acks excep! they nae communicating 
corri~ors Gnd were made of more fire 
resistan~ construction . 

Ca~t . Carr had ~een attached 
to the nz~zl hospital at Great Lakes, 
Ill. ir. i9lv . He was in charge of 
a departw.ent of 75 medi cal, three 
dent al ar.d five pharmacist officers 
at Sampson . There was a staff of 440 
commissir~~d nurses and a civilian 
force of 225. 

Once the naval station was built 
there was little in the weekly news 
pe~er regarding its activities. T~e 
local paper woul~ tell of the various 
orgar.izations and ~he American Red 
Cross volu~~eers and the USO visit-
ing the base. · 

On Nov . 20, 1942 , the paper noted 
that Paui Edward Wilt of Jamestown 
was the first ~a!lor to die at Sampson. 
He hzd bee~ at the base 12 days . The 
next ~e~k . Joseon P. ?icciar do, of 
:-: E:: ~1 "io r • K \. • t .r c.i'i e d at the stat i on . 
He had been there 22 dcys. 

About t~at ti~e. :n November or 
early Cecemoar, two of the barracks 
b~rned. aot h had just been completed 
and were as ;et, not occupied. At 
the time there were 22 such barracks 
completed, each was 40 by 100 feet 
and steed !00 feet apart . 

auditorium and seven swimming pools. The naval base was in operation. 
There wer also eight large gym- training recruits for three years. 
nasiums . When completed it was ~he During ~hat ~ime 411,429 men were 
second largest training center in processed. At the end of that period , 
the United States. Sampson became a separation center 

Although the work was not fully 
comp l"eted, the nava 1 base was 
formally established in Oc tober 
1942. 

for seaman returning from overseas. 

In ~arch 1945 , Sampson Hospital 
was designat~d as a naval tuberculosis 
center . Duri ng :hat fall, the hosp-
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ital reached its highest patient 
load with 3,500 patients. As the 
toad decreased, it beca~e apparant 
that the hospital at Sampson could 
also be closed down. 

At the end of World War lI, the 
base was aba ndoned by the navy. 
On July 2, 1946, the navy turned the 
site over to the War Assets Adm
inistration for disposal. 

In October 1946, Sampson College 
was dedicated by Gov. Thomas E. 
Dewey. A tota l of 2,825 veterans 
registered as students in a two 
year program of study in business 
administration, liberal arts and 
pre=engineering. It was under the 
jurisdiction of 10 major colleges 
and universities in the Central 
New York area. The college lasted 
for the time required to complete 
the various program It was dis
cqntinued in June 1949. 

The hospital area ~as taken over 
by the State Department of Mental 
Hygiene in December 1947. About 
1,000 elderly patients from other 
state mental hospital s were trans 
ferred to the facility . 

In July 1949, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture took over a driil 
hall and a block of ~areho~ses to 
store wheat and beans. Except for 
the partial use of the old hospital 
and the storage area, the base was 
more or less abandoned except for 
caretakers to keep ou t vandals. 

In March 1950, New York State 
appropriated $50,000 to convert 
the Sampson area into a state park. 
Following a number of discussions 
between state and U.S. Navy, a 
number of officials met at Lake 
Placid to sigr. leases, making 
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Sampson a state park. 

As though a part of a movie 
script, th~re was a last- minute 
cancellation. A telegram arrived 
at the meeting from Undersecretary 
of th e Navy D~n Kimba)l, halting 
negotiations . The navy informed 
the state it would be needing the 
center because of the Korean 
conflict. · 

In October 1950, Col. A. Kroeber, 
chief of bu i lding and grounds for 
the air force, w~nt to Sampson 
to survey the base to determine 
whether it would be suitable for 
an air force training ·center . 

Apparantly he decided it would be 
worth the effort for in November, 
Army, Navy and Air Force represent
atives met with federal state and 
local officials in New 'York to dis
cuss problems cf transferring the 
mental patients to other facilities 
and removi ng the grains that were 
stored at the base . About 70,00G 
bushel of wheat and 18,000 bags 
of beans had to be moved to other 
locations. 

Officials found 20 families of 
squatters had moved into some of 
the old navy housing units. When 
t hey w2 re told to move out, they 
did so only after they destroyed 
walls~ doo r s, windows and plumbing 
for being ordered out. 

An ea~ly estimate for re-construct
ion costs was $4 million. Work 
st arted w;th l,000 workmen . Within 
two months the workforce included 
3,500 civili nns. Costs soon leaped 
to over t~enty million and in 
Washir.gton, it was noted that 
repairs to the base might reach a 
totalof $50 million. 
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sexton f9r the rem~inder o'. his 
life. This was obvious an imp= 
ortant aspect of his life. He 

~as been dead for over 100 years, 
but through the local newspapers, 
a description of him, as sexton, 
remains. 

"In appearance he was tall, 
thin and straight as an arrow. 
He had a full head of snow-white 
hair. At funerals in his capacity 
as sexton he would meet a funeral 
procession at the gates of the 
cemetery, hat in hand. He would 
lead the mourners to the cemetery 
plot, bowing and waving his arms. 

Ira and Samuel and many other 
members of the family are buried 
in Lakeview Cemtery in Interlaken. 

o o o o o o o a o o o o o 

JONATHAN BURROUGHS Was in Fay
ette, or Washington as it was 
then called in 1806. He was 
overseer of the road at that time 
He was born in 1769 according to 
his cemetery record. He wife 
Mercy Edington was born in 1773 . 
She was the daughter of Philip 
Edington who died in Fayette about 
1816, and so they were probably 
married in Seneca County. 

Burroughs purchased several 
parcels of land. First, in 1805 
on Romulus 16 . In 1807 he and 
tlercy turned over some of this 
property to Jona than Burroughs, 
Sr. of Amwell, Hunterdon Co. NJ. 

In 1806 he als o bought a lot 
on the south side of the Seneca 
Outlet, next to Samuel Bear's 
gristmill with the privilege of 
the' water. In 1809, he bought a 
piece of property, possibly the 
same parcel, from Thomas Neal of 
Gorham . It was village lot 17 in 
Jefferson o~ Scouyase. Possibly, 
the death of Samuel Bear in 1807 
made it necessary to clear his 
title. 
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Jonathan Burroughs ran a tavern for 
sever a I ye a rs . It i s not 'def i n it e 1 y 
known whether it was on Lot 16 or on 
the ville:::ie lot, probably in the vill
aoe. His first tavern license was 
issued on Aug. 8, 1820 . On Feb. 9, 
1821 he wus indicted for running a 
disorderly ho use a0d had to pay 
a fine . 

He was arrested twice in 1822 
for assault, one against Lodowick 
5tofflet, and another time against 
L~wis Knox. Stofflet also accused 
h!m of perjury but he was acquitted 
en this indictment. 

He died April 26, 1841, and his 
wife Mercy died Oct . 28, 1854 . They 
are buried in Burgh Cemetery . He 
was survived by several children acc
crding to his will: sons, Allen or 
Aaron. Jonathan E. , Ephraim of 
Fayette; Philip of Portage; daughters, 
Hannah, wife of Thorn1s Shankweiler, 
Fayette ; Abigail, wife of Israel 
H. Squires, Julia Anna, wife of 
Mahlon Burtless; Seneca Falls ; Elean
orwife of Isaac Van Cleaf of Tyre and 
Mahala wife of William Larzalere of 
Lenawee Co., Mich. 

0 0 0 0 0 ~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

JOHN PARKHURST ls mentioned in 
the 1878 History of Seneca County 
but only as Mr. Pa~khurst. In reading 
~nrocgh th e old history it is app
ar ant that very little direct re
search was done. Only those records 
tnat were easy to copy were used 
and much of the information came 
from the "old-timer" who were still 
living in those days. 
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