
 

 
 

Special Note: 

This particular newsletter issue raised some problems when it came to scanning in the 
various pages trying to keep the numbering sequence that Betty Auten used in the 
original newsletter issue. First, because there was not a page 44 in her original version, 
page number 44 in this scanned version has no information. Second, in her newsletter she 
included an 1850 map of the town of Ovid (following page 32) and a copy of the first 
page of Book 1 of Common Pleas for Seneca County (following page 36). Because she 
did not number the pages for those two visuals, these two visuals pages appear in this 
scanned version as pages 47 and 48 so as to keep the page numbering that Mrs. Auten 
used in her original. 

Walt Gable 
Seneca County Historian 
9-28-06 
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ANNEXATION 
or 

HOW TO CUT UP A TASTY AND 
VALUABLE PIECE OF PIE 

As one collects and studies the 
early records that chronicle the 
events as the area opened to th e 
pioneer settlers, one become~ 
aware of the attempts to manipu -

.H 

late . As the early fam ilies sett-
led along the wat erways and in the 
forests of Onondaga, Cayuga and 
Seneca Counties, others had contin~ed 
farther west befo re settling down. 

Ontario County was organized in 
1789 and it then er.compcssed all th 
the area west of Seneca to Ontario 
and Erie lakes. 

As more people settled they felt 
the need of local represe~tation . 
It was no easy matter tc have to 
travel to the county seat in Onon
daga County from Wolcott to the 
north and Ov id or Uylsses to the 
south . After 1799 when Cayuga Co. 
was formed, the county s~at was at 
Cayuga village and later at Aurora. 

By 1800 there were several ~hous
and people in what is ~cw Senei.u 
County and the fo rm~tion of a new 
county was first discu sseu in 1802 . 
Several ideas were intrcducec. 
One was the division of Cayug3 
County east and west by a line start 
ing at Seneca Lake. running east on 
a line between Romulus and 0vid, 
crossing Cayuga Lake and the town
ships of Scipio and Sempronius to 
Onondaga County. The territory 
north of this line would remain as 
Cayuga Cou nty ~ith th~ county seat 
at C=iyuga. 1he area south of the 
line would ex~end to Ulysses and 
the coun~y seat would be at Ithaca. 
No name was suygest~a for thi s area 

The second proposition ~as basic
ally the same as the one adopted by 
the Legislature in 1804 in the 
fo rmation of Seneca County . About 
/Mill built 1817, torn dowr !970's 

t :1 e s a ;n e ~. ir11 e t: :'! <' t i1 er· ~ :- J po s i +. i o n 
was made by Hi 11 iarn Po\·1ei: a11d 
others !n Ont tr lo County, thct 
part of Onturi0 ar.u a par~ of 
what was t~en Cayupa be fo r~€d intc 
• "ew :~~nty . Thi~ would h3ve in= 
clJded ··:~r.eva. · ne Ontario cour:t; 
sea ~ ha <l ~~~n ~£tab~ist~d at 
Can<..L.i c: i-: ... t . 

MJr.~: of ' . ·: tu£ i nt!s5:::E.11 and to11 r. 
offici~ls o; Gene~a felt that the 
cou nty SG J~ s11ould be at Geneva 
For mnn wears vrrious officials 
p u s l) e d f 0 r a n fl e x a t i 0 n w i t h p a rt s 0 ~ 
Seneca C0u nty so thot Geneva could 
be ~sta~!ished as a county seat. 

On April 3, !827, application was 
made to t1~ state legislature for 
erection of a new county which 
would include Phelps and Seneca 
from Ontario; Junius and Fayette f 
fro ::i Seneca . 1 n l 8 i 7 , U 1 y s s es , Co., e 
and Hector and £On~ into the for~
aticn cf Tompkins County. Covert wa 
i"'~t11rned to Seneca, tilo years later 

In 1329 anat~er app:!c~tion was 
n~de . ~his time the r5quest ~as for 
t :Vi tow r. s c f PI.~ ; :;s 3 rid ~ ·~ r. ': r. a i n 
Onc3~io C0~nty J~~ the f ive nort~ 
to;1~s 0f Se:i ~c c : 7yre, Junius, 
Se~~ca Fall;, Waterloo and ~af~~: e . 
Li~:l2 matter tha! the tow~s had 
JUS~ ~~e~ for~ed from the major 
to~n of Junius . Court house s ~auld 
t her be est~blished at Eeneva and 

llu( II .. :O: l1hr1tlol~t • ;: r11 ., H 1hU-h.; :..!. \!ill .~ 

:,. •I• " • 1f! , 1$ { 
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~ity area protested against the 
annexation 

The Board of Supervisors of 
Seneca County passed a reso lu
tion noting it would be a great 
detriment to the people of the 
district because of increased 
taxation for which they would 
receive no benefit and it would 
also affect the rest of the 
town of Waterloo. 

OVID 

0 v i d w a s fo rm e d Ma r c h 5 , l 7 9 4 
a~ ~ town in ONONDAGA County when 
Onondaga was set off from Herkimer 
In 1799 it became part cf Cayuga 
County and five yea rs I ater, in 
1804, Seneca was org anized. The 
original town records have sur
vived. Cayuga does no ~ have the 
records from 1799 to !804. It is 
not known whether the earliest 
records survi•e in Onondaga 
County. 

The Town of Ovid remained its 
orig inal size, encompassed with
in the boundaries of the milit 
ary townsip of Ovid, until 1817 
when the townships of Ulysses 
and Hector became a part of 
Tompkins County . At that time 
several of the military lots 

across the southern part of the 
county were included with Tomp. 
kins as Covert . Two years later, 
Covert was returned to Seneca 
County and in 1826, part of Ovid 
and Covert were taken off and 
formed into the town of Lodi. 
On April 7, 1817, the change put 
Covert in Tompkins and on April 
13, 1819 it was back in Seneca Co. 

In 1779 approximately 5 , 000 
men walked over the land when the 
Sullivan-Clinton Campaign occured. 
Most certainly, there were some 
among these men who later came 
back and settled in Ovid . 

The first listing of names of 
those wh o settled in the Ovid area 
are found in the town meeting 
records. These started in 1794 
were property owners for only such 
men could serve as a tawn official 

Two book s of historical records 
were copied in the l940's by local 
typists through the WPA • • The rj 
originql copies are at the County'-'. 
Clerk's office in Wa terloo ; a seco 
copy is located in Albany with the 
state historian. A microfilm copy 
is with the county historian's 
office and with the Genealogical 
Library of the LOS Church at Salt 
Lake City 

One collection in these books 
gives the names of farmers· who 
registered ear marks for their 
stock, some as early as Apr! 1 l, 
1794 

The first names appear to be 
men who settled in what is now 
Ovid and Lodi. Among the names 
listed are: Sila s. Oliver, Lewis, 
Nicholas and Jehial Ho well Halsey; 
Elijah and Ephraim Kinne; John 
Selah, Nathaniel Sutton , John, 
Benjamin and Rae 1 Swick; 
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Joseph Wilson, David Lacock; 
Abraham and Rynear Covert; Geo r ge 
Fausett and Henry Warton . 

According to the 1878 History 
of Seneca County, Andrew Dunlap 
was the first to settle in Ovid , 
coming from Pennsylvania. Listed 
among the more than 2,000 men who 
received a military lot for their 
services in the Revolutionary 
War is an Andrew Dunlap . One 
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might assume that this is the same 
Andrew uunlap. but in checking out 
the pension records , one finds that 
the man who received the lot 
lived in Massachesetts and died 
there. In the later years of his 
life he was blind . 

The Andrew Dunlap wh o settle 
Ovid was from Pennsylvania, acc
ording to the history. He was also 
a Revolutionary soldier, but since 
he owned a large portion of Lot 8 
in Ovid, he probably never applied 
fo r a pension. Andrew Dunlap came 
to Seneca County in May 1789 . His 
brother-in-law, Joseph Wilson 
came the same year, settled on 
lot 17 and Peter Smith settled on 
lot 7. 

In 1790, Abraham Covert and his 
son Abraham A. came from New Jersey 
and settled on Lot 27. The first 
to wn meeting was held on this loc 
ation . 

In 1792, John Seeley became the 
owner of Lot 3, on which which the 
village of Ovid was established . 
John Seeley died soon after settl 
ing in Ovid, but not before he 
provided the county with land on 
which to build the first court
house . A paper copied from the first 
common pleas book of the county, 
showed the original inter.t was to 
build the court house at Bailey-

town, (now Willard). 

Twin brothers Nicholas and 
Richard Huff settled on Lot 20, in 
1793 , coming from ttew Jersey . They 
had served in the Revolutionary War 

The first town officers , elec ted 
April I, 1794 were : Silas Halsey, 
supervisor; Joshua Wyckoff, town 
clerk ; Elijah Kinne, Abraham Covert 
George Fausett, assessors ; Abraham 
Sebring, collector; Elijah Kinne, 
Andrew Dunlap , overseers of the poo 
James Jack son, John Livingston, Joh 
Seeley , commissioners of highways; 
Henry Scivi ngton, Daniel Everts, 
Samuel Chiswell, fence viewers; 
Thomas Covert, pound master. Some 
of the men served in more than one 
capacity . 

Except for 1797 when.Peter Hughe 
was elected supervisor , Sil as Halse 
served in that position until 1805 
when James Van Horne became super
visor . 

An excellent way to tra ce the 
pioneer settlement is checking each 
lot througti the deeds . Combine this 
information with other local source 
and one can learn a great deal abou 
these early residents . 

lot 1. Several members of the 
Simpson fami ly owned this lot. An 
1826 deed is quite helpful for it 
statP.s that this is the lot upon 
which father Alexander Simpson died 
The lot was left to Henry, Lewis, 
Benjamin and Charles Simpson . Acc
ording to an early Geneva newspaper 
Alexander died Feb . 21, 1816. 

The lot orignally was pur chased 
by John Simpson, not mentioned in 
the above deed . Other sources noted 
that John Simpson wa s ove rseer of 
the highway in 1797 and he was the 

d 
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father of Anthony, John and 
Alexander Simpsor.. 

On Dec. 18, 1800, the Cay!Jga 
Commission granted all but the 
survey lots of Ovid 2, to Elijah 
Kinne. At the first Ovid town 
meeting, Elijah Kinne was named 
assessor, overseer of the poor, 
overseer of highways and fence 
\'iewer. 

In a deed, issued April 26, 1817 
Elijah Kinne turned over one 
acre of the lot for one dollar to 
the trustees of the First Presby
terian Church of Ovid . When he 
received Lot 2 from the commiss
i on , he also rec e i v e d Hann i b a l 4 0 , 
Locke 97, Marcellus 61 a~d Hector 
86. One would need to study 
Onondaga, Cayuga and Schuyler 
deeds to Iea~n how and when he 
disposed of these lots. 

On Sept. 3, 1800, John Seeley was 
granted all but of survey lots of 
Ovid 3, by the commission. In 
1794, Seeley was named one of the 
overseers of the ooor . It was on 
the western portion of this lot that 
the village of ~erona was estnb
lished . 

It was on tnis lot and lot 34 in 
Romulus that the first development 
of Seneca County occured. The two 
lots were wit hin walking distance 
of each other. Only one other lot , 
Five in the West Cayuga Reservation, 
showed a significant number of 
deed transfers i n those early 
years . Romulus 94 was Balleytcwn, 
now the hamlet of Willard. Five in 
the reservation was the western 
terminus of the Cayuga Bridge . 

On March l, 1807. John Seeley and 
wife Eleanor, turned over to the 
supervisors, a portion of the lot 
for $5, to build a court house. 
The supervisors at that time were: 
Jonas. Whiting of Ulysses; John 
Livingston of Pector ; James ~an 
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Horne of Ovid , John Sayre of Rom
ulus and Daniel Sayre of Junius. 

I~ 1790, Theodosius Fowler, for
merly a captain in the Revolut 
ionary War and now a broker in 
New York City, sold Lot 4 in Ovid 
to William Dunlap of Herkimer Co. 
This was one of the three lots he 
had received for his services in 
the war . Since this area was then 
a p~rt of Herkimer County, Dunlap 
'"a s p r o b a b l y a 1 re a d y h e r e in t h e 
county . To assure this transfer 
the Cayuga Commis~ion granted all 
but the survey l ots to Dunlap in 
l 80 I . 

In researching early deeds one 
can become overwhelmed with the 
complications that developed as 
1 an1 speculators bought" many of 
the lots of the Military Tract . 
One can synpa:hize with those men 
who invested thei r life's savings 
only to find the; did no~ have a 
clear title to their land . There 
are few de~s as uncomplicated as 
the~e ihre~. 

\n ll:a !~ Dunlap also purchased 
Ovid 8 i n 17~2 and turned that lot 
over to ~is brother Andre~ in 1801. 
;he ~~~:aos CQme to Seneca County 
with the:r father John, Joseph 
Wilson and e c~usin, John Purdy . 
They were araong the very first 
set:lers in the area. In 1805, 
William Qun!ap was elected trustee 
of the ne~ly orgar.ized Ovid Union 
Li~rary. Andrew Dunlap and Joseph 
Wilson he:d many early town offices 

rt is also wi th the early deeds 
one can es~ablisll where mills, 
schools, a~d cemeteries were starte 
In 1809, John ttcMath sold to Jared 
Sandford, 800 square feet and 
buildings on Ovid 27 for building 
of a school. 

' 

' 
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In 1815 John Charles had a dis
tillery on Ovid 24. This lot is 
along Cayuga Lake between Sheld
rake and Kidders. 

Two deeds show there was a 
cemetery on Ovid 9; one noted 
it was near the south part of the 
lot . One source named Jacob 
Striker as sexton for burying 
ground on Ovid 29, William Murphy 
for one on Ovid 30 and William 
Brown on Ovid 3 . This was the old 
village cemetery . This was in 
1800. 

Two early mi 11 s mentioned in 
Ovid deeds were located on Ovid 
23, known as the Hughes Mi ll in 
1816 ; and Ovid 16, there in 1811 . 

The deed for the one on Ovid 16 
said the property was to extend on 
both sides of the big creek, with 
sufficient distance from each 
bank for the mill, located 20 
rods above the big falls . 

In researching the combined 
information available under variou 
sources in county and town record, 
one can develop interesting 
data on each lot . Also on the 
families and businesses that 
existed on each of these l ots . 

(On ~he next page is a 
copy of the first page of 
Book 1, of Common Pleas , 
for Seneca County . ) 

LADIES OF OVID WHO VOTED IN THE FIRST STATE ELECTION JN 1918 

~argaret Anderson 
Clementine Allen 
Is abelle S. Abbott 
Mary G. Akins 
Grace Brewer 
Ida Boyer 
Marion Burr 
Anna B. Bennet t 
Lou Bodine 
J. Hazel Boyce 
Ethel Burke 
Ha rriet Beckwitn 
Emma Banker 
Gladys Barnes 
Emma B. Boyce 
Emma B. Bartlett 
Mary Biddle 
Mae Carey 
Clara Caywood 
Evelyn Cranney 
Bridget Clare 
Bessie Cassidy 
Mary Courtney 
Grace Chapman 
Sarah L. Craver 

Ella Auble 
Josephine Auble 
Susie Auble 
Mollie Asay 
Rose Boyer 
Ella Blew 
Myrtie 3lco!'ller 
Mary Boyce 
Pearl M. Beckley 
Gladys M. Soyce 
Sarah Bowl ~v 
Lillie Birdsai1 
Lovel Baley 
Stella Beckwith 
Florence D. B0yce 
Clara E. Brewer 
Annie Bishop 
Sarah Covert 
Alice Carroll 
Emma Cox 
Harriet Crawley 
Edith Carpenter 
Mary Cassidy 
Mary E. Craft 
Mary E. Craft 

Sarah C. Allen 
Nellie dnderson 
Mary Asay 
Floren::e Bodine 
Helen P. Boyce 
Maude Slew 
Edythe 5eardsley 
Elizebe~n Brokaw 
Helen Beardsley 
Sarah ~ur1han 
Ethe! o . Bristol 
Lillian Grer.nen 
Margaret Breman 
Perfet1a Bonner 
Ella.~ . Boyd 
Al ice M. Boak 
rrances Burroughs 
Cathar:ne Clare 
Susie Cr11wford 
Bessie Cassidy 
Maud Cratsley 
Mary Carragher 
Ellen Caywood 
Rose Cunningham 
Bridget Crelly 
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Elizabeth Murphy 
Louise J. Morvan 
Catharine Martin 
Mary Madkin 
Stella Miller 
Lulu M. Myer 
Corne Ii a Mundy 
Mary J. Myer 
Anna tforehouse 
Frances Mathews 
Rose MacNish 
Mary McDonald 
Mary E. McQu!gg 
Mary ~cCarriagher 
Elizabeth A. McElroy 
Agnes Mccarl 
Minerva S. McQuigg 
Kate McQuill1an 
Est el le McDuffie 
Marth;i Neal 
Liilian Oode:-i 
Anna Ogden 
Margaret Office. 
!c;za:-a M. Pierce 
Ida Pell 
Mary l'orte r 
Gora V. Post 
Mcb l ':! Potts 
Sarah Purce: I 
t; I an ch e A. P·r ice 
llary Q.iinn 
Sylvia Quigley 
Lillian Ro:fe 
"1ary K. Ryan 
rieie:-i ~edc.liff 
Carrie P.can 
Mary E. Riley 
Anila Ratf~rtv 
Signa Strader 
Frances SlJght 
Franc C. Slaght 
Leah Stracter 
Emma V. Shelton 
Eliza So.,~:n 
Flora O. Sm;th 
Dora Shuman 
Gertrude Somers 
Grac2 M. Sprague 
Ella Sc.ctt 
Laura M. Swick 
Sarah A. Tynan 

Ethel Martz 
Mary Martin 
Effie C. 1;ont9omery 
E 1: zabe'th M.1rti11 
Mary W. tH le s 
Lue lla Morgan 
Mary A. :·ii :es 
Susie: rt.y2r 
Mah? Mu:-phy 
Sa rah c . ;.1 j' er 
Ell<, Mac uc:1a ld 
Mary f·IC:: iO} 
Martha ~~agui re 
El J ~ Mi:Se"thy 
Nell J.McCann 
Mary /.. . McGoug'l 
Elizabeth McMa.io:i 
Jennie McDonald 
Margaret ~orthrup 
Sarah Nea I 
Kate 0 1 C:::-?:1~ll 
I-laze l Osoo"'r.e 
Minnle C!tz 
Alice ?er~onius 
Edy the B. Pel I 
Mae Pel I 
Mary J. Pu--dy 
Ste 11 a Pa'c'•Y 
Bessie 0 redmore 
Ada H. Pro;>er 
Jennie Quiclc 
Bessie M. t:cdman 
Odessa Ric i·j,'l• 

Mary E. Ro~rke 
Cat'1ar:ri~ Ri l"!y 
Mab le Rei~le 
Lucy A. i\o;;;rke 
Catharine ~tr&der 
Sybil C)(eelE: 
Imogene Sc!'r()jer 
Lo ~ r-. Slc:ght 
Grace Ste:wart 
Mary M. Stout 
Anna C. Sr:i;t:-i 
Martha Slaght 
Harriet Sherwood 
Ella G. 5'llith 
Bertha Seeley 
Emme> B. Saylo:· 
Sarali Smith 
Nora Tfrcmpson 

Mary Murphy 
Clara Marion 
Ma~ Martz 
Car r ie Martz 
Lillirn e. Merrell 
Man' Murphy 
:.~ary Moore 
Su si e May 
Vi o 1 a E. Moo re 
Mu~· A. MacNi sh 
MPry A. McCerriagher 
Anr.a Mc Elroy 
Marla Mc Carriagher 
Ei:7.abeth ~cEJroy 
K~tH McCarriagher 
Atby McGuire 
Wir:!frP<l McCoy 
Kate 1-'icDonald 
Matie Northrup 
Anne Northrup 
Eiizabeth C1 Hanlon 
Elia C. Osbo;ne 
:ieri C. Parish 
Bertha Parish 
Susie Powell 
Savallia Porter 
Inez Purdy 
Ai l e~ Fettibone 
C~arJotte S. Predmore 
Stella Pomerly/ oomeroy 
Inez Quigley 
Mary Roane!' 
C.:s:;ie lU-:e 
Ida R;: fferty 
E: iubeth R:1ey 
M<irtha P.affe ·ty 
C~~~ar!ne F. Roan 
f<la ry 5pc:t;J ding 
M. Louisa Sp~ncer 
Sa rah S<.atford 
V.ary ~. Smith 
!.ouise :::it::ele 
t·iai.;' L. Scan i ford 
A~nette Sher wood 
Anna M. Swarthout 
Grece R. Sanford 
Anna P. Swarthout 
Louise M. Stewart 
Emeline Slaght 
Be5sie R. Terry 
1~~ ry A. Ta ggerty 
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Special Note: Page 44 is blank, as there was no numbered page 
44 in Mrs. Auten’s original version of this newsletter. 
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