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Part One: Some Basic Information
Introduction
In a discussion of the pre-Civil War history and blacks the terms
“abolition,” “anti-slavery,” and “Underground Railroad” are frequently
used. There are two different meanings of the term “Underground
Railroad.” In its narrow meaning, it refers to the efforts of enslaved
African Americans to gain their freedom by escaping bondage. For years
these escaping “slaves”
were
called
“fugitive
slaves.” Today we use the
more “politically correct”
term “freedom seeker” to refer to them. In its broadest meaning,
“Underground Railroad” refers to any kind of anti-slavery
activity—not just directly helping a particular freedom seeker in
some specific way escape to freedom. This article will use
“Underground Railroad” in its broadest meaning, so that the terms
“abolition,” “anti-slavery,” and “Underground Railroad” have
basically the same meaning.
The term “Underground Railroad” in its narrow meaning
was neither “underground” nor a “railroad” but rather a loosely-constructed network of escape routes that
originated in the Upper South, intertwined throughout the North, and eventually ended in Canada. It also
included escape routes from the Deep South into the western
U.S. territories, Mexico and the Caribbean. Most “freedom
seekers” began their journey unaided, either alone or in small
groups. They usually traveled—typically walking, especially
initially—by night and “hid out” by day. Frequently these
freedom seekers were assisted by African Americans (blacks)
and European Americans (whites) who became known as
“agents” on the Underground Railroad. These “agents” risked
their lives and property to allow their homes or barns to be
“safe houses” (or “stations”) en route. If these “agents” actually
helped to escort physically or transport them on to another stop or “station,” these individuals became known as
“conductors.” Probably the most famous conductor was Harriet Tubman. Providing aid to a runaway slave was
an illegal activity, especially after Congress passed a much stronger Fugitive Slave Act in 1850. Although this
law was intended to reduce the numbers of fugitive slaves, the numbers of people providing assistance to
Underground Railroad operations actually increased. Because providing such aid was illegal—with a violator
subject to a heavy fine as well as a jail term—Underground Railroad operations became much more secret.
Records were seldom kept for fear of providing incriminating evidence.
In recent years, there has been a greater realization that much can be learned about these Underground
Railroad activities even though much of the work was done in secret. The examination of documents that do
exist—such as census records, newspaper articles, deeds and mortgage records, wills, diaries, church records,
and records of subscriptions to abolitionist publications—can help us to learn a great deal more about
Underground Railroad activity than had been previously thought.
In this article there will be discussion of both the Underground Railroad and other types of antislavery
activity. This is necessary to comprehend the complexity and enormity of the antislavery movement in the
Finger Lakes region. Much of the specific information in this article come directly from the 2005-06 sites
survey project conducted in Seneca County that resulted in a report titled Discovering the Underground
Railroad, Abolitionism and African American Life in Seneca County, New York, 1820-1880. This report is
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available online in the County Historian’s portion of the Seneca County website (www.co.seneca.ny.us). This
information will not be specifically sourced in this article. Information from other sources will be cited.
Who Was Involved in the Underground Railroad in the Finger Lakes?
Clearly people of different social classes and religions, and both racial groups and sexes were involved
in the Underground Railroad and other antislavery activities in the Finger Lakes region. This will be further
explained using information gathered from the Seneca County sites survey project.
In terms of social class, there is the obvious role that “prominent” citizens of a community would play.
For example, Ansel Bascom, a prominent real estate developer for the south side of Seneca Falls, became the
Free Soil Party candidate for Congress in 1848. But we also have the efforts of more middle class and working
class families, such as the Gibbs, DeMott, and Rumsey families who lived in adjacent houses on West Bayard
Street in Seneca Falls. Lucius Gibbs was a carpenter who signed at least four antislavery petitions sent to
Congress from Seneca Falls in May 1850. Lewis DeMott was a carpenter who supported the Free Soil party as
it was being organized in Seneca Falls in the summer of 1848 and he signed antislavery petitions. Moses, Mary
and Doriskie Rumsey were affiliated with the antislavery Wesleyan Methodist Church that started in Seneca
Falls in 1843.
Religion was a major factor that motivated many people to get involved in the Underground Railroad
and other antislavery activity. Quakers are an obvious example. Because of their innate belief in the equality of
everyone, many Quakers—but not all Quakers—were involved in the Underground Railroad. It is easy to
envisage how Quaker households in one community would network with Quaker households in a neighboring
community to help freedom seekers on their way through the Finger Lakes region. While the Seneca County
sites survey project did not specifically identify Quakers living in Seneca Falls, it is clear that many of the
freedom seekers who got on the train at the Seneca Falls station had moved through Quaker “safe houses” in the
Sherwood-Union Springs-Cayuga area of Cayuga County.
Throughout central and western New York we have many Protestants who became involved in
antislavery activity as an outgrowth of the Second Great Awakening. This portion of New York State became
known as the “burned-over district” with many people determined to “correct” social evils with their new
strengthened belief that man can avoid sin and should do so. Many “come-outer” churches arose with a renewed
determination to do away with slavery. New Wesleyan Methodist churches were established in many
communities when a sufficient number of the congregation split away from the existing Methodist church
which they felt did not take a strong enough stand against slavery. These Wesleyan Methodist churches also
attracted strong antislavery people from other church denominations. It is probably safe to say that the members
of these churches would not turn away and refuse to provide food and housing to any freedom seeker coming to
their house. As will be reported later in-depth, the Wesleyan Methodist church in Seneca Falls was directly
involved in helping freedom seekers.
The comments made so far illustrate the involvement of various classes and religions of European
Americans. African Americans were also directly involved in the antislavery efforts. There were growing
numbers of African Americans living in the Finger Lakes region. Many African Americans had been brought to
the Finger Lakes region as slaves and were later granted their freedom and continued to live here, as did their
children. We also have some free African Americans who came into the Finger Lakes region, taking advantage
of the job opportunities in this region, stimulated by the completion of the Erie Canal and its connecting canals,
and the coming of the railroads. As will be reported later in-depth, Solomon Butler probably played a major role
here in Seneca Falls.
It is important to realize that it took both females and males to provide the necessary shelter and food for
the freedom seekers as they made their way on the Underground Railroad through the Finger Lakes region. It
clearly was the females in the household that cooked the food, etc. But females were important in other ways,
such as in organizing antislavery fairs, for example, to raise funds that freedom seekers needed for train or boat
fares, etc. Several anti-slavery fairs were held in Seneca Falls.
Not everyone living in Seneca Falls, Waterloo, or the Finger Lakes was anti-slavery. There were many
who were strongly abolitionist, especially after the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, largely because
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of their opposition to a law that they thought was morally wrong. Nevertheless, there were many who were
quite sympathetic to slavery or were just plain prejudiced, believing that blacks really were racially inferior to
whites. Some slavery sympathizers were motivated by economic reasons—their livelihood depended upon the
successful operation of the cotton textile mills in the area. There also was a segment of the population that really
didn’t care much one way or the other regarding slavery, as long as the issue didn’t cause a major disruption in
their lives. Newspapers at the time typically had a strong political conviction, so there were anti-slavery
newspapers (such the Ontario Messenger in Canandaigua) while other newspaper defended slavery in general
and/or the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act (such as the Geneva Gazette).
What Kinds of Antislavery Activity Were Taking Place in Seneca Falls?
Many antislavery societies were established. In 1836 Geneva established its Colored Anti-Slavery
Society. In 1837 the Seneca County Anti-Slavery Society was formed in Seneca Falls at the Methodist Church.
In 1838 the Rochester Anti-Slavery Society was established and the Western New York Anti-Slavery Society in
1842. Many Seneca Falls residents attended meetings of these various organizations, with some being key
leaders.
Many communities sent antislavery petitions to Congress. In 1838, 1839, and 1844 Waterloo sent
antislavery petitions. In fact, more petitions were sent from Waterloo than from any other township in upstate
New York except one (Paris, NY). Sometimes these petitions were signed only by females, such as one from
Seneca County in 1849 with Charlotte Jackson of Ovid being the only female African American to sign it.
Seneca Falls sent its first documented antislavery petitions to Congress in May 1850.
Many communities conducted antislavery fairs to raise revenues needed by freedom seekers passing
through the area. The first woman’s antislavery fair in Seneca Falls was held in October 1843.
Antislavery speakers came to various
Finger Lakes communities, helping to stir up
antislavery sentiments among more community
residents. In 1842, both Abby Kelley and William
Lloyd Garrison spoke, in Seneca Falls and
Waterloo respectively, as part of their circuit of
speeches throughout upstate New York. In August
1843, Abby Kelley spoke in the apple orchard
south of Ansel Bascom’s home in Seneca Falls
when no church in town would allow her the use
of their church. This was not surprising in that
Kelley’s speeches stressed that northern churches
were as guilty as southern slaveholders for the sin
of slavery, because northerners had the majority population of the country and could
“make things right.” Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s husband, Henry Brewster Stanton, was often on the antislavery
speaking trail. Elizabeth Cady Stanton first met Susan B. Anthony in May 1851 when Ms. Anthony had come to
town to hear the fiery abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison speak.
Antislavery people made efforts to avoid using products made by slave labor. For example, the
M’Clintocks, a Quaker family in Waterloo, advertised in the newspapers that no products made by slave labor
were sold in their drugstore. The Waterloo Woolen Mills and the Seneca Woolen Mills in Seneca Falls were
both started as deliberate attempts by antislavery businessmen to produce textiles that were woolen rather than
slave-produced cotton.
Biracial antislavery churches were established in many communities in the “burned-over district” of
Upstate New York. These new churches became known as “come-outer” churches because they were instigated
by the more radical antislavery activists who were encouraged pro-abolition church members to leave their
church that would not take a strong antislavery stance and become members of a new church—typically
Wesleyan Methodist—that was clearly an antislavery church. One good example of this is the Wesleyan Church
in Seneca Falls, organized in 1843. Prominent European Americans in the community such as Joseph Metcalf
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served as a church trustee, as did the freedom seekers Thomas James and Joshua Wright. Several members of
the Presbyterian Church left that church following the conviction of Rhoda Bement in 1844. Metcalf and some
others members of the Methodist Church left that church because the Methodist Church on the national scene
was not taking a strong antislavery position.
New York State abolished slavery in 1827 but kept a property qualification for free African American
males to vote. Peterboro (southwest of Utica) resident Gerrit Smith, cousin of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, in 1846
gave away more than 120,000 acres of land to male African Americans (typically in 40 acre units) so they could
vote in New York State. 1 Out of gratitude many African American couples who received such a gift of land
named their next born son Gerrit Smith (first and middle names). One Seneca County example of this is that
Richard and Hannah Van Horn of Ovid named their son born in 1851 Gerrit Smith Van Horn.
Political party activism was another way Seneca Falls residents used to promote their antislavery beliefs.
In the summer of 1848 the Free Soil party was being organized in western New York. This party was
determined to prevent any of the lands acquired from Mexico in the Mexican War from becoming open to
slavery. The Seneca County sites survey project documents the names of Seneca Falls residents that appeared in
the newspaper notices for various party meetings taking place that summer. Seneca Falls resident Ansel Bascom
was the local Free Soil candidate for Congress that year. Many Seneca Falls residents opposed to slavery had
been involved in the Liberty Party which was established in Warsaw, NY in 1839 in an attempt to elect a proabolition U.S. President because they felt that the Democratic and Whig Parties were not pro-abolition.
What Were the Underground Railroad Routes through the Finger Lakes?
It is probably safe to say that most of the freedom seekers who came into our Finger Lakes region came
north through Pennsylvania to Elmira,
although some came by train west from
Albany and Syracuse. John W. Jones was
the key station agent in Elmira.
From Elmira, there were several
possible routes:
• northwest to Rochester and
then across Lake Ontario or on to Niagara
Falls
• northeast to Syracuse and
then to Oswego and across Lake Ontario
• north to Cayuga and/or
Seneca Lakes on to Seneca Falls-Waterloo
From the Seneca Falls-Waterloo area, there
were several options:
• east to Auburn to Syracuse
to Oswego and across Lake Ontario
• west to Geneva and then
either north to Pultneyville or Sodus Point
and across Lake Ontario or on to
Canandaigua and Rochester
While many freedom seekers went to Canada in the years preceding the Civil War, many freedom
seekers settled in the northern states, especially in those areas where there was a sympathetic support network as
well as job opportunities. Areas within the Finger Lakes region clearly were attractive locales for freedom
seekers to take up residence and work. Two successful barbers—Thomas James and Joshua Wright—were
freedom seekers who settled in Seneca Falls rather than going on to Canada.
1
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How Do We Separate Fact from Fiction in Terms of Underground Railroad Sites?
It is clear that there are strong “oral traditions” about various sites in the Finger Lakes having been
“stations” on the Underground Railroad. In the years before the Civil War this amounted to engaging in an
illegal activity, so people kept quiet about their Underground Railroad activity. In sharp contrast, today it has
become more desirous to be able to “boast” that a particular site was an Underground Railroad station. Often
there is little indisputable evidence to support these oral traditions. Sound historical research can lend more and
more circumstantial evidence to help support the oral tradition about a particular site’s involvement in
Underground Railroad activity. In some rare cases, an eye-witness kind of evidence exists for a certain site.
Dr. Judith Wellman, head of Historical New York Research Associates, has developed what has become
popularly known as the Wellman Scale to help
separate fiction from fact regarding a particular site.
If there is an oral tradition about a particular site,
using the Wellman Scale, the site would be labeled
as Level Two—the story is possibly true, but at this
point there is no written evidence but there is no
reason for doubt. If information is found to doubt
the truth of the oral tradition about a particular site,
then the site would be relabeled as Level One—
story probably not true; reason for doubt. As
supporting circumstantial evidence about a site is
found, the site could be relabeled to Level Three—
good chance the story is true; evidence of
abolitionist sympathies, abolitionism or African
American background but no direct evidence of
Underground Railroad activity. If clear evidence of the site’s actual involvement in Underground Railroad
activity is found, then the site can be relabeled as Level Four—considerable evidence of involvement; story
almost certainly true. If conclusive evidence of involvement in Underground Railroad activity—such as a diary
entry or a portion of a letter where the person states clearly his/her providing aid to certain freedom seekers on a
certain date—is found, then the site would be considered Level Five—conclusive evidence of involvement.
A few quick examples will help illustrate how this Wellman Scale gives us insight into oral traditions
about certain sites in the Seneca Falls area. First, for many years there has been an oral tradition about the
Horace W. Knight house at 96 State Street in Seneca Falls having been an Underground Railroad station—
hiding freedom seekers until they could be safely placed on the train at the nearby station. As part of Seneca
County’s 2005-06 county-wide survey of sites of Underground Railroad activity, research of deeds showed that
the house was not built until 1871—a few years after the end of the Civil War and adoption of the Thirteenth
Amendment abolishing slavery! What had been a level two site early on in the year-long sites survey project
became a level one site. Research found that it was Horace W. Knight’s father, the Reverend Horace B. Knight,
who was actually the abolitionist minister of the Wesleyan Chapel that was the Underground Railroad
participant. This additional information perhaps lends some explanation as to how the oral tradition developed
about the particular house at 96 State Street. There had also been oral tradition that Seneca Falls residents were
directly involved in a specific organized Underground Railroad route known as the Tear Underground Railroad
Route. In the year-long research, no evidence was found to support the credibility of this alleged route. There is
quite some circumstantial evidence to suggest that it did not really exist. As for the placement of the Tear
Underground Railroad route on the Wellman Scale, the “oral tradition” is at best kept at level 2 and probably
should be placed at level 1.
Gathering of evidence about the freedom seeker Thomas James who lived at 52 State Street in Seneca
Falls illustrates how what was a level two site at the start of the Seneca County sites survey project ended up as
at least a level four site. Prior to the start of the survey project it was commonly known that Thomas James was
an African American who became a rather prosperous barber in Seneca Falls. There had been some indication
from census records that Thomas James might have been a freedom seeker. In the Seneca County sites survey
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project, newspaper clippings in scrapbooks of a Mrs. C.O. Goodyear described how this Thomas James in 186364 was building a new three-story brick building at the corner of Fall and Cayuga Streets in Seneca Falls. One
article said that James was a “fugitive from slavery.” Another article also said that he was a “fugitive slave” and
“that although he belongs to the down-trodden race he can take care of himself, and we think no one will deny
that he has rights which white men are bound to respect, Judge Taney to the contrary not withstanding.” Upon
further research, Thomas James’ probated will and executors’ statement were found at the Seneca County
Surrogate’s Court Office. The executors’ statement included the wording that “the said Thomas James…having
formerly been a slave and made, during his lifetime, diligent enquiry for his relatives without effect.” The
inventory included provides evidence that Thomas James was worth about $17,000 at the time of his death in
1867—a rather substantial amount for that time period.
One last quick example of a level five site using the Wellman Scale would be that Jermain Loguen
advertised in the Syracuse newspaper that his house on East Genesee Street in Syracuse (it no longer exists) was
a safe house on the Underground Railroad. It is rare that this kind of conclusive evidence is found, but it is
certainly exciting, especially in light of the fact that Loguen himself was a freedom seeker.
Dr. Wellman has led county-wide sites surveys in several Finger Lakes counties—Onondaga, Oswego,
Cayuga, Seneca and Wayne. Each county-wide survey includes detailed information to support and/or discredit
oral traditions about many sites. Each of these county surveys was funded by a Preserve New York grant from
the Preservation League of New York State and the New York State Council on the Arts. Most, if not all of
these county surveys are available online.
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Part Two: Some Specific Sites in Seneca Falls
The Ferry Farm (The Cobblestone), 2534 Lower Lake Road,
Julius and Harriet Bull Home
Julius and Harriet Bull were strong abolitionists. Julius Bull
signed 3 notices for the new Free Soil Party in the summer of 1848.
He signed at least 2 antislavery petitions from Seneca Falls to
Congress on May 7, 1850. Both Julius and Harriet Bull were
members of the biracial Wesleyan Methodist Church in Seneca Falls.
He completed his term as church trustee in 1850 and was succeeded
by the freedom seeker Thomas James. Julius and Harriet’s son,
Edwin Bull, married Mary Bascom, daughter of Ansel and Eliza
Bascom. (see Bascom section)
This house is popularly believed to have been a “station” on the Underground Railroad on many
occasions. It is reported that slaves came by boat across Cayuga Lake from the abolitionist Quaker town of
Union Springs. Crossing over the route once used by the Indians and later the site of the first white man’s ferry,
the slaves were landed at “The Cobblestone,” formerly called “Ferry Farm,” about a mile south of Bridgeport.
There is a NYS Historic Marker describing its historic role on the Underground Railroad and the western site of
a ferry across Cayuga Lake. Once the home and business site of the Caulkins family, the Cobblestone is
currently the home and of the Steven Pier family.
A letter from the late Cyrus Garnsey Jr. to a former owner of the house added a bit of color to the
home’s history. A young girl who was a friend of the daughters of the family was probably the only person
outside the family who knew what took place there, Garnsey’s letter revealed:
Many a night when she knew that slaves were in the house, she lay awake listening to every sound.
Once when a valuable slave was being sought, she happened to be at the railroad depot when the
carriage from the Cobblestones pulled up. The owner of the carriage stepped out, followed by a colored
man. At that moment another carriage pulled up bringing the detectives who sought the slave. By quick
wit and rapid action the slave was shoved into the baggage car and the master of Cobblestone was at
once mingling with the crowd, talking to people and avoiding suspicion while the train pulled out.” (The
owner of the carriage in this story was Julius Bull.)
Sheriff G. Kenneth Wayne told the story that as a young boy playing in the attic of his grandfather’s
home, he would see straw-covered wooden bunks on which the fugitive slaves supposedly slept in the
windowless attic accessible by a trap door.
In the Seneca County sites survey project, no definitive documentation of these oral traditions was
found. Some circumstantial evidence was uncovered, such as that Julius Bull, who built this cobblestone house,
was an abolitionist and member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church and that Slocum Howland, a Quaker
businessman in Sherwood in Cayuga County not far from Union Springs, probably did transport items for his
business as well as freedom seekers on his boats on Cayuga Lake, stopping at various ports. Based on the
information from the sites survey project, the Ferry Farm house has been successfully nominated for placement
on the National Register of Historic Places.
The Thomas and Elizabeth James House,
52 State Street
Thomas James was a freedom seeker who became a
prosperous barber in Seneca Falls. Thomas James is the
epitome of what the Underground Railroad was all about—a
“freedom seeker” escaping from his enslavement somewhere
in the South and taking advantage of the opportunities freedom
offered in the North. At the time of his death in 1867, he was
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worth $17,000. Thanks to the newspaper clippings included in the scrap books of Mrs. C. O. Goodyear that are
part of the collections of the Seneca Falls Historical Society, we have learned much about Thomas James. We
know that the local newspapers at the time were referring to him as a fugitive slave. We know that in 1863 he
was constructing a new three-story brick structure at the corner of Fall and Cayuga Streets. This structure was
known as the James Block and was a major business block. Today is the Chemung Canal Trust bank building.
Although we have no evidence that Thomas James used his house—so near the train station—as a “safe
house” on the Underground Railroad, James took an active part in the fight against slavery. He subscribed to the
Colored American as well as Frederick Douglass’s newspaper, and took part in local and state conventions of
colored inhabitants. He joined the anti-slavery Wesleyan Methodist Church when it was organized in 1843 and
became one of its trustees. He was the only African American to sign an anti-slavery petition sent from Seneca
Falls and the only African American to sign a petition in favor of the new Free Soil party in June of 1848.
Because of his accomplishments and actions, the Thomas James house has been successfully added to
the National Park Service’s Underground Railroad Network to Freedom.
The Joshua W. Wright House, 61 Bridge Street
Joshua Wright was a freedom seeker who settled in Seneca
Falls and became a prosperous barber. He received a land grant from
Gerrit Smith in 1848, so that he could meet the property qualifications
to vote. He subscribed to the Liberty Party Paper and The True
Wesleyan.
Wright was active in the Wesleyan Methodist Church, including
serving as trustee. He signed a notice for a meeting of the Free Soil
Party in Seneca Falls in summer 1848.
As a result of information gathered in the Seneca County sites
survey project, this house was successfully added to the National Park
Service’s Underground Railroad Network to Freedom.

The Wesleyan Chapel, Fall Street
The Wesleyan Chapel was built during the summer of
1843 and was dedicated October 14, 1843. Pro-abolitionist
members of the local Methodist Episcopal Church, the local
Presbyterian Church, etc. joined to form a new church based
explicitly on antislavery principles. Seneca Falls was one of
the first of 47 communities in upstate New York that
organized Wesleyan churches in the 1840s. One of the key
organizers of this new Wesleyan church was Joseph Metcalf,
who had been a major leader of the local Methodist Episcopal
Church. While famous as the site of the July 1848 woman’s
rights convention, the Wesleyan Chapel was the site for many
very important abolitionist gatherings.
From the beginning, Wesleyans used their meetinghouse to promote reform, including abolitionism,
temperance, and woman’s rights. The Seneca Falls Wesleyan Church became the one place in the village where
reformers, whether Wesleyan Church members or not, could hold meetings. The noted abolitionist speaker
Abby Kelley referred to the chapel as a “free discussion house.”
In 1844-45, the church trustees refused to open the building for partisan political speeches. They
changed their minds, however, to allow abolitionist parties to hold meetings here. On August 10, 1852, the local
Liberty Party held a convention in the Chapel to choose delegates to the national convention in Buffalo.
9

Many abolitionists and freedom seekers spoke in this meetinghouse. In November 1844, at this Chapel,
Virginia-born Peter Bannister gave the earliest documented lecture by a freedom seeker anywhere in Seneca
County. (see separate section on this Peter Bannister story) In 1846, J.C. Hathaway, a European American
Quaker abolitionist and Underground Railroad activist from Farmington, NY, spoke there with Charles
Remond, an African American abolitionist from Boston. In March 1848, John S. Jacobs, a “self-emancipated
slave” from North Carolina spoke in Seneca Falls with Jonathan Walker, “the man with the branded hand,”
from Florida. On May 4, 1848, Frederick Douglas spoke here. In January 1849, freedom seeker Henry Bibb
gave several lectures here on “sending the Bible to the Slave.” The Reverend Samuel Phillips, a Wesleyan
minister, sent a letter to the Free Soil Union, transmitting the resolution “of a large portion of the citizens of this
village.” This resolution included the following:
That this meeting, without regard to sect, name, or parties, recommend Henry Bibb to the confidence
and hospitality of the Christian public in every State in which he may travel. And we bid him God speed
in the cause of suffering humanity, and in his noble effort to induce the Christian public to send the bible
to the slave.
In April 1849, Frederick Douglass spoke in the Wesleyan Church and reported that
the house was crowded with a very respectable audience, all apparently anxious to hear, and to be
instructed. With such an audience, and such a subject, it was impossible to be cold and lifeless. The
meeting continued for more than two hours. At the close I obtained eight subscribers to the North Star.
In June 1849, Lucretia Mott spoke here on woman’s rights.
In the 1850s, members of the Wesleyan Church actively promoted third party abolitionist politics and
used the Chapel to hold political meetings. On October 24, 1851, they held a meeting of the Seneca County
Democratic League Convention, a successor to the old Liberty Party, supporting Gerrit Smith for President. Of
the 15 men who signed the newspaper call (“notice”) to this meeting, 10 were affiliated with this Wesleyan
Methodist church, and one of them—Thomas James—was a freedom seeker. The Convention took a strong
stand against the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act. The Convention expressed strong support and praise for those who
had participated in the rescue of William “Jerry” Henry in Syracuse on October 1, 1851. The Convention also
supported land reform, temperance, the absence of standing armies, and woman’s rights.
On April 27, 1852, J.R. Johnson gave a talk to the Rochester Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church that was meeting at this Chapel. J.R. Johnson was an African American antislavery agent from Syracuse
who was lecturing throughout central NY as an employed agent of the New York State Anti-Slavery Society.
In June 1852, Frederick Douglass again spoke here at the Chapel. About this meeting, he later reported,
“Although I have frequently spoken in that place, I do not remember to have every been heard on the subject of
slavery with more fixed attention, nor when I felt my humble endeavor more successful in awakening an
interest in the cause of my bleeding brethren.”
In August 1852, A Liberty Party meeting held in the Chapel elected 5 delegates to the state-wide
convention that was to be held in Canastota. Two of them—Joseph Metcalf and B.F. Bradford--were
Wesleyans.
On October 14, 1852, the Chapel hosted a state-wide woman’s temperance convention. Susan B.
Anthony was one of the delegates.
That same month the Free Democracy of Seneca County met in the Chapel to propose candidates for
county offices. Among them was Joseph Metcalf for Sheriff.
At least three of the pastors of this Wesleyan Methodist Church—George Pegler, Samuel Salisbury, and
Horace B. Knight--had documented connections to the Underground Railroad. Rev. Pegler used the parsonage
(which was next-door to the Chapel on Mynderse Street) to harbor freedom seekers. Rev. Pegler got Peter
Bannister to speak at the Chapel in November 1844 before assisting him to escape to Canada. Rev. Samuel
Salisbury is described as “one of the early agitators for the abolition of slavery,” and was very critical in his
writing in opposition to the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850. He characterized that law as so unreasonable, inhuman,
unmerciful and ungodly that it cannot be law. There is oral tradition that the Rev. Horace B. Knight ran an
Underground Railroad station in Seneca Falls. In addition to these three with document connections to the
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Underground Railroad, the Rev. Samuel Phillips was a signer of the Declaration of Sentiments at the woman’s
rights convention and sponsored lectures by freedom seekers Henry Bibb and Frederick Douglass.
At least 6 people affiliated with the Wesleyan Methodist Church were African American. Two of
these—Thomas James and Joshua W. Wright—were church trustees and both were freedom seekers. (see
separate sections on these two individuals)
Seneca Woolen Mills, south side of the Seneca River
The Seneca Woolen Mills were built in 1844.
The main owners originally of the mill were Charles L.
Hoskins and Jacob P. Chamberlain. Both were
antislavery advocates. They used raw materials
available from local sheep farmers, waterpower in
Seneca Falls, capital from local investors, and labor
from local working people to create an alternative to
the slave-labor-produced cotton that became textiles in
Lowell, Massachusetts and elsewhere. It is probably not a coincidence that Richard P. Hunt, a Quaker
abolitionist, had been instrumental in the establishment of the Waterloo Woolen Mills. Unlike the Lowell model
of using only young female labor, the Seneca Woolen Mills employed both men and women workers.
Ansel and Eliza Sherwood Bascom House,
4 East Bayard Street
Built about 1828, the Ansel and Eliza Sherwood Bascom house
is one of the oldest in the village of Seneca Falls. (Today it is the
Doran Funeral Home.) Ansel Bascom was the major land developer of
the south side of the village and the first mayor of the village in 1828.
Eliza Sherwood was the daughter of Isaac Sherwood who kept the
stage and hotel in Skaneateles.
Ansel Bascom’s primary concern was not making money. He
felt anybody could get rich if they were mean enough. His real goal
was to make the community—defined as the village, the state, and the
nation—a better place to live. He defined himself by his reform work—abolitionism, legal reform, and
temperance.
Behind the Bascom house was an apple orchard, left over from trees planted by Cayuga Indians. The
Bascoms used this orchard for community gatherings, including a large Fourth of July temperance celebration
in 1842. When Abby Kelley was not allowed to speak in any local church when she returned in summer 1843
for another speaking engagement, the Bascoms invited her to speak in their orchard.
It was Ansel Bascom who was involved in a verbal exchange with freedom seeker Peter Bannister at the
Wesleyan Chapel in November 1844. (see Peter Bannister section)
In April 1846, Ansel Bascom was the Seneca County delegate to the New York State Constitutional
Convention. At that convention he spoke for a new married woman’s property act and for equal voting rights
for African American men. (There were still property qualifications for free black males at this time to be able
to vote.)
In 1848, Ansel Bascom was the Free Soil Party candidate for Congress.
In 1850, he signed antislavery petitions from Seneca Falls, one asking that slavery and the slave trade be
banned from Washington, D.C. or that the national capital be removed “to some more suitable location.”
In June 1855, Ansel Bascom attended a convention of radical political abolitionists in Syracuse. At that
gathering, they resolved that,
We believe slaveholding to be an unsurpassed crime, and we hold it to be the sacred duty of Civil
Government to suppress crime. We conceive slaveholding to be the annihilation of human rights, and we
hold it to be the grand end and mission of civil government to protect human rights….We accordingly
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declare and maintain that there can be no legitimate civil government, rightfully claiming support and
allegiance a such, that is not authorized, nay, he is not morally and politically bound to prohibit and to
suppress slaveholding.
Based on the lengthy essay he published the next month in the New York Tribune, it is likely that the resolution
adopted by these radical abolitionists was directly based on the speech that Bascom had given at that gathering.
Ansel and Eliza Bascom’s daughter Mary married Edwin Bull, son of Julius and Harriet Bull of the
Ferry Farm.
Peter Bannister Spoke at the Wesleyan Chapel
In November 1844, Peter Bannister, a freedom seeker from Richmond, Virginia, spoke at the Wesleyan
Chapel in Seneca Falls. The Rev. George Pegler, pastor of the Chapel, had convinced this reluctant slave to
speak before an extensively white audience. Pegler’s written account of what took place contains some
language we would not use today. Peter Bannister had been staying at the Pegler’s home (next door north to the
Chapel) as he was making his way to freedom in Canada. Pegler recorded that what Bannister said at that public
meeting “gave us an inside view of the institution [of slavery], and the training received while in bondage,
accompanied with some heavy thrusts at the morals of slave-holders.” After Bannister finished speaking,
Bannister answered questions from the audience. Pegler’s account stated,
There was present a notable lawyer of the town named [Ansel] Bascom, who wished to be esteemed an
Abolitionist; and indeed he was one as his Whig principles would allow, for he must this once vote for
Henry Clay. After Peter had finished his remarks Mr. B. said, “Why, Peter, you have been quite severe
on some of our bet men down South. You ought to make some allowance for their training. They have
always been taught to believe slavery right, and don’t know any better.”
To this the slave replied just as though he had been a Yankee, and answered his question by asking
another. “Well, mistah, don’t you suppose dat white men know as much as niggers?”
“Why, yes,” said Mr. B., “I would suppose they knew more.”
Peter replied, “Niggers know dat slavery is wrong; white men ought to know as much as dem.”
This story reminds us that neither abolitionists nor freedom seekers were mythological characters. They were
real human beings, with unique personalities.
Bellows House, 11 Mynderse Street
This house represents the
working-class roots of the antislavery
movement in Seneca Falls. This was
one of many similar houses built in this
neighborhood before the Civil War,
many of them for members of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church. The
Joseph Metcalf family and the Peter MillJonathan Metcalf families sold off
many of the original lots.
Harriet
Bradley
Bellows
purchased this house in 1838 from
Jonathan and Elizabeth Miller Metcalf.
Her husband’s father and brother
attended Free Soil meetings in the summer of 1848. Her son, William Lewis Bellows, was a machinist and
signed antislavery petitions in 1850, as did his brothers James and Charles. All
of these children and their spouses were members of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church.
Bonker-Martin House, 12 Miller Street
As early as 1841, Joshua Martin and Joel Bonker purchased this
property jointly. Both Joshua and Joel were active antislavery advocates. Joel
Bonker was a founding member of the Wesleyan Church, and was a trustee in
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1844. He subscribed to Frederick Douglass’s Paper for several years. He attended the first woman’s rights
convention in 1848.
Joshua Martin was extremely active in organizing the Free Soil party in Seneca Falls in summer 1848.
He signed antislavery petitions in 1851.
Both Joel Bonker and Joshua Martin were coopers. The Bonkers lived in a working-class neighborhood.
Neighbors include a teamster, 2 laborers, 2 shoemakers, a clerk, a hatter, and one woolen manufacturer.
Benjamin F. and Mary Bradford House,
34 Green Street
This was the home of the Rev. Benjamin F. Bradford, a
Wesleyan minister and abolitionist. He was the pastor of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church from 1849-1853. He took an active
role in political abolitionism in Seneca County and regionally,
endorsing Liberty Party politics and the work of Gerrit Smith. He
was the secretary of the Friends of Righteous Civil Government in
Seneca County at its October 24, 1851 meeting, and again in
August 1852. On October 19, 1852 he chaired the Free Democracy
of Seneca County meeting. This group was attempting to create an
abolitionist third party in opposition to both Whig and Democratic
parties for their support of the Fugitive Slave Act. Bradford was also secretary of the Colored Fair, sponsored
by the Union Council, at Geneva in October of 1854. People from as far away as Auburn, NY attended,
showing their crafts and agricultural goods.
Site of Home of Solomon and Jane Butler, State Street
Solomon Butler was the son of a probable freedom seeker, so he was
considered a “free person of color.” From the 1840s through the early 1880s,
with his team of black horses, he provided the main form of public
transportation in Seneca Falls. He met trains regularly and took people
wherever they wanted to go around the village. He was so well-known and so
well-liked, that he had a street named after him. Today, Butler Avenue marks
the location on the west side of State Street where his house once stood.
Solomon Butler’s name appeared as a supporter of the Free Soil party in
the Seneca County Courier on August 16, 1848.
It is easy to speculate that he, as the local teamster, and Thomas James,
whose house was so close to the train station, may have conspired to provide
assistance to freedom seekers so that they could get onto trains making a stop
here in Seneca Falls. He was also related by marriage and birth to people who
were active in the Underground Railroad in Auburn.
Chamberlain House, 1 Seneca Street (northwest corner of Seneca and Washington Streets)
Jacob P. Chamberlain was a prominent businessman who
became a leader in antislavery politics and also signed the
Declaration of Sentiments at the first woman’s rights convention.
He ran the Lower Red Mills profitably until about 1850, when he
sold them to a distillery. Then he bought the Upper Red Mills and
operated it for the rest of his life.
In 1844, along with Charles L. Hoskins and others, he built
the Seneca Woolen Mills (see separate section). In 1855, he
reorganized it as the Phoenix mills.
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He was president of the first Free Soil party meeting in Seneca Falls in June 1848. He attended two more
Free Soil party meetings that summer and was a delegate to the national Free Soil party meeting in Buffalo in
August. He gave money to the Wesleyan Church in 1861. He served in the NYS Assembly from 1859-61 and as
a Republican member of the U.S. House of Representatives from 1861-63.
Abby Gomar/Richard and Sarah Maria Bennett Gay House, 61 Cayuga Street
Born in slavery about 1820, Abby Gomar (sometimes referred to as
Abby Gay) became a well-known woman’s rights advocate and member of
the Trinity Church in Seneca Falls. According to 1850, 1860, and 1870
census records, Abby Gomar lived with the Richard and Sarah Maria Gay
family, where she worked as a domestic. The 1880 census lists her as living
alone. Abby Gomar accumulated considerable wealth. When she died in
1884, she left an estate of $1967.18 in savings accounts, notes due, and
home furnishings. In History of Woman Suffrage, Stanton used Abby
Gomar as an example of how African American women as well as
European American women were forced to pay taxes, even though they
could not vote.
Richard Gay attended at least two Free Soil meetings in the summer of 1848.
Hoskins House, 40 Cayuga Street
Charles L. Hoskins was the major dry goods storekeeper in
Seneca Falls. He was a leading Whig who helped create the Free Soil
party in Seneca Falls. He was secretary of the first Free Soil party
meeting held in Seneca Falls in June 1848. That summer his name
appeared 4 times in articles supporting the Free Soil party. He
subscribed to the North Star. He signed antislavery petitions in Seneca
Falls in 1850. He also signed the Declaration of Sentiments at the first
woman’s rights convention in 1848.
The Latham Family
Obadiah F. and Lovina Latham migrated from Connecticut to Paris, NY in the 1790s and then came to
Seneca Falls sometime after 1820. They had 11 children of which 5 sons and 2 daughters continued to live in
Seneca Falls, as did Lovina, after Obadiah’s death in 1831. The Latham sons were all master builders who
helped construct the NYS capitol in Albany, and the U.S. Customs house in
Oswego. Edward S. Latham was the superintendent of the Seneca and Cayuga
Canal.
These sons—Edward S., Oliver S., Obadiah B., William J., and
Nathaniel
J.--were
antislavery
advocates.
They helped create the
Free Soil Party at the end
of the Mexican War in 1848. They signed antislavery
petitions in 1850.
Lovina Latham and
daughter
Hannah
both
signed the Declaration of
Sentiments at the first woman’s rights convention in 1848.
Lovina lived at 37 West Bayard Street (just east of Center Street) (13
Center Street). Her son Edward S. and his wife Susan Foster Latham lived in an
elegant Gothic Revival house at 39 West Bayard Street. The house was torn
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down and replaced by the village fire station. Oliver S. and Lucy Eastman Latham lived at 83 Bridge Street.
O.B. and Thankful Bushnell Latham lived at 53 East Bayard Street (corner of Washington Street). Nathaniel
and Maria Bishop Latham lived at 96 West Bayard Street.
McClary House, 202 Fall Street
George H. M’Clary came to Seneca Falls from Lyons, NY
sometime in the 1830s. He was a machinist and owned the firm of
McClary and Halliday on Ovid Street.
He was one of the signers of the call to the organizational
meeting of the Seneca County Antislavery Society on October 31,
1837. He was a supporter of the organizing of the Free Soil party in
Seneca Falls in summer 1848, attending at least three meetings.
Methodist Episcopal Church, corner of State and Chapel Streets
In 1831, the Methodist Episcopal Church congregation began
construction on this building on land donated by Wilhelmus Mynderse.
Church member Joseph Metcalf attended the first meeting of the New
York State Anti-Slavery Society in Utica, NY on October 21, 1835. He and
brother Jonathan were key members of the church in the formation of the
Seneca County Anti-Slavery Society on October 25, 1837, at the Seneca Falls
Methodist Church.
Spurred on by the actions of Joseph Metcalf, this Methodist Church
congregation presented strong anti-slavery resolutions to the Genesee (district)
conference. When the General (national) Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in 1840 failed to take a strong anti-slavery stance, Metcalf
persuaded the Seneca Falls congregation to denounce the General Conference.
On August 10, 1842, he got the local congregation to recommend a split in the
national organization over slavery.
When the Wesleyan Methodist congregation was organized in the spring of 1843, 5 out of the 6 original
trustees and all but a handful of the original members of this new church came directly from the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Joseph Metcalf left the Methodist congregation and became a trustee of the new Wesleyan
church.
Site of Moody Family Home, State Street near Butler Avenue
In 1850, Ferris Moody headed one of the 4 independent African American households in Seneca Falls.
At that time he was living next door to Solomon Butler. Ferris Moody was very possibly a freedom seeker.
The Presbyterian Church building, 23 Cayuga Street
This first Presbyterian Church building on what is today 23 Cayuga
Street was dedicated on September 4, 1817 as the new home for the
Presbyterian Church at 23 Cayuga Street. In 1842, the building was sold to
Gill and Allport, who moved it to 27 State Street, were it still stands. Its
steeple was removed, and it became a concert hall. Later it was Sanderson’s
funeral parlor. For the last several years, a store in front has been Sammy’s
Barber Shop, with much of the building used as apartments.
In 1842, William Latham constructed a second church structure on the
same site of the first building. It was this “second” church structure that was the site of the Rhoda Bement trial
(see separate article) in 1843-44. The Rhoda Bement trial reflected the growing tensions between ardent
abolitionists—like Rhoda Bement—and less ardent abolitionists. In October 1843, she was critical of the Rev.
Horace P. Bogue, accusing him of not reading public notices (dealing with such events as an antislavery fair)
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that she had left for him to read from the pulpit (the normal practice at the time). Rev. Bogue had Rhoda
Bement placed on a church trial that would lead to her expulsion as a church member if she was found guilty.
Besides her mistreatment of her pastor, other charges were quickly brought against her. She was found guilty in
the trial. Rhoda Bement and her husband moved away from Seneca Falls. Several pro-Rhoda Bement members
of the congregation left the Presbyterian Church, with most of them then joining the Wesleyan Methodist
congregation.
In 1871, this “second” church structure was demolished and replaced by the current structure.
Whiting and Rebecca Race House,
25 Cayuga Street
Whiting Race, who was mayor of Seneca Falls in 1848, was
one of the most active antislavery advocates in the village. He was a
member of the organizing committee of the first Seneca County
Antislavery Convention in October 1837. He was one of the main
organizers of the Seneca Falls Free Soil party in summer 1848. His
wife Rebecca signed the Declaration of Sentiments at the first
woman’s rights convention in July 1848. He signed antislavery
petitions sent to Congress in 1850. He donated money to the
Wesleyan Methodist Church in March 1859. He also subscribed to
the Liberty Party Paper in 1851-52.
Restvale Cemetery, East Bayard Street
On May 1, 1849, taxpayers of Seneca Falls held a meeting and resolved to raise $1000 and purchase “a
plot of land to be used for the Burial of the Dead.” On June 14, 1849, 13 acres at the east edge of the village
between the Seneca River and the Seneca Turnpike was purchased from William H. King.
Many abolitionists and Underground Railroad supporters, both African American and European
American, are buried in Restvale Cemetery. These include Ansel and Eliza Sherwood, Solomon Butler, Jacob P.
Chamberlain, Charles L. Hoskins, Thomas James, various Latham family members, and Whiting Race, among
others.
Seymour House, 27 Cayuga Street
Henry Seymour was a prosperous merchant. He attended at
least 2 Free Soil party meetings in summer 1848. He signed the
Declaration of Sentiments at the first woman’s rights convention in
July 1848. He subscribed to Frederick Douglass’s North Star from at
least 1849 to 1852. His wife Susan was a member of the antislavery
Wesleyan Methodist Church.
Henry B. and Elizabeth Cady Stanton House, 32 Washington Street
Elizabeth Cady and Henry Brewster Stanton lived in this house
from 1847 to 1862, with their 7 children.
Henry Stanton was a major abolitionist orator. He was an
organizer of the national Liberty Party in 1840. In 1848 he was one of
the creators of the new Free Soil Party. In the summer of 1848 he
traveled throughout New York State urging people to vote for the Free
Soil ticket, with Martin Van Buren for president. While Elizabeth Cady
Stanton was organizing what would become the first woman’s rights
convention in Seneca Falls in July 1848, Henry Stanton spoke before
2,000 people at a Free Soil meeting in Warsaw, NY on July 12, 1848. A
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few days later, he spoke in Canandaigua. On August 3, he and Ansel Bascom spoke in Seneca Falls. The
following week he lectured to huge audiences all along the Hudson Valley.
It was in October 1839 that Elizabeth Cady was first converted to the abolitionist cause at age 25. While
visiting her cousin Gerrit Smith in Peterboro, NY, she met Harriet Powell, an 18-year-old freedom seeker.
Hiding on the third floor of the Smith mansion, Powell told the story of her life. Stanton later recorded, “We
needed no further education to make us earnest abolitionists.”
While in Seneca Falls, Elizabeth Cady Stanton had regular contact with the small African American
community in the village. She regularly attended services at the Episcopal Church with Abby Gay (Gomar). In
1852, while experimenting with the Bloomer costume (she referred to it as the “short dress”), she had “James
the barber” (freedom seeker Thomas James) cut her hair, along with several other Seneca Falls women. She
paid James a shilling (about 25 cents) for a shampoo and haircut.
There is an oral tradition that she had ties with an Underground Railroad network connected to the Tear
family, beginning in 1857, operating an Underground Railroad line between Seneca Falls and Orange County,
Virginia.
James and Mary Crowninshield Underhill House, 48 East Bayard Street
James H. Underhill represents those hundreds of voters in Seneca Falls
who left their Whig or Democrat parties to form the nucleus of the new nationally
significant Free Soil party. His name appeared 4 times in newspapers in summer
1848 as a supporter of Free Soil. While not all Free Soil advocates were
abolitionists, those in Seneca Falls were strongly rooted in abolitionism.
James and Mary Crowninshield illustrate the intimate intermingling of
abolition and woman’s rights reform. He was a major abolitionist. She was one of
Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s best friends in Seneca Falls. He was a clerk for merchant
Charles L. Hoskins, who was an ardent abolitionist. The Underhills had 2
daughters, each of whom married one of Charles Hoskins’ sons.
West Bayard Street Houses—Gibbs, DeMott, Rumsey, Hocknell, and Gibbs Houses
These homes represent the rising economic expectations of
dozens of ordinary citizens of Seneca Falls who joined with their
more wealthy neighbors to protest slavery in the United States in
an alliance based on shared cultural and political values rather than
social class.
Lucius S. and Jane Gibbs lived at 59 West Bayard Street.
Lucius signed at least 2 of the 4 antislavery petitions send to
Congress from Seneca Falls in May 1850. He was a carpenter.
The next door west was the residence of Lewis DeMott. Like Lucius Gibbs, DeMott was a carpenter and
signer of antislavery petitions.
Moses, Mary and Dorliskie Rumsey lived two doors west of the Gibbs at 65 West Bayard Street. All 3
were affiliated with the antislavery Wesleyan Methodist Church in the late 1850s.
George Hocknell, at 69 and 71 West Bayard Streets, attended 3 Free Soil meetings in summer 1848 and
signed at least one antislavery petition sent to Congress in 1850. He worked in Charles L. Hoskins’ store.
Three doors further west lived A.C. and Experience Gibbs. A.C. was a grocer, Free Soil party advocate,
and antislavery petition signer. His wife Experience Gibbs was a signer of the Declaration of Sentiments at the
woman’s rights convention in 1848.
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Site of William H. and Ruby Henderson Home, Bridgeport Lot 14
Bridgeport at the western end of the Cayuga Bridge was a
lively community in the early 19th century—more active in many ways
than was Seneca Falls village. In 1815 and 1823, William H.
Henderson, probably manumitted from slavery, purchased about one
acre of land (all of lot 14 in Bridgeport). This is the earliest known
acquisition of property by an African American in Seneca County.
It is very possible that his wife Ruby was a freedom seeker. In
both the 1860 and 1880 census, her birthplace is listed as Connecticut.
She may well have sought to conceal her southern birth from a U.S.
official, even after the Civil War.
Jonathan and Elizabeth Miller Metcalf House, Gravel Road
Jonathan Metcalf was an active abolitionist organizer. He signed a call for
the organizing convention of the Seneca County Anti-Slavery Society on October
25, 1837. In 1840, he was president of the Seneca County Anti-Slavery Society.
He signed the Declaration of Sentiments at the woman’s rights convention in July
1848.
Joseph and Harriet Metcalf House, Gravel Road
Joseph Metcalf, with his brother Jonathan, was one of the
earliest, most outspoken, and most important abolitionist leaders in
Seneca Falls. In 1835, he attended the organizational meeting of the
New York State Anti-Slavery Society. He pushed for the first
antislavery resolution adopted by the congregation of the Seneca
Falls Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1843, he led many of its
members out of that church to found the new abolitionist Wesleyan
Methodist Church. It was on February 11, 1843—three and a half
months before the national organizing conference in Utica—that
Joseph Metcalf and 25 associates held their first Wesleyan Methodists meeting in Seneca Falls. At a meeting in
the schoolhouse in District Number 1 on March 27, 1843, they officially organized the “First Wesleyan
Methodist Society of Seneca Falls.” Joseph Metcalf gave the largest donation ($500) toward the new
meetinghouse. That summer was especially difficult for Joseph Metcalf in that his mother died in June, and in
September his barn burned, along with his seed wheat and farm tools. As he reported to the Rev. George Pegler,
the new minister,
It is alright, Brother Pegler. Perhaps the Lord has taken this method to show me the uncertainty [sic] of
my possessions. I must be more liberal with my property while I have it at my command. I have just
heard that now my barn is burned the “Scottie” meeting house will not be finished. Tell Brother Moyer
to push the work, and I will foot the bill.
In addition to his major efforts to get the new Wesleyan Methodist Church established, he expressed his
abolitionism in other ways. In summer 1848, he signed 3 calls for the new Free Soil Party. He subscribed to the
North Star and Frederick Douglass’s Paper from 1849-55. He signed an announcement for a Democratic
League Convention meeting at the Wesleyan Chapel in 1851. He was the nominee of the Free Democracy of
Seneca County for county sheriff in 1852.
Springbrook Cemetery, Gravel Road
This cemetery is the burial place for several Wesleyan Methodist abolitionists, including African
Americans. More specifically, in this cemetery are buried Joseph and Harriet Metcalf, the Rev. Samuel
Salisbury, and Joshua W. and Samantha Wright.
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American Hotel Site, northwest corner of Ovid and Bayard Streets
In the 1840s and 1850s, this was a center for
young reform-minded professionals, especially Whigs.
For many of those years it was operated by Isaac Fuller,
the editor and publisher of the Seneca County Courier,
the Whig newspaper in Seneca Falls.
N.J. Milliken, who worked with Isaac Fuller on
the newspaper, signed the Declaration of Sentiments at
the woman’s rights convention in July 1848. He was a
leader of the Free Soil organization in summer 1848.

Babcock House, 86 West Bayard Street
Joseph Babcock represents those hundreds of
men in Seneca Falls who helped form the Free Soil
Party in 1848 and who signed antislavery petitions
from Seneca Falls in 1850.

19

Part Three: Some Specific Sites in Waterloo
A. Quaker (Society of Friends) Sites
(1) Richard P. and Jane Master Hunt House, 401 East Main Street
He became the richest man in Waterloo by 1850. He and his
third wife (Sarah M’Clintock) and his fourth wife (Jane Master) were
active Quaker abolitionists. They were a key part of the knot of local
Quaker (Friends) families associated with the Junius Monthly meeting
of Friends. In 1840 he, along with Thomas M’Clintock, sent William
Lloyd Garrison four yards of cloth from the Waterloo Woolen Mills
so that Garrison could wear a suit made entirely free from slave labor
at the World Anti-Slavery convention in London. Local tradition
maintains that the Hunt family used the carriage house as a stop on the
Underground Railroad.
It was at this house, that the ladies gathered “for tea” on July 9,
1848, and while gathered they decided to call the first woman’s rights convention.
(2) Thomas and Mary Ann M’Clintock House, 14 East Williams Street
Thomas and Mary Ann M’Clintock and their five children lived
in this house rented from Richard P. Hunt who married Thomas’s ward
Sarah as his third wife. Thomas and Mary Ann and their two eldest
daughters Elizabeth and Mary Ann were active Quaker abolitionists and
supporters of the Underground Railroad, as well as reform within the
Friends (Quaker) church. Their house became a major regional center of
abolitionism, woman’s rights, and spiritualism, hosting such reformers
as William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglass, and Abby Kelley. In
October 1851, because of his major involvement in the “Jerry Rescue”
(removing freedom seeker William “Jerry” Henry from jail and getting
him to Canada) in Syracuse, the Rev. Jermain Loguen spent a night here
on his flight to Canada.
Waterloo’s first antislavery society was formed in December 1836, as soon as Thomas M’Clintock
moved to Waterloo. The M’Clintocks were instrumental in Waterloo’s sending more anti-slavery petitions to
Congress than any other upstate NY community except Florida. The M’Clintocks were active participants in the
American Anti-Slavery Society and the Western New York Anti-Slavery Society.
The M’Clintock ladies organized anti-slavery fairs for several years, starting in 1842. On July 16, 1848,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton came here to have Mrs. M’Clintock and daughter
Elizabeth review Stanton’s draft of the Declaration of Sentiments and her
proposed resolutions to be adopted at the Seneca Falls Convention.
The M’Clintocks operated a drugstore at No. 1 Hunt Block. In this
drugstore they did not sell any products made by slave labor.
(3) M’Clintock Drugstore/Hunt’s Hall, East Main Street
The M’Clintocks used their business to promote their reform interests.
They advertised that all goods sold in their store were “free from the labor of
slaves.” The room over their store was used by daughter Elizabeth as a select
school for girls. Later this room became known as Hunt’s Hall and was one of the
few places in Waterloo where reformers could meet. This Hunt’s Hall also
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became the regular meeting place for the biracial Disciples of Christ Church.
(4) Charles and Deanna Dell Bonnel House, Route 96 North
(5) William and Charlotte Dell House, Route 96 North
The Bonnel and Dell
families were at the core of the
Junius Monthly Meeting of
Friends (Quakers), and starting
in 1848 the Congregational
Friends in such activities as
abolitionism, woman’s rights,
peace and temperance. There
were various marriages between members of the Dell and Bonnel families, which was common among Quakers.
(6) Friends (Quaker) Cemetery and site of Junius Monthly Meetinghouse, Nine Foot Road north of
Route 96 North
The Junius Monthly Meetinghouse was built in 1817-18. It was
site of monthly meetings of the Friends from 1803-1849, and then the
Congregational Friends (later Progressive Friends and still later the
Friends of Human Progress) from 1849 to circa 1860. Reformers in this
rural meetinghouse had a national impact through their support for
abolitionism, Seneca Indian land rights, peace, temperance, and
woman’s rights. Speakers here included Lucretia Mott, Frederick
Douglass, Susan B. Anthony, Charles Lenox Remond, Parker Pillsbury,
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. In 1893 the meetinghouse was sold to
Edward Buck who moved it to another site to be used as a barn. Shortly
afterwards, it burned to the ground.
This group of Quakers helped organize the woman’s rights convention in Seneca Falls in July 1848, just
one month after the split in Genesee Yearly Meeting of Friends (out of which arose the Congregational
Friends), and they formed the single largest group of signers of the Declaration of Sentiments at the Seneca
Falls woman’s rights convention. It was here in September 1848, that Elizabeth Cady Stanton gave her first
speech after the Seneca Falls convention.
Many Quakers are buried in this cemetery. One of these is Sarah M’Clintock Hunt, the third wife of
Richard P. Hunt. She died in 1842 and asked to be buried in a “tow cloth” (linen) so that her body might not
come in contact with anything created by the labor of slaves.
(7) Phebe Dean House, Route 96 North
After her Quaker husband and physician
George Dean died in 1852, she moved back to
Waterloo with her two sons to live with her
widowed mother. She was active in the
Congregational Friends in the 1850s.
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B. African American Families Sites
(1) Thomas and Maria Jackson Houses, 19 South Seneca Street, and 50 North Walnut Street
Thomas
Jackson
was
probably a freedom
seeker who became
very active in the
organized African
American
community in New
York
State,
including his being
one of three delegates from Seneca County to the convention of Colored Inhabitants of the State of New York
in August 1841. Thomas and Maria were anchors of the biracial Disciples of Christ Church, organized in 1853.
Maria and daughter Mary joined the Waterloo Female Temperance Society.
Thomas lived on South Seneca Street, a street that was also home to many whites with strong
abolitionist sentiments. Later they moved to North Walnut Street and several other African American families
came to live in the neighborhood in the late 1840s and early 1850s.
(2) Hiram and Mary Demun, 39 North Walnut Street
Hiram Demun was a free person of color. His wife Mary may have
been a freedom seeker. Hiram purchased several parcels of property. He
was active in organizations related to African American life.

(3) Josephine Van Wagner (Wagoner?) House, 48 North
Walnut Street
Josephine Wagner was a free woman of color who in 1858
purchased this house, where many other African Americans were
living. She is buried in the Stark Street Cemetery.
(4) George Webb house, 41 North Walnut Street (possibly 43 N. Walnut St.)
George Webb was one of several African
American barbers living and working in Waterloo.
He was born in New York State, probably a free
man. His barbershop was well-located at 198 West
Main Street, just west of a major hotel.
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(5) Site of Henry Douglass (“Pompey Smash”) Jr. House, 12 East Elizabeth Street
Henry Douglass, Jr. was the third of eight children born to slaves
Henry Douglass Sr. and Phyllis Kenny Douglass on the Rose Hill farm.
He was freed and moved to Waterloo and became well-known as a driver
of teams of oxen and horses for Joseph Wright and doing odd jobs for
various people. He acquired the nickname “Pompey Smash” because of
his height and bulk strength.
C.

Working Class White Families

(1) Jacob and Cynthia Deyoe
House, 1 South Seneca Street
(2) Gratius and Catherine Deyoe House, 3 South Seneca Street
The Deyoe family members
were long-term supporters of the antislavery movement, especially by
signing several anti-slavery petitions.
Gratius Deyoe attended the Liberty
Party convention held at the Wesleyan
Chapel in Seneca Falls in 1852.
This South Seneca Street neighborhood consisted of many
craftspeople and builders, many of them abolitionists.
(3) Henry S. Lisk House, 5 East Elizabeth Street
Henry Lisk was a tailor and merchant in Waterloo. He was a strong
and long-term anti-slavery supporter. He signed anti-slavery petitions sent
to Congress in 1838, 1839, 1844, and 1850.

D. Other White Families
(1) Charles T. and Hannah Freebody House, 106 East Main Street
Both Charles T. and Hannah Freebody
signed antislavery petitions, representing the many
people in Waterloo who supported the anti-slavery
petition movement as families. Waterloo sends
more anti-slavery petitions to Congress than does
any other Upstate New York town except for
Florida.
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(2) Jacob H. Ackerman House, 9 East Elizabeth Street
Jacob Ackerman exemplifies long-term
abolitionists who worked both in the petition
movement and political abolitionism, making
connections between Waterloo and Seneca Falls.
He attended, for example, a Free Soil party meeting
in Seneca Falls.

(3) Reverend Samuel S. and Ann Gridley House, 204 West Main Street
The Reverend Samuel s. Gridley
and his wife Ann represent the important
anti-slavery strain within the northern
Presbyterian Church that contributed to
the split in the Presbyterian Church
nationally in 1837. Starting in August
1836, he served 37 years as pastor and
then 13 years as pastor emeritus of the
Presbyterian Church in Waterloo. In
1835 he attended the organizational
meeting of the New York State AntiSlavery Society in Peterboro. In 1837 he
was one of the signers of the notice in the Friend of Man newspaper calling for the first meeting of the Seneca
County Anti-Slavery Society. He and his wife signed many anti-slavery petitions that went to Congress.
(4) Martin Kendig House, Main Street at Virginia Street
Martin Kendig was one of the earliest and most important
developers of Waterloo village, first as agent for Elisha Williams
and then investing in his own business opportunities. Two of his
children are Daniel Kendig and Matilda, who married Richard P.
Hunt in
1823. This home became the Seneca County Bank.

(5) Daniel and Esther Kendig
Daniel and Esther Kendig
house at this address. He was the
carried on his father’s business
the small group of families,
sustained Waterloo’s economy. He
petitions, and attended at least one
Seneca Falls in summer 1848.

House, 36 East Main Street
lived in an Italianate-style
son of Martin Kendig and
enterprising. He was part of
Quakers and non-Quakers that
signed
two
anti-slavery
Free Soil party meeting in
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(6) Jabez and Delia Mathews House, 22 Center Street
Jabez and Delia Mathews represent those Congregationalists
in Seneca Falls and Waterloo who became abolitionists and woman’s
rights advocates. In 1841, while living in Seneca Falls, Jabez was
one of 20 local people who helped organize the local branch of the
Liberty Party. In 1843, he was called as a witness to testify in the
Presbyterian Church’s expulsion trial of Rhoda Bement. Bement was
accused of attending Abby Kelley’s lecture in Ansel Bascom’s
orchard on a Sunday in August. Jabez Mathews was asked whether
he thought it proper and “clearly established in the Bible” “for a
female to call a promiscuous meeting for the purpose of addressing
them on Moral & Religious subjects?” even when such a meeting
was “contrary to the established sentiment of the church to which they belong.” Mathews answered, “I believe it
is.” Bement was expelled as a church member. The Mathews in 1846 left Seneca Falls to become Presbyterians
in Prattsburg, NY. Later they moved to Waterloo and were members of the Presbyterian Church in Waterloo
that was pastured by the anti-slavery advocate the Rev. Samuel S. Gridley. Still later they moved back to
Seneca Falls and became members of the newly-established Congregational Church in Seneca Falls.
(7) James Russell and Elizabeth Webster House, 134 East Main Street
James Russell Webster represents those citizens of some wealth
and influence who were active in the Whig and later Republican
political parties and who used their influence locally and nationally to
work for citizenship rights for African Americans. He was a major
proponent of William Henry Seward.

E. Other Waterloo Sites
(1) Seneca County Courthouse
In 1842, abolitionist speakers William Lloyd Garrison, Abby Kelly, John
Collins and Jacob Ferris spoke here as agents of the American Ant-Slavery
Society. In 1849, Lucretia Mott spoke here. In 1853, the Disciples of Christ
Church was organized here and held its initial services here until moving to
Hunt’s Hall.
(2) Waterloo Woolen Mills, 228 East Main Street
The Waterloo Woolen Mills was originally built in 1836-37 as a
woolen mill rather than a cotton mill. Under the influence of Quaker Richard
P. Hunt and other abolitionist businessmen, it was an attempt to take
advantage of wool production from
farmers in Central NY and probably
thus making these wool suppliers as
well as mill employees at least
sympathetic if not outright advocates
of abolition. This mill became the
most important industry in Waterloo.
The original buildings were
demolished in the 1950s and 1960s, but the current limestone structure was built in 1844.
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Richard P. Hunt served as secretary from the start of the mill until his death in 1856. Elijah Kinne of
Ovid/Romulus, who was a major wool supplier, served as president for many years.
In 1840, Richard P. Hunt and Thomas M’Clintock gave four yards of woolen cloth to William Lloyd
Garrison so he would have a suit “free from the taint of slavery” to wear at the World Anti-Slavery convention
in London.
(3) Maple Grove Cemetery, Stark Street
Many abolitionists and Underground Railroad supporters, both black and white, are buried in Maple
Grove Cemetery. These include Richard P. Hunt and his fourth wife, Jane; Thomas and Maria Jackson; and
Henry (“Pompey Smash”) Douglass, Jr.
(4) George Webb Barbershop, 198 West Main Street
George Webb was one of several
African American barbers living and working
in Waterloo. He was born in New York State,
probably as a free man. His barbershop was
well-located just west of a major hotel.
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Part Four: Sites in Southern Seneca County
A. Some early white settlers brought their slaves with them
when they settled in Seneca County.
(1) The Silas Halsey House
The Silas Halsey house illustrates the kinds of European Americans—farmers and professional people
of substance—who brought African Americans
in slavery into central New York in the 1790s. It
also illustrates the personal and familial nature
of the slave system. As slavery was disappearing
in New York State, individuals often worked
closely together, and people in slavery could
often negotiate terms of their own freedom.
Silas Halsey was born in Southampton,
Long Island, in 1742. Educated as a doctor in
New Jersey, he returned to Long Island in 1764,
before he was exiled to Connecticut for his
revolutionary
views
in
1776. In 1778, his wife died and he was left with four
children. His
mother claimed a mother and two sons, Harry and
Prime,
in
slavery. When Halsey came to Lodi in 1793, Prime
came
with
him, and together they cleared land and built a small log
house
at
Cooley’s Point (Lodi Landing), where they planted six
acres
of
wheat and a small apple orchard with seeds obtained
from
a
nearby Indian orchard. The following year, Prime and
Halsey
returned with the rest of the Halsey family, and Prime
probably
helped construct this three-bay Federal house with wing
on Lot 37.
Local tradition suggests that Henry Montgomery may
also
have
helped build this house.
According to Frances H. Barto, one of the
Halsey
grandchildren, Prime, like his brother Harry, was a
sailor.
Having had been on one whaling voyage,” Barto
recounted at
age 96, Prime soon became homesick, and
wished
to
return to Southampton and be a sailor.
Grandfather
told him, he had depended upon him for help
and did not
know how to do without him, but would let him
go
if
he
would pay him $80, to be left with a Mr. Gillson, in New York, at the end of the first voyage. He had
nothing but Prime’s promise, but the money was duly paid. Prime afterwards lived in New York, but we
have no further knowledge of him.
Silas Halsey went on to become a member of the Assembly and Senate of the State of New York, a
member of the House of Representatives during President Jefferson’s administration, and a judge, justice of the
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peace, town supervisor, and county clerk. He served in public office for almost forty years. After he bought his
freedom, Prime lived in New York city, but the Halsey family had “no further knowledge of him.”
Silas Halsey died on November 19, 1832, at age 90. The house then passed into the hands of William
Nevius, Col. Garrit Nevius, Harry C. Farr, and Richard and Sybil Farr, who left it to their daughter, Linda Farr
Lucas, the current owner. It is now a bed and breakfast, the Crystal Springs Tourist Home. i

(2) Rose Hill, 3373 NY Route 96A, Geneva (town of Fayette)
Another example of a white settler bringing his slaves with him is Robert Rose, who settled on the farm
that became known as Rose Hill.
In 1802, Robert Selden Rose, Virginia planter, purchased this land with his brother-in-law Judge John
Nicholas. In 1803, when twenty-eight-year-old Robert and Jane Rose moved their family and thirty-seven
people in slavery from Stafford County, Virginia, to Rose Hill, they were part of a migration of landed families
who poured into upstate New York after the Revolution. Those who came into the Genesee Country—including
Bath, Geneva, and Sodus—included many people from Maryland and Virginia, who established plantations
based on a southern model, operated by people in slavery. Encouraged by Charles Williamson, land agent for
Sir William Pultney’s land company, the Rose family came as an extended family group with the Marylandborn Fitzhughs, Robert Rose’s cousins, and his brother-in-law John Nicholas. The Fitzhughs were also related
to Ann Carroll Fitzhugh, who later married abolitionist Gerrit Smith of Peterboro, Madison County, New York.
More than seventy-five enslaved people came with this extended family group.
About 1809, Rose constructed a plain rectangular frame
house with a small rear kitchen wing. The old house still stands just
west of the new Greek Revival mansion. It became a carriage house
and is now used as a visitors’ center. The old kitchen continued to be
used as the kitchen for the new mansion.
It appears that the attempt to
transplant plantation type agriculture
from Virginia to the Finger Lakes
was not a financial success. Robert Rose manumitted many of his enslaved
people, beginning in 1809. In 1820, however, he still held nine people in
slavery—six men and three women—more than any other single person in
Seneca County. He did not always treat even good workers with dignity. An
1893 county history contained an account of Rose striking a man named Peter
with a cane. An 1828 newspaper story noted that he shot and wounded “one of
his slaves, of the name of Henry” (probably Henry Douglass, Sr.) for refusing
to work in the brickyard on Sunday.
Henry Douglass was born in Maryland about 1776. He married Phillis
Kenny, born in Maryland about 1780, who worked as a nurse for the Rose
children. Henry and Phillis Douglass had at least eight children of their own.
Rose manumitted Henry Douglass on October 10, 1816. Henry and Phillis
Douglass later moved to Geneva, where Henry died May 22, 1849. As a widow, Phillis lived with her children,
Emily and Charles, in 1850 and by herself at 21 High Street in 1860 until her death sometime before 1870.
A Whig and later an Anti-Mason in politics, Rose served in the New York State legislature in 1811,
1820, and 1821, and as a member of Congress from 1823-27. He was a founder of the New York State
Agricultural Society, a member of the board of the Seneca Lock Navigation Company, and a trustee of Hobart
College.
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(3)

The Henry Bainbridge Story

Hidden in a mass of brambles, along with many other early graves, in the Rising Cemetery of Willard,
stands the gravestone of Henry Bainbridge, marked “Henry Bainbridge, Negro, died June 11, 1836.” Henry
Bainbridge has a remarkable story that challenges stereotypes about slavery and freedom in United States
history.
Clues about Henry Bainbridge’s life are hard to find. He was not
listed in any of the census records from 1800 to 1830 in Seneca County. In
1820, however, an African American man aged 26-45 was listed as living
in the household of Elizabeth Bainbridge of Romulus, who was white.
Elizabeth Bainbridge was the widow of Mahlon Bainbridge, born in 1771
in Frederick County, Maryland. Mahlon Bainbridge moved his family to
the town of Romulus, along with his three brothers, Peter, John, and
Absolom, in the early 1790s. They settled on Lot 66, where descendants
remained until the Seneca Ordnance Depot claimed their land in 1941.
(The picture at left, courtesy of Kate Lynch, shows the Henry
Bainbridge gravestone in the Rising Cemetery.)
The Bainbridge brothers and their families formed the core of the
Romulus Baptist Church, formed June 17, 1795. Mahlon was the first
person baptized in Seneca Lake. Absolom became its first pastor, until he
and Peter left for Fayette County, Kentucky. John and Mahlon Bainbridge
married sisters Polly and Elizabeth (Betsey) McMath, daughters of Alla
McMath of Seneca County. Mahlon and Betsy were married on December
22, 1796, and had six children before Mahlon’s death in 1814.
Peter Mahlon had married in South Carolina. His wife inherited 65 people
in slavery. Family tradition suggests that Peter and his wife, opposed to slavery, freed all but five of them.
These five refused to leave the family, so Peter Bainbridge brought them to New York State, where Henry (the
Henry Bainbridge that is the focus of this story) lived with Peter’s brother, Mahlon. When Mahlon died in 1814,
he gave Henry his freedom but asked Henry to remain with his family until Mahlon’s youngest sons were old
enough to work the farm. Henry remained with the Bainbridge family for about ten years, keeping one-third of
the crops.
In 1825, Henry Bainbridge moved to Middlesex, in Yates County, where he bought 100 acres and lived
until his death on June 11, 1836. He left his estate to three of Mahlon and Betsey Bainbridge’s children. In
1925, Henry Bainbridge’s body was brought back to Seneca County from Middlesex and was buried with the
Bainbridge family in the Rising Cemetery. Joanna Bainbridge Folwell, daughter of one of the Bainbridge
brothers, wrote down Henry Bainbridge’s story in a notebook. The location of this notebook is not known, so
we don’t know the details of how Henry’s remains were relocated.
So, what is the significance of this story? One major comment to make is that we see how a person in
slavery typically took on the last name of the family that owned the slave, in this case the Bainbridge family.
There are several factors suggesting that there must have been an especially close friendship between slave
master and slave. One of these factors is that Henry was one of the five slaves that wouldn’t accept freedom and
leave the master’s household in South Carolina. Another factor is that Henry stayed with the Bainbridge family
for ten years after getting his freedom from Mahlon. It is hard for us whites to imagine being enslaved, let alone
choosing to remain with a family when you were granted freedom. Another factor suggesting a strong
friendship bond is that the Bainbridge family had Peter’s remains moved from Middlesex back to Willard to be
buried with the Bainbridge family members. Lastly, erecting a marked (i.e., containing the actual name of the
former slave) gravestone is not typical. Putting all this together, we perhaps need to have some sympathy for the
southern whites who defended the institution of slavery in sharp contrast to the evil way slavery was portrayed
in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
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B. African American Families on Seneca Street in Ovid
On Seneca Street in Ovid, at least 3 African American families were living in the years before the Civil
War. They were the George and Mary Bryant, the Moses and Ann Bryant families (George and Moses were
brothers); the Richard & Hannah Van Horn family; and Charlotte Jackson and her son.

(1) The Bryant Families
George and Moses Bryant had been born in slavery in New Jersey about 1782 and 1785, respectively.
George and Mary Bryant, and probably Moses as well, were manumitted (“freed”) by Joseph Hunt of the
town of Fayette. George was living in Fayette in 1820, according to U.S. Census data. By 1830, he was
living in Ovid. He died there on June 30, 1854.
By 1850, Moses and Ann Bryant were living in Ovid, where Moses worked as a laborer. In 1850, Moses
and Ann Bryant owned land in Ovid valued at $100. Moses died sometime before 1860. In 1860, Ann was
still living in Ovid, near her son Moses, as well as Cornelius Van Horn and Charlotte Jackson. In 1870, Ann
was noted in census data as being 100 years old, that she was living with her son Moses, and that her father
had been born in Africa.
Moses Bryant died on June 27, 1902. His obituary noted that he “recently taken to Willard State
Hospital for treatment,” and he was “one of the oldest residents of this village and highly respected by all.”
(2) The Van Horn Family
Richard Van Horn was born in New Jersey about 1806. His wife, Hannah, was born about 1822 in
Pennsylvania. They probably came to Seneca County as slaves of one of the Van Horn families. By 1850,
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Richard and Hannah Van Horn and their family were living in Ovid. Richard purchased property worth
$700, according to the 1870 census. The census data for 1850 listed Richard as a moulder, and the 1870
census data listed him as gravedigger. They had 8 children. Their 6th child was named Gerrit Smith Van
Horn, born in 1851, because Gerrit Smith in 1847 had donated $300 worth of property in Franklin County to
Richard Van Horn, so that he, as a free person of color, could meet the then property qualifications for a free
black male to vote in New York State. Gerrit Smith had donated well over 100,000 acres he owned in small
amounts so that free black males could meet the then-existing property qualifications to be able to vote. It
was very common for the free male of color to then name his subsequent son with a first name of Gerrit and
a middle name of Smith out of gratitude. This Gerrit Smith Van Horn inherited his parents’ property and he
continued to live in Ovid until his death on December 28, 1937. At the time of his death his obituary noted
that he was “believed to have been the oldest active fireman in the state.”
(3) Charlotte Jackson
Charlotte Jackson is a remarkable example of a free person of color who survived slavery to live the rest
of her life in freedom in Ovid, NY, as a literate, property-owning woman who also took a public stand as an
abolitionist.
Not much is known about Charlotte Jackson’s life. Charlotte Jackson was born c. 1795 to c. 1815 in
slavery in New Jersey. The 1876 Seneca County history referred to her as “an aged, colored woman” who
resided in Ovid” and at one time was the slave of William Godley under the laws of this state.”
She came to New York State enslaved by William Godley, probably sometime before 1827, the year in
which New York State began ending slavery. Information has not uncovered to say when she came to Seneca
County. Her name, as living in her own household, first appeared in the 1850 U.S. Census, in the town of Ovid.
Her name appeared similarly in the 1860 census. She was working as a domestic servant in the home of Belle
and Augustus Ayres in the town of Varick.
The 1870 U.S. Census states she was keeping house, and owning property worth $300. Her house still
stands at the current address of 2101 Seneca Street in Ovid. Enough remains of the framing structure of
Charlotte
Jackson’s
original
home,
constructed of hewn beams and logs that are
still visible in the basement and in parts of
the first floor during remodeling, to suggest
that the house was a small settlement house,
broad side to
the
street.
The probate
petition
of
Charlotte
Jackson
prepared by Belle Ayres, the executor, described the real estate as “consisting of
a small village lot with a dilapidated shanty thereon.” with the real estate having
a value of less than $100 and a personal estate of less than $5.00. ii (Shown
above is the house as it looked in October 2018.)
In January 1849, Charlotte Jackson was the only known African
American woman to sign a woman’s antislavery petition sent by 86 women
from Seneca County. This petition was from “Women of America,” and was
similar to others circulated throughout the north, addressed to Congress “on
behalf of the claims of a million and a half of their sex, who are afforded no
legal protection for a heart’s dearest ties, a Woman’s ‘Sacred honor,’ but with
her husband, sons & brothers are the doomed victims that dwarfs the intellect,
degrades the morals & debases the entire being.”
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As to her family, there is no record of her being married. She did have an adopted son, named Jerome
(or James). The adopted son died on November 15, 1864 at the age of 34. His remains were removed from his
original grave and buried along those of Charlotte Jackson in 1885.
Charlotte Jackson died October 14, 1885, when she was at least 72 years old and perhaps much older (it
is difficult to have exact birthdates for most enslaved persons). In 1874 she had made out a will, directing that
her property be sold to pay her debts and to buy a monument (shown above) to be erected over her grave and
that of her adopted son, James (or Jerome) Jackson, who had predeceased her, in the new cemetery in Ovid.
Because she had worked for many years as a domestic for Belle Ayres, she directed that Belle Ayres be the
executrix of her estate.
These are most of the details of Charlotte Jackson’s story as we know it from a 2006 report titled
Discovering the Underground Railroad, Abolitionism and African American Life in Seneca County, New York,
1820-1880. iii What is the historical significance of her story? To begin to answer that question, early in our
year-long study that resulted in that report, we were told that there had been several cabins just outside the
village which were the homes for several different African American families. In our year of research we were
not able to document any such cabins, but did document that Charlotte Jackson and two other African American
families--the Bryant family and the Van Horn family—lived for many years on Seneca Street in Ovid. This fact
led us to conclude that probably the Ovid village community provided an accepting neighborhood for these
three African American families as well as job opportunities. While the bulk of the anti-slavery activity in
Seneca County was taking place in the greater Seneca Falls-Waterloo communities, other parts of the county—
such as Ovid—were also historically significant.
That she came to Seneca County as a slave underscores the fact that several African Americans who
settled in this county came here as slaves or were descendants of those brought here as slaves. It is a fact that
many of the African Americans living in Seneca County did not come here as part of the Underground Railroad
itself. Some of the others whites who settled in the southern parts of Seneca County and brought slaves with
them include Silas Halsey, and Robert Selden Rose.
Another very interesting thing to note about the Charlotte Jackson story is that this information came
from certain kinds of sources: census records, deeds research, probated wills. Although the Underground
Railroad operated primarily in secrecy because it was an illegal activity, it is those kinds of sources mentioned,
along with newspaper articles and personal diaries and letters, that enable us today to gain much reliable insight
into the actual activities of various individuals of all social classes. Charlotte Jackson was clearly not one of the
wealthiest individuals living in Ovid, but she personally experienced slavery and the adjustment to life as a free
person. Though we do not know what year she actually received her freedom from slavery, we know that as
early as 1849 she was an “activist” in the antislavery cause. Her actions may not receive as much attention as
those of a Harriet Tubman or a Lucretia Mott, but she also had the courage and determination to do what she
could to promote the anti-slavery cause.
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C. Possible Underground Railroad “Stations” (“Safe Houses”) in the OvidRomulus-Varick Area
(1)

the David W. and Mary Kinne House, 6858 Kinne Road, town of Romulus
The David and Mary Kinne house was
strongly believed to be a “station” on the
Underground Railroad. There is a strong oral
tradition to that effect. In the year-long study
of possible Underground Railroad sites in
Seneca County, however, no real evidence
was found to back up this strong oral
tradition. The oral tradition is that freedom
seekers came from the Ovid Landing (Willard
hamlet today) up from Seneca Lake to this
Kinne house and then would proceed on to
Seneca Falls or Waterloo, probably first going to the Steele House in the hamlet of Romulus. The oral tradition
is that the “freedom seekers” were hidden in the windowless attic that was accessed through the doorway shown
in the picture at right.
The David and Mary Kinne farmstead on was
listed on the National Register of Historic Places in
2006, directly as a result of the research in completing
Discovering the Underground Railroad, Abolitionism
and African American Life in Seneca County, New
York, 1820-1880. Owned by the same family for more
than two hundred years (since 1793) this farmstead
represents (1) the national importance of Seneca
County in abolitionism, (2) the national importance of
Seneca County and the Genesee County as a bread
basket of the nation in the mid-nineteenth century, and
(3) the importance of Greek Revival architecture in
antebellum central and western New York,
symbolizing the connection of citizens in the new
American Republic to the democracy of Athens in the fifth century B.C.
The house itself, built sometime between 1846 and 1855, consists of a frame gable-and-wing Greek
Revival style with wide frieze, Doric features, clapboards, and a cobblestone foundation.

(2)

The Richard M. Steele House, 1955 Seneca Street, Romulus hamlet
Like the Kinne House, there is a strong oral
tradition that this Richard M. Steele house in the hamlet of
Romulus was a station on the Underground Railroad, but
the year-long study did not find evidence to verify the
truth of the oral tradition.
The one and a half story wing to the left of the
main part of the house today was the original part of the
house, dating back to 1822. This wing contained an attic
room for “passengers” on the “underground railroad.” A
Dutch oven fireplace there is said to have been a source of
comfort to these “passengers.”
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Judith Wellman, Discovering the Underground Railroad, Abolitionism and African American Life in Seneca County, New York,
1820-1880, pp 49-51.
ii

Discovering the Underground Railroad, p. 59.
This report was funded by a Preserve New York grant from the Preservation League of New York State and the New York State
Council on the Arts. This grant made possible a year-long study in 2005-06 conducted by Dr. Judith Wellman of Historical New York
Research Associates. Dr. Wellman has conducted similar concerted research studies in several Upstate New York counties. Most of
the project reports are available online, including that of Seneca County.
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