
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

BUILDING PERMITS 
1. 	 We are just removing sheet rock to insulate. Do we need a permit? 
2. 	 Does electrical work require a permit? 
3. 	 Does painting or wall papering need a permit? 
4. 	 Does an existing porch/deck need a building permit to replace the joists or posts 

that have decayed over time? 
5. 	 What doesn't need a permit? 
6. 	 Do we need a Zoning or Land Use Permit? In addition to the Seneca County 

Building Permit? 
7. 	 I'm planning to do some minor excavation for a patio/fence/pool etc. I can just do 

that, right? 
8: 	 How do I request a Building Permit? 

FIRE SAFETY I PROPERTY MAINTENANCE INSPECTIONS I OPERATING 
PERMITS 

9: 	 Do I need a Fire Safety and Property Maintenance Inspection? 
10: 	 How often do my building(s) need a fire safety Inspection? 
11: 	 How does a business request a Fire Safety Inspection? 
12: 	 Are there any other times a Fire Safety and Property Maintenance Inspection be 

performed? 
13: 	 What type of buildings or activity requires an Operating Permit? 
14: 	 How do I request an Operating Permit? 
15: 	 What ifmore than one activity needing an Operating Permit is conducted at the 

same location? 
16: 	 How long is my Operating Permit valid? 
17: 	 How can an Operating Permit get revoked or suspended? 
18: 	 Can an Operating Permit get extended or renewed? 

COMPLAINTS 
19: 	 What types of complaints does the Code Enforcement Office investigate? 
20: 	 How do I file a complaint? 
21: 	 What happens if the Code Enforcement Office determines that there is a 

violation? 
22: 	 What are the penalties for a violation? 



BUILDING PERMIT QUESTIONS 


1. 	 We are just removing sheet rock to insulate. Do we need a permit? 

A: 	 Yes. Under New York State Building Code a Building Permit is required to ensure 
compliance ofthe insulation R value. Also, once a wall or ceiling is opened up, 
smoke alarms are required to be updated (Hard wired & Interconnected). 

2. 	 Does electrical work require a permit? 

A: 	 Yes. Electrical work ofany kind requires an Electrical Permit. 

3. 	 Does painting or wall papering need a permit? 

A: 	 No. Painting, wallpapering, tiling, carpeting, or other similar finish work does 
not require a permit. 

4. 	 Does an existing porch/deck need a building permit to replace the joists or posts 
that have decayed over time? 

A: 	 Yes. Any structural alteration requires a permit. However repairs to non­
structural components do not need a permit. 

5. 	 What doesn't need a permit? 

A: 	 Seneca County Local Law 2 of2006 exempts I 2 specific situations from needing a 
permit. Even though a permit is not needed, all work must still conform to the 
New York State Code, and Code Enforcement may stop by and check on progress 
periodically. 
Here is the list ofexemptions: 

(1) Residential sheds. Construction or installation ofone story detached structures used for tool 
and storage sheds, playhouses or similar uses may be exempted IF (i) the gross floor area does not 
exceed 140 square feet, AND (ii) they are associated with one-or two-family dwellings, or with 
multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses); 

(2) Residential Playground Equipment, Installation of swings and other playground equipment 
associated with a one or two-family dwelling or multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) are 
exempted; 



(3) Residential Swimming Pools. Residential swimming pools associated with a one- or two­
family dwelling or multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) are exempted IF such pools are 
designed for a water depth of less than 24 inches, AND are installed entirely above ground; 

(4) Residential Fences. Installation ofresidential fences which are not part ofan enclosure 
surrounding a swimming pool are exempted; 

(5) Retaining walls. Construction of retaining walls may be exempted unless such walls support 
a surcharge or impound Class I, II or IIIA liquids; 

(6) Theatrical Performance Construction. construction of temporary motion picture, television 
and theater stage sets and scenery; 

(7) Residential Window Awnings. Installation of window awnings supported by an exterior wall 
ofa one- or two family dwelling or multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) are exempted; 

(8) Partitions/Movable Cases. Installation ofpartitions or movable cases less than 5'-9" in height 
are exempted; 

(9) Finish Work. Painting, wallpapering, tiling, carpeting, or other similar finish work are 
exempted; 

(10) Appliances. Installation of portable electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilation or cooling 
appliances may be exempted if the equipment or appliance is listed; 

(11) Equipment Replacement. Replacement ofany equipment is exempted provided the 
replacement does not alter the equipment's listing or render it inconsistent with the equipment's 
original specifications; or 

(12) Repairs. Repairs are exempted, provided that such repairs do not involve (i) the removal or 
cutting away ofa load bearing wall, partition, or portion thereof, or ofany structural beam or load 
bearing component; (ii) the removal or change ofany required means of egress, or the 
rearrangement of parts ofa structure in a manner which affects egress; (iii) the enlargement, 
alteration, replacement or relocation of any building system; or (iv) the removal from service of 
all or part of a fire protection system for any period oftime. 

6. 	 Do we need a Zoning or Land Use Permit? In addition to the Seneca County 
Building Permit? 

A: 	 Probably. Whenever a County permit is required, a local Zoning Permit is 
usually also required. You will need to contact your local Zoning or Land Use 
Officer to find out (I'own or Village). Please note that even in cases where a 
County Permit is not required, it is almost always the case that a local Zoning or 
Land Use Permit is required. Here is list oflocal contacts for Seneca County 
Towns and Villages. 

7. 	 I'm planning to do some minor excavation for a patio/fence/pool etc. I can just do 
that, right? 



A: 	 Wrong! While Building Code Enforcement is usually only concerned with 
excavation for driveways, slabs, foundations, and deep water/gas/sewer/electrical 
lines, you still must contact Dig Safely New York at least 2 days in advance of 
starting excavation. Dig Safely New York will take down the information and 
contact the utilities that may have buried pipes or cables beneath the ground, and 
verify whether or not it is safe to dig. This is a free service paidfor by utility 
companies. 

Dig Safely New York can be contacted by dialing 8-1-1. You can also.find more 
information at their website: http://www.digsafelvnewyorkcom/ 

8: 	 How do I request a Building Permit? 

A: 	 You complete this application 
ht1p:/lwww.co.seneca.ny.us/ forms/codes building permit form.doc andfile it 
with the Seneca County Department ofBuilding and Fire Code Enforcement. 
Sometimes it 'sjust easier to stop into the office andpicking up a copy or calling 
to set up an appointment with the Code Enforcement Officer. 

The property must also be current on its local, school, and county taxes. .lfyou 
are delinquent on your property taxes, we will not be able to process the 
application until the property is free ofliens for any delinquent taxes. 

Once you have submitted your application the Code E71forcement Officer shall 
review the application, and may schedule an inspection ofyour premises prior to 
the issuance ofan Building Permit. Thereafter, subsequent inspections may be 
conducted depending on the nature ofwork to be done. 

FIRE SAFETY I PROPERTY MAINTENANCE INSPECTIONS I OPERA TING 
PERMITS 

9: Do I need a Fire Safety and Property Maintenance Inspection? 

A: In general, residential one- and two-family dwellings, or with multiple single­
family dwellings (townhouses) do not require Fire Safety I Property Inspections. 
Property owners may also request Fire Safety I Property Inspections from this 
office. 

The following types ofbuildings DO require either an annual or tri-annual Fire 
Safety and Property Maintenance Inspection. 

(I) Buildings or structures which contain an area of public assembly. 

(II) Buildings or structures being occupied as dormitories. 

http:ht1p:/lwww.co.seneca.ny.us
http://www.digsafelvnewyorkcom


(III) All multiple dwellings not included in (I) or (II) above, 


(IV) All non-residential buildings, structures, uses and occupancies not included 

in (I)(II) or (III) including the following occupancies CA. B, E, F. H, I. M, R, S 

and U) (described below) 


(1) Assembly, "A" Occupancy: 

Buildings or structures which contain; areas ofpublic assembly "A" including: 

(Restaurants, Churches, Court rooms, Museums, Night clubs, Bars, Art galleries, 

Bowling alleys, Dance halls, Funeral parlors, Libraries, Pool and billiard parlors, 

Swimming pools, Arenas, Stadiums, Grandstands and Bleachers and similar areas 

that have an occupant load of 50 or more. If the Occupant Load is 49 or less than 

the occupancy classification is a Business "B" 


(2) Businesses "B" Occupancy: 
Buildings or structures which contain; offices or professional services. Including 
Airport traffic control towers, Animal hospitals, kennels and pounds Banks, 
Barber and beauty shops, Car wash, Civic administration, Clinic-outpatient Dry 
cleaning and laundries: pick-up and delivery stations and self-service, Educational 
occupancies for students above the 12th grade, Electronic data processing, 
Laboratories: testing and research Motor vehicle showrooms, Post offices, Print 
shops, Professional services (architects, attorneys, dentists, physicians, engineers, 
etc.), Radio and television stations, Telephone exchanges and Training and skill 
development not within a school or academic program. 

(3) Educational "E" Occupancy: 
Buildings or structures which contain; 6 persons or more for education up to the 
twelfth grade. Or daycare Buildings and structures that have more than five 
children above 2 Yz years of age shall be classified as an "E" occupancy. 

(4) Factory "F" Occupancy: 
Building or structure, or a portion thereof, for assembling, disassembling, 
fabricating, finishing, manufacturing, packaging, repair or processing operations 
that are not classified as a Group H hazardous or Group S storage occupancy. 

Group "F-P' Moderate-hazard Occupancy Occupancy: 
Buildings or structures which contain; Aircraft, Appliances, Athletic equipment, 
Automobiles and other motor vehicles, Bakeries, Beverages; over 12-percent 
alcohol content, Bicycles, Boats, Brooms or brushes, Business machines, Cameras 
and photo equipment, Canvas or similar fabric, Carpets and rugs (includes 
cleaning), Clothing, Construction and agricultural machinery, Disinfectants, Dry 
cleaning and dyeing, Electric generation plants, Electronics, Engines (including 
rebuilding), Food processing, Furniture, Hemp products, Jute products, Laundries, 
Leather products, Machinery, Metals, Millwork (sash & door), Motion pictures 



and television filming (without spectators), Musical instruments, Optical goods, 

Paper mills or products, Photographic film, Plastic products, Printing or 

publishing, Recreational vehicles, Refuse incineration, Shoes, Soaps and 

detergents, Textiles, Tobacco, Trailers, Upholstering, Wood; distillation, and 

Woodworking (cabinet). 


Group "F-2" Low-hazard OccupancyOccupancy: 

Buildings or structures which contain: Fabrication or manufacturing of 

noncombustible materials including, Beverages; up to and including 12-percent 

alcohol content, Brick and masonry, Ceramic products, Foundries, Glass products, 

Gypsum, Ice and Metal products (fabrication and assembly). 


(5) High - Hazard "H" Occupancy: 
Buildings or structures which contain; High-hazard Group H occupancy includes, 

among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, that 

involves the manufacturing, processing, generation or storage of materials 

that constitute a physical or health hazard in quantities in excess of those 

allowed in control areas 


Group H-1. Buildings and structures containing materials that pose a detonation 

hazard shall be classified as Group H-1. 

Materials include the following: 


Explosives: Division 1.1, Division 1.2, Division 1.3, Division 1.4, Division 1.5, 

Division 1.6, Organic peroxides, unclassified detonable, Oxidizers, Class 4, 

Unstable (reactive) materials, Class 3 detonable and Class 4 and Detonable 

pyrophoric materials 


Group H-2. Buildings and structures containing materials that pose a deflagration 

hazard or a hazard from accelerated burning. 

Materials include the following: 


Class I, II or IIIA flammable or combustible liquids which are used or stored in 

normally open containers or systems, or in closed containers or systems 

pressurized at more than 15 psi (103.4 kPa) gage. Combustible dusts, Cryogenic 

fluids, flammable, Flammable gases, Organic peroxides, Class I, Oxidizers, Class 

3, that are used or stored in normally open containers or systems, or in closed 

containers or systems pressurized at more than 15 psi ( 103 kPa) gage, Pyrophoric 

liquids, solids and gases, nondetonable, Unstable (reactive) materials, Class 3, 

nondetonable and Water-reactive materials, Class 3. 


Group H-3. Buildings and structures containing materials that readily support 

combustion or that pose a physical hazard. Materials shall include the following: 


Class I, II or IHA flammable or combustible liquids that are used or stored in 

normally closed containers or systems pressurized at 15 pounds per square inch 




gauge (103 .4 kPa) or less, Combustible fibers, other than densely packed baled 
cotton, Consumer fireworks, l .4G (Class C, Common), Cryogenic fluids, 
oxidizing, Flammable solids, Organic peroxides, Class II and III, Oxidizers, 
Class 2, Oxidizers, Class 3, that are used or stored in normally closed containers 
or systems pressurized at 15 pounds per square inch gauge (103 kPa) or less, 
Oxidizing gases, Unstable (reactive) materials, Class 2 and Water-reactive 
materials, Class 2. 

Group H-4. Buildings and structures which contain materials that are health 
hazards. Materials shall include the following: 

Corrosives, Highly toxic materials and Toxic materials. 

Group H-5 structures. Buildings and structures which contain Semiconductor 
fabrication facilities and comparable research and development areas in which 
hazardous production materials (HPM) are used and the aggregate quantity of 
materials is in excess allowed in the Building and Fire Code. 

(6) Institutional "I" Occupancy 
Buildings or structures which contain; 

Group 1-1. Residential board and care facilities, Assisted living, facilities, 
Halfway houses, Group homes, Congregate care facilities, Social rehabilitation 
facilities, Alcohol and drug centers and Convalescent facilities. 

Group I-2. Hospitals, Nursing homes (both intermediate care facilities and skilled 
nursing facilities), Mental hospitals and Detoxification facilities 

Group 1-3. Buildings and structures that are inhabited by more than five persons 
who are under restraint or security (Generally incapable of self-preservation due 
to security measures not under the occupants' control). Prisons, Jails, 
Reformatories, Detention centers, Correctional centers and Prerelease centers 

Group 1-4, day care facilities. Buildings and structures occupied by persons of 
any age who receive custodial care for less than 24 hours by other than parents or 
guardians, relatives by blood, marriage or adoption, and in a place other than the 
home of the person cared for. 

(7) Mercantile "M" Occupancy. 

Buildings and structures for the display and sale ofmerchandise. Including the 

following: Department stores, Drug stores, Markets, Motor fuel-dispensing 

facilities, Retail or wholesale stores and Sales rooms 


(8) Residential "R" Occupancv. 

Buildings and structures for sleeping purposes 




when not classified as an Institutional "I" occupancy or when not regulated by the 
Residential Code ofNew York State 

Group R-1 Residential occupancies: sleeping units where the occupants are 

primarily transient in nature, including: 

Boarding houses (transient), Hotels (transient) and Motels (transient). 


Group R-2 Residential occupancies: sleeping units or more than two 

dwelling units where the occupants are primarily permanent in nature, including: 

Apartment houses, Boarding houses (not transient), Convents, Dormitories, 

Fraternities and sororities, Hotels (nontransient), Monasteries, 

Motels (nontransient) and Vacation timeshare properties. 


Group R-3 Residential occupancies: Occupants are primarily permanent in nature 

and not classified as Group R-1, R-2, R-4 or I, including: 

Buildings that do not contain more than two dwelling units, Adult facilities that 

provide accommodations for five or fewer persons of any age for less than 24 

hours, Child care facilities that provide accommodations for five or fewer persons 

of any age for less than 24 hours and Congregate living facilities with 16 or fewer 

persons. 


Group R-4 Residential occupancies include occupancy as residential 

care/assisted living facilities including more than five but not more than 16 

occupants, excluding staff. 


(9) Storage "S" Occupancy. 

Building or structure, or a portions of, for storage that is not classified as a 

hazardous occupancy. 


Group "S-1" Including storage of the following: 

Aerosols, Levels 2 and 3, Aircraft repair hangar, Bags: cloth, burlap and paper, 

Bamboos and rattan, Baskets, Belting: canvas and leather, Books and paper in 

rolls or packs, Boots and shoes, Buttons, including cloth covered, pearl or bone, 

Cardboard and cardboard boxes, Clothing, woolen wearing apparel, Cordage, 

Dry boat storage (indoor), Furniture, Furs, Glues, mucilage, pastes and size, 

Grains, Horns and combs, other than celluloid, Leather, Linolewn, Lumber, 

Motor vehicle repair garages complying with the maximum allowable quantities 

of hazardous materials listed in Table 307.1(1) (see Section 406.6), Photo 

engravings, Resilient flooring, Silks, Soaps, Sugar, Tires, bulk storage of 

Tobacco, cigars, cigarettes and snuff, Upholstery and mattresses and Wax 

candles. 


Group S-2. Including storage ofnoncombustible materials such as products on 

wood pallets or in paper cartons with or without single thickness divisions; or in 

paper wrappings. Such products are permitted to have a negligible amount of 




plastic trim, such as knobs, handles or film wrapping. Including storage of the 
following: 
Aircraft hangar, Asbestos, Beverages up to and including 12-percent alcohol in 
metal, glass or ceramic containers, Cement in bags, Chalk and crayons, Dairy 
products in nonwaxed coated paper containers, Dry cell batteries, Electrical coils, 
Electrical motors, Empty cans, Food products, Foods in noncombustible 
containers, Fresh fruits and vegetables in nonplastic trays or containers, Frozen 
foods, Glass, Glass bottles, empty or filled with noncombustible liquids, Gypsum 
board, Inert pigments, Ivory, Meats, Metal cabinets, Metal desks with plastic tops 
and trim, Metal parts, Metals, Mirrors, Oil-filled and other types of distribution 
transformers, Parking garages, open or enclosed, Porcelain and pottery, Stoves, 
Talc and soapstones and Washers and dryers. 

(10) Utility AND Miscellaneous "U" Occupancy: 
Buildings and structures of an accessory character and miscellaneous structures 
not classified in any specific occupancy shall be constructed, equipped and 
maintained to conform to the requirements of this code commensurate with the 
fire and life hazard incidental to their occupancy. Group U shall include, but not 
be limited to, the following: 
Aircraft hangars, accessory to a one-or two-family residence (see Section 412.3), 
Barns, Bathhouse, Carp01ts, Fences more than 6 feet (1829 mm) high, 
Grain silos, accessory to a residential occupancy, Greenhouses, Livestock 
shelters, Private garages, Retaining walls, Sheds, Stables, Tanks, Toilet facilities 
and Towers. 

10. 	 How often do my building(s) need a fire safety Inspection? 

A: 	 Buildings or structures that require a Fire Safety and Property Maintenance 
Inspection once every 12 months include buildings that contain an assembly 
occupancy "A"(such as Restaurants, Churches, Court rooms, Museums, Night 
clubs, Bars, Art galleries, Bowling alleys, Dance halls, Funeral parlors, 
Libraries, Pool and billiard parlors, Swimming pools, Arenas, Stadiums, 
Grandstands and Bleachers and similar areas that have an occupant load of50 
or more) and buildings or structures occupied as dormitories 

Otherwise, other buildings and multiple dwellings require a Fire. Safety and 
Property Maintenance Inspection once every 36 months. 

11: 	 How does a business request a Fire Safety Inspection? 

A: 	 Contact the Code Enforcement office at (315) 539 -1950 and ask to schedule a 
Fire, Safety and Property Maintenance Inspection. 



12: 	 Are there any other times a Fire, Safety and Property Maintenance Inspection 
may/will/should be performed? 

A: 	 Yes. A Code Enforcement Officer or an Inspector designated by the Code 
Enforcement Officer may perform a Fire, Safety and Property Maintenance 
Inspection ofany building, structure, use, or occupancy, or ofany dwelling unit, 
at any time. 

Usually, this occurs in one ofthree ways: 

(1) Upon written request by the owner (or owner's agent) ofthe property to be 
inspected; 
(2) When the Code Enforcement Office receives a written statement alleging that 
conditions or activities failing to comply with the Uniform Code or Energy Code 
exist; or 
(3) When the Code Enforcement Officer receives any other information, 
reasonably believed by the Code Enforcement Officer to be reliable, giving rise to 
reasonable cause to believe that conditions or activities failing to comply with the 
Uniform Code or Energy Code exist. 

An inspection may not be performer in any circumstance under which a court 
order or warrant permitting such inspection is required, unless such court order 
or warrant shall have been obtained. 

13: 	 What type of buildings or activity requires an Operating Permit? 

A: 	 An Operating Permit is REQUIRED to when the building will be usedfor 
following activities: 

• 	 Manufacturing, storing or handling hazardous materials in quantities exceeding 
those listed in Tables 2703.1.1(1), 2703.1.1(2), 2703.1.1(3) or 2703.1.1(4) in the 
publication entitled "Fire Code ofNew York State" and incorporated by 
reference in 19 NYCRR section 1225.l; 

• 	 Hazardous processes and activities as defined by the Fire Code o.fthe State of 
New York, including but not limited to, commercial and industrial operations 
which produce combustible dust as a byproduct, fruit and crop ripening, and 
waste handling; 

• 	 Use ofpyrotechnic devices, provided, however that such devices shall only be 
used outside and shall in no event be allowed to be used or operated indoors; 

• 	 Buildings containing one or more areas ofpublic assembly with an occupant load 
offifty (50) persons or more; and 

• 	 Buildings whose use or occupancy classification may pose a substantial potential 
hazard to public safety, as determined by the Fire Code ofthe Stale ofNew York,· 

• 	 Carnivals, fairs and other special events excluding one- and two-family 

occasions. 




14: How do I request an Operating Permit? 

A: You complete this application http://www.co.seneca.ny.us/dpt-comserv-code­
enfOrcement.php andfile it with the Seneca County Department ofBuilding and 
Fire Code Enforcement. Sometimes it's just easier to stop into the office and 
picking up a copy or calling to set up an appointment with the Code Enforcement 
Officer. 

The property must also be current on its local, school, and county taxes. 
are delinquent on your property taxes, we will not be able to process the 
application until the property is.free ofliens for any delinquent taxes. 

Ifyou 

Once you have submitted your application the Code Enforcement Officer shall 
review the application, and schedule an inspection o,fyour premises prior to the 
issuance ofan Operating Permit. Thereafter, subsequent inspections may be 
conducted at the time ofthe Fire Safety and Property Maintenance Inspections. 
required under Section 11, ofLocal Law 2 of2006. 

15: What ifmore than one activity needing an Operating Permit is conducted at the 
same location? 

A: In any circumstance in which more than one activity needing an Operating Permit 
is to be conducted at a location, the Code Enforcement Officer may require a 
separate Operating Permit for each such activity, or the Code Enforcement 
Officer may, in his or her discretion, issue a single Operating Permit to apply to 
all such activities. Except that Pyrotechnics Operating Permits are valid for the 
day ofthe display(s) only and need to be separate from other Operating Permits. 

16: How long is my Operating Permit valid? 

A: Operating permits for an area ofpublic assembly, or for buildings or structures 
that are being occupied as dormitories are good for twelve months. Operating 
Permits for multiple dwellings, all nonresidential buildings, structures, uses and 
occupancies are goodfor thirty-six months. 

Operating permits for pyrotechnic devices for carnivals, fairs and other special 
events (not including one- and two- family occasions) are issued only/or the 
dates ofthe event. 

17: How can an Operating Permit get revoked or suspended? 

A: Ifthe Code Enforcement Officer determines that any activity or building for which 
an Operating Permit was issued does not comply with any applicable provision of 



the Uniform Code, then the Code Enforcement Officer may revoke or suspend the 
Operating Permit. 

18: 	 Can an Operating Permit get extended or renewed? 

A: 	 Yes. An Operating Permit may be reissued or renewed. In either case, an 
application must be submitted, the applicable fee paid, the application reviewed 
and approved by the Code Enforcement Officer, a site inspection conducted, and 
any/all other requirements satisfied. 

COMPLAINTS 
19. 	 What types of complaints does the Code Enforcement Office investigate? 

A: 	 Code Enforcement Office is primarily concerned with complaints which assert the 
existence ofconditions or activities that fail to comply with the Un(form Code, the 
Energy Code, Seneca County Local Law 2 o/2006 (as amended), or any other 
local law or ordinance or regulation adopted for administration and enforcement 
ofthe Uniform Code or the Energy Code. 

In practical terms, this means that we are concerned with allegations ofunsafe 
structures - structures that pose an imminent danger to life from fire, structural 
failure, environmental danger, and/or other hazardous conditions. These might 
include: unsafe building equipment; insanitary conditions; structures being used 
for purposes other than that which they were designed; structures in imminent 
danger ofstructural failure or collapse; structures which have partially or fu.lly 
collapsed and occupation is hazardous; situations where there is actual or 
potential danger to the building occupants or those in the proximity ofany 
structure because ofexplosives, explosive fumes or vapors or the presence of 
toxic fumes, gases or materials; or the operation ofdefective or dangerous 
equipment. We also investigate poor workmanship and unsafe design during 
building construction, and buildings that have been built or altered unlawfally. 

20: 	 How do I file a complaint? 

A: 	 To file a complaint, simply submit a written statement alleging that conditions or 
activities failing to comply with the Uniform Code or Energy Code exist. Or 
Contact the Code Enforcement Office and supply the following: Your name, 
Phone number where you can be reached, the nature ofthe complaint and how 
you are aware ofthe situation. 

Ifyou are .filing a complaint about the place you are living please provide the 
following: Your name, Phone number where you can be reached, the nature ofthe 
complaint and how you are aware ofthe situation, ifyou are receiving any 



government assistance the name and contact information for you case worker, if 
you are behind on any rent, the date you informed the land lord and ifthe 
notification was verbal or in writing. 

21: What happens ifa violation is found to exist? 

A: The Code Enforcement Officer will provide the owner ofthe affected property, 
and any other Person who may be responsible for the violation, with notice ofthe 
violation and an opportunity to abate, correct or cure the violation. If the 
violation constitutes an immediate hazard to life and safety, then the building or 
structure may be posted Uninhabitable or Condemned in addition to the violation 
notice being served on the responsible party (Fenant or Owner). 

22: What are the penalties for not correcting a violation? 

A: Although the Code Enforcement Officer is authorized to issue appearance tickets 
after the due date for the correction has passed, every opportunity is given to the 
responsible party to abate the violation prior to.further legal action. 

The key is to work with our Office to correct the violation, not to ignore it. 

Penalties fOr Violations. 

Under Seneca County's Local Law 2 o/2006, the penalty/or violating the 
Uniform Code, the Energy Code is a penalty ofup to a $1000. 00 fine, a sentence 
ofup to fifteen (15) days in jail, or both, for each day that a violation continues. 

Additional civil penalties ofup to $200 for each day or part thereofduring which 
such violation continues, and other civil action to remedy the violation are also 
possible. 

All ofthese penalties are in addition to any penalties provided for under State 
law. 




