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Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts
and
Determination of Significance
Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance. The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact.
Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not
have a significant adverse environmental impact. By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its
determination of significance.
Reasons Supporting This Determination:
To complete this section:
• Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude. Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.
• Assess the importance of the impact. Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to
occur.
• The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.
• Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where
there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.
• Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact
• For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that
no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.
• Attach additional sheets, as needed.
FEAF Part 2.3.d.- The project will result in impacts to 3.91 acres of palustrine emergent wetlands which are regulated by the United State Army Corps of
Engineers. These wetlands provide very limited functions and values given that much off their area is actively farmed and based on their soil conditions,
geomorphic positions, and other physical attributes. The principal function of the impacted wetlands has been determined to be in floodflow alteration,
albeit their ability to provide this function is limited by their silty clay soils and shallow depressional attributes. The project involves the creation of new
stormwater management facilities that will exceed the functions provided by the existing wetlands. In addition, wetland impacts will be mitigated off site
through the Ducks Unlimited In-lieu-fee Program. Seneca County will purchase 3.91 credits from Ducks Unlimited within their “Seneca Lakes” service
area providing for no net loss of wetlands. Based on the aforementioned information, the proposed project will provide greater environmental and social
benefits than the existing conditions.
FEAF Part 2.5.d.- The project will modify existing drainage patterns. However, the drainage improvements proposed by the project will alleviate localized
ponding/ flooding on airport and adjacent lands. The downstream receiving waters of the proposed stormwater retention basins are capable of handling
the directed flows from the airport without exacerbating further downstream flooding.
FEAF Part 2.8.d.- The project will convert 18.3 acres of prime farmland to non-agricultural use. A Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form (Form AD
1006) was forwarded to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to determine the significance of the farmland being converted. The NRCS
determined the relative value of the farmland when compared to farmland in the surrounding area. The NRCS determined that the relative value of the
converted farmland to be 142 points, with 160 points being the threshold at which further consideration should be given to protection, and that no
additional sites needed to be given consideration. The project will not fragment existing agricultural lands or agricultural districts, or limit access to
agricultural lands. The proposed action is not expected to have a significant impact on farmland or other agricultural resources.
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Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus this additional support information
Final Environmental Assessment for Land Acquisition, Drainage Improvements, Terminal Area Expansion and Airspace Protection, dated August 2012
and prepared by McFarland Johnson, Inc.

and considering both the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the
Seneca County
as lead agency that:
 A. This project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact
statement need not be prepared. Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued.
 B. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency:

There will, therefore, be no significant adverse impacts from the project as conditioned, and, therefore, this conditioned negative
declaration is issued. A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617.d).
 C. This Project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact
statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those
impacts. Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued.
Name of Action:

Land Acquisition, Drainage Improvements, Terminal Area Expansion and Airspace Protection Projects

Name of Lead Agency:

Seneca County

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency:
Title of Responsible Officer:

Margaret E. Li

Clerk, Board of Supervisors

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency:

Date:

Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer)

Date:

For Further Information:
Contact Person: Bill Bordeau- Planning and Community Development Director
Address:

Seneca County Office Building, 1 DiPronio Drive, Waterloo, New York 13165

Telephone Number: (315) 539-1730
E-mail: bbordeau@co.seneca.ny.us
For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a copy of this Notice is sent to:
Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town / City / Village of)
Other involved agencies (if any)
Applicant (if any)
Environmental Notice Bulletin: http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html
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