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For Immediate Release 
Date:  September 21, 2015

[bookmark: _GoBack]Waterloo, NY-The Seneca County Health Department has been notified by Wayne County Public Health of a death of a horse that has tested positive for Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) in the Town of Galen.  Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) is a rare viral disease caused by the bite of an infected mosquito. EEE virus (EEEV) is one of a group of mosquito-transmitted viruses that can cause inflammation of the brain (encephalitis). EEE can affect humans, birds, unvaccinated horses and other mammals. Disease transmission does not occur from person to person, mammal to mammal, or mammal to person.  EEE is only transmitted through the bite of an infected mosquito.  

Due to the close proximity of this confirmed case of EEE, the Seneca County Health Department is urging its residents to take the following precautions to prevent EEE infection:    
· Unvaccinated horses are very susceptible to EEE.  Vaccinate your horses against EEE and West Nile Virus.   
· Use insect repellent properly. Those that contain DEET, picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus are most effective, but should be used with care. Read the product label and use according to package instructions.
· Limit outdoor activities in areas where mosquitoes are most active and between dusk and dawn.  
· Wear long-sleeved shirts, long pants, shoes and socks as weather permits when outdoors.
· Repair or replace all window and door screens to keep mosquitoes out.
· Reduce or eliminate all sources of standing water.
· Empty or dispose of pails, cans, flower pots, or similar water holding containers from your yard.
· Clear roof gutters, remove leaf debris from yards and gardens, and clean vegetation and debris from the edge of ponds.
· Turn over wheelbarrows and wading pools when not in use.
· Clean and chlorinate swimming pools, outdoor saunas and hot tubs and drain pool covers.
· Change the water in birdbaths and horse troughs twice a week.
·  Properly dispose old tires.

What are the symptoms of EEE?
Most people bitten by an infected mosquito will not develop any symptoms. Severe cases of EEE infection in humans begin with a sudden onset of headache, high fever, chills, and vomiting. The illness may then progress into disorientation, seizures, encephalitis and coma.

There is no human vaccine for EEE. To protect yourself avoid being bitten by mosquitoes.                              EEE and West Nile virus vaccines are available for horses.  Call you veterinarian to vaccinate your horses.  For more information on EEE please call the Seneca County Health Department at (315) 539-1920 or visit 
www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/eastern_equine_encephalitis/fact_sheet.htm and 
www.co.seneca.ny.us.  
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