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SENECA COMWMTY
AGRICULTURAL SOQCIETY

The organizational mseting
of the Seneca County Agricuézﬁ
+ L.

tural Society was held in 1

This was the beginning of the
organization as it exists today,
but it was not the first meeting
of men to form an agriecultural
society.

The first recorded meeting was
on April 10, 1810, just 15 vears
after the county was organized.
Attending this meeting were: Silas
Halsey of Ovid; Benjamin Lemmon
of Romulus; Alexander Rorison and
Lodowick Stofflet of Favette;
Jacob Chamberlain and Allen
Hammond of Junius; Benjamin
Langdon of Galen and Oliver
Whitemore of Wolcott. This was
before the town of Lodi had been
set off of Ovid and Covert,
and it would be another nine vears
before Waterloo, Seneca Falls and
Tyre would be set off from the
military township of Junius,

A subsequent meeting was held
in Seneca I'alls on May 27, a: the
inn of Theophilus Stout, At. that
.time Chester Brown was named sec-
retary of the organization,

The men met again, on Julv 7, in
Romulus at the house of Skillman
Loughty. Wilhelmus Mynderse and
John Watkins attended this meeting.
‘A final recorded meeking was in

Clyde and Adonijah Church of WolcottThe

was abeut 80 2 9C miles.

roxr a few vears there were fairs
in the southemm district which in-
cluded, Ovid, ilysses and Hector,
then in Tow.%ins Co., The northern
district also had a fair but after
a few attemprs these were dis-
coentinued.

The organizatcion of the present
agriculcural society was at Bearv-
torm (Favette), June 19, 1841,
umder the act passed by the state
legislature, May 5, 1841.

The first officers were: Garry V.
Sackett, Seneca Falls, president;
Samuel Williams, Waterloo, corres-
ponding secretary; Andrew B. Dunlap,
Ovid, recording secretaryv; and John D.
Coe, Romulus, treasurer.

The first county fair was at Ovid,
Oct. 21 and 22, 1841, Jeremish
Thompson won first premium in the
plowing match; Andrew Dunlap had the
best bufter and cheese; Peter Covert,
the best crop of wheat and .John V,
Groves ., the best half-acre of
potatces. Ladies also exhibited and
Mrs., Cachoevine Joy, wife of Arad of
Lodi had the hest specimens of
cocoons, and Felen Sutton, the best
cloth, She probably made this cloth
from the weol of sheep on her farm.

The receipts were $27% and pavments,
£233.50, shewing a profit of $45,50.

In 1842 rthe fair was in Waterloo.
same offlcers continued except

attended. Ryneéar Covért was elected James Stevenson of Waterloo, replaced

president of the society; Ledlie
Mmlap, secretary anid Charles

i

Thompson, treasurer.
The society was dissolved
within a few vears, possibily
because of the difficulty of
conducting meetingg, The distance
between YWolcott, the northern most
town of the county'znd Ulvsses

and Hector, the sogthern boundaries

John 3. Coe as treasurer, In 1843,
John L., Eastman of Lodi was named
president and William R. Schuyler of
Ovid, recording secretary. John D.

Coe returned as treasurer, and except
for 1845 when he was president, he
continuad as treasurer until his death
in 1878,

John Johknston of Favette, histor-
ically recognized as the first farmer
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in the United States to tile his
land, was president in 1844,
John Delafield, newly arrived

in Seneca County, became corres-
ponding secretary. In 1848,
Delafield became president of
the society and continued as
such until his death in 1853,
except for 1851,

He probably would have also
served in 1851 but that year
he was elected president of the
New York State Agricultural
Society and John L, Eastman of
Ovid was named president.

In 1848 it was decided to hold
the fair each year in the town
that raised the most money. It
was in Seneca Falls, one vear,
Waterloo, the next. In 1855 and
1858 it was at Farmervilie,
(Interlaken)

In Februrarv 1856 the agri-
cultural society was reorganized
and the fair alternated between
Ovid and Waterloo until 1870.
Since that date it has always
been in Waterloo.

After the death of John Delafield

in 1853, Garry V. Sackett was
again elected president, for one
vear. Other presidents of the
society in thos earlier years
were: Joel W. Bacon, Waterloo;
John E. Seeley, Ovid; Orange W.
Wilkinson, Varick,; Orin Southwick
Junius; Ebenezer Miunson, Tyre

and William Dunlap, Owvid,

George S. Conover of Varick,
who later moved to/ Genewva and
was ‘the author and editor of the
History of Ontarid County, was
secretary of the gociety in
1856 and 1857. In/ 1856, the
office of vice president was
introduced. Those who served in
this office included: Truman
Boardman of Covert; Abraham
Pappleye, Covert; John €. King,

William Dunlap and Ira Johnson,
Romulus

In 1876, a large moulded frame
39 by 28 inches with a depth of
four inches, was prepared by the
soclety. The lower portion was div-
ided into shallow compartments, :
radiating from the center; 16 in all,
In the compartments were placed
samples of grains and grass seeds,
produced in Seneca County. These
were donated by farmers and grain
dealers representing the best of the
season's production. It was covered
with glass, and Seneca County Agri-
cultural Society, 1876 was printed
en top of the frame. It was sent to
the Centennial Fair at Philadelphia
as an exhihit freom Seneca County,

In 1878 the exhibition halls at _
the county fair were large tents on (&
wooden frames which could be dis-~ .
mantled when the fair was over. On
Oct.' 2, 1878, Floral Hall was so
packed that the side of the tent. had
to he raised to let in air.

Among the exhibits that year were:
a silk embroidried chair, crayon
sketches of the family of Mrs. James
Joyce, a large cage of canaries and a
case of preserved butterflies,

Many county residents were involved
in some way with the fair and its'
exhibits. In 18783, committee members
and area they were in charge were:
Grain, seeds, roots - George Stacey,
Garrett Doremus, William Sweet
Horses - James Karr, Thomas Magee,
George lecker, Joshua Hinckley,
Thomas Merryman
Cattle - Charles Cgden, Daniel Yost,
John Van Houten
Sheep - E.%W.Edwards. Ebenezer Munson
Daniel D. Jchnson )
Swine - Andrew S. Hollenbeck, Daniel
Burreughs, William A. Collamer
Poultry - Dr., John L. Clark, Dr.

. Ephraim J. Schoonmaker, William Thomas

utter and Cheese - John C. Wolf,
Alexander Rorison, Joseph P. Slack
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and their wives

Machinery - David W. Andrews,
Arthyr W. Huff, John L. Blocmer
Leather work, harnesses, boots
Orin Southwick, Bvram Leonard,
James Woodruff

Pruit - Peter D. Henion, William A.
Stevenson, Joseph C. Wolf,
Vegetables - George M. Esterley,
Andrew J. Bartlett, Lewis Lull
Flowers - Misses, Jane Reamer,
Electa Wood, Sarah A. Savre,

Libbie Wayne, Luella Allen, Lizzie
Cook, Mary Swan

Paintings, musical instruments,
wood. decorations, etc. Amos P.
Miller, Mrs. Michael D. Ritter, Mrs
William W. Vandemark

Embroidery and fanecy articles -
¥rs, William W. Stacey, Mrs. E.
Andrews, Libbie Hoster, Mrs. Emily
Ringer

Domestic products which included
corn brooms, flour, honey, wine,
bread, canned goods - Mr. and Mrs.
George W. Jones, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles E. Yost, Mr. and Mrs.
Martin L. Allen.

Carriages made in Seneca County -
Monroe Budd.

T

Y

There were both mule and horse
races. The committee for the races
was - David d. Rvans, Joshua
Hinckley and Aaron Magee.

In 1881, the officers of the
agricultural society announced
plans teo purchase a permanent site
for the fair. TUp to this time the
site was rented each year. Many
offers were received hy the society.
William #. Burton whp had recently
purchased the Maple [Grove Racetrack
From Joseph Wright, joffered it to the
society for $6,000. Rumsey of Seneca
Falls would sell 23 acres for
$3,000. Ovid offered land with
running water for $2,000. William

!
f

/

A. Deaver of Romulus had land to sell
and the town of Romulus offered to
pay 91,000 toward the land and it
would grade the track. John Gaylord
offered 25 acres at Kingdom for

$250 an acre.

All offers were considered by the
officers and the final decison was
to purchase the Waterloo property
from Burton. They probably con-
sidered the cost for the others
would go up when it came time to
prepare it for the fair. The
Waterloo property already had a race
tract and probably some buildings.

Joseph Wright had bought the
property from the Williams estate
on April 2, 1353 for $1,000. It
included lots 580 through 594 and
lots 965 through 1970. These
village lots were laid out by John
Burton in 1836. Wright probably
first used the land to grow
nursery stock since he was in that
business. He lster converted it
into a race track. He sold the
property to William H. Burton on
Aug. 21, 1882 and Burton resold it
Oct. 27, 1882 to the officers of the
agricultural society for $6,000.

The need to purchase a site for
the fair hecame evident when the
society realized it could never
accummulate resources or be very
successful unless it had its own
land for the annual fair.

Ten men were appointed to a
committee to wview the wvarious
sites that had been offered. A
meeting was at Romulus, Feb. 9, 1882,
to hear the report. It was agreed
that it would difficult to raise
$£6,000 to purchase the Burton
property.
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was at the Towsley House in Waterloo,
to work out details. William B.

Clark was chairman and Francis

Bacon, secretary of the meeting.

Ur. -Bacon suggested that 300 shares

A second meeting on Feb.

of stock at $20 a share be sold

to raise the needed $6,000. Leonard
Story suggested that 600 shares

at $10 be sold and the latter plan
was adopted. The following men

were assigned the job of selling
the stock: Francis Bacon, Leonard
Story, John C. Wolf, Martin Hough,
James Seeley, Uriel D. Belles,
Pavid Stacey, Myron Cosad and
George E. Thomas. By June 3G, all
the stock had been sold and the
agricultural society was on its way
to having a permanent site for the
annual county fair,

The officers of the society
that year were: William W. Stacey,
president; William I.. Eastran,
vice president; John R, Wheeler,
secretary; A.V. Brokaw, treasurer;
L.I. Huff, George Jacacks, Jacoh
Meeker, Myron H. Cosad, John
Anderson and Halsey P, Halleck,
directors.

The soclety erected a new per-
manent exhibition building and
named it Floral Hall. It was in
the form of an L. One side was 210
feet long and 54 feet wide, a wing
was 100 hy 54 feet.

A new grandstand, stables for
horses and pens for gattle, sheep
and swine was also built. Over
6,000 people attended the fair thar
first year and $1,900 was taken in
from admissions at 15 cents per
person ‘and 25 cents jper vehicle.

On Friday during fair week
there were several trotting races.
Among the local horse owners who
participated were, Ceorge Post of
Ovid, Frederick E. lorchouse and
Otis L. Fisher of Scneca Falls,

Dr. John W. Day of Waterloo, Isaac
Burroughs of Fayetcte and Joghua
Hinckley of Romulus.

The popularity of the fair in-
duced the society, in 1387, to
schedule two fairs, one in the summer
and one in late September. The offic-
ers that year were: Benjamin Bacon,
president; George Decker, vice
president; Charles XK. Henion, treas-
urer; Edward Hugent, secretary,

Aaron Magee, general superintendent;
Myron H. Cosad, George Thomas,
directors. Ho liquor or heer was
sold at the fair.

In 1895, special evente inecluded:
donkey rides, Aztec mummies on
display, one mile hicvele races.
School children were allowed a
half-day holiday to goc to the fair.

Local stores had exhibits. These
included: Allen & Nugent. Clary
Bros. Malcolm Love Pianos, Selmser
& Son, dry goods, James Nailos,
Webster Bros. Churches also had
displays. The main feature thar
was a man going.up in a hot air
balloon. It toock five gallons of
kercosene to inflate the baloon.

vear

At the annual meeting in 1896,
51,000 was paid on the principal for
the mortgage, total still owed was
$1,700. In 1899, it was noted the
society was out of debt and had
$200 in the treasurv. In addition
£o the purchase cost, the society
had borrowed $4,800 and later an
additional $2,70% to erect the
buildings. It was noted at the
annual meeting that from the time of
purchase to 1899, over 520,000 aad
been spent on the property. "By
wise counsel, cool heads and not the
least of all, fortunate weather, we
are able to meet every obligation.'

The county fair was the higgest

event of the vear., Top class acts
appeared there ede¢h vear. In 1998,
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-the star attraction was the Wild
‘West Indian Congress and American
Hippodrome which included 70
people with 30 Sioux Indians,

In 1910, the society scheduled
free band concerts and open air
vaudeville during fair days,
downtown in the shopping district.

On May 17, 1916, the grandstand
horse sheds and a portiom of the
cattle pens were totally des-
troyed by fire. William Youngs
of Seneca Falls was arrested for
arson. He claimed the fire was
accidental. He had started a
fire under the grandstand to
dry his clothing and to keep
warm Loss to the society was be-
tween three and four thousand
dollars, but by July 25, a
new grandstand was being built.
It was built eact of the old
one. It would seat 1,500 and
horse stables were built under
the grandstand.

Among the exhibits that vear
was one from Canada. The star
attraction was the Carlisle Wild
West Show, formerly the New York
Hippodrome. State troopers also
had an exhibit and put on their
own version of a wild west show.

In 1921, the officers were:
Arthur W. Huff, president;
Commodore C. Pontius, first vice

president; W. Clinton Kime; second:

J. Willard Huff, secretary;
Frederick G. Stewart, treas-
urer. Directors were Myron H,
Cosad, Joseph H, Manges, Charles
. Pratz, Dwight M, Kellogg,
Millard F. Garnett and Burt E.
Smalley.
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. Because of the previous success
of the fair it was extended to four
days instad of three. The main en-
trance was moved to the southwest
corner and a double driveway was put
inside a new fence. Now pecple could
drive in to the main hall. The fair
grounds would be illuminated for the
first time at night, The eastern

part of the floral hall was set aside
as a dance hall and there was dancing
every afternoon and evening.

The free attraction was Miss Jessie
Lee Nicholas and her Society Horse
Show and Circus. It seemed that this
would be one of the most successful
years's in the history of the fair,

But tragedy struck. On August 19,
Leroy S. Martin -of Liverpool, a
policeman was killed in a motorcvecle
race, ; .

On August 28, Commodore Pontius,
of Kendaia, the vice president of the
agricultural society, burned to death
in a fire at his home. He had gone
into the bamm trying to save some of
the animals when he was trapped in
the flames..

Then on Oct. 13, Floral Hall was
destroyed by fire. Built in 1883
it had cost $10,000. In the building
were 42,000 gallons of canned beans
and peas, valued at about $22,500, In
‘the dining room and kitchen there
were 1,300 more cans of vegetables.
These were the property of the Geneva
Preserving Co., bn SwiftSt. which used
the building for storage.

The agricultural society had
insurance of $5,500 and the building
was considered a total loss. The
canning company had its stock




insured for $35,000. The est-
imated cost to rebuild was-
515,009, - J

In July 1622,
Waterloo got the

Elmer.Young .0f .
Jcontrdet £8; ]

rebuild Floral Hall. The new - -a_|
"Wheﬂ"ponstrpction was started on

building would be somewhat
smaller in size,

Many of the residents of the
county were involved in the
planning of the fair and for
several vears, they presented a
pageant during Fair Week. In
1923 it had the theme of the
History of Seneca County, in
1925 its theme.was TProgress.

About 1916, the state had
announced that it was consider-
ing cutting down on support for
the county fairs. Ir felt there
was too much emphasis on side
show attractions and not enough
on agricultural interests.
Apparantly it changed its mind

for in 1924, the societv received
$4,000 from the state for premiums

One of the most popular
exhibits that year was one on
natural history. There were
hundreds of specimens of ‘birds,
eggs, butterfiles, Iizards and
also Indian relics. About 450
residents participated in the
annual Pageant. The first auto
races were in 1925 znd wére
very successful,

During the 1930's the schools
and students were quite involved

-

L i

with activities at 'ty air. In
1936, a new feature w
hibits of work dene by the leecal
schools. Claude €. Doxrator,
agriculture teacher at Waterloo
High School, had a wocational
exhibit at the fair. The first
football game of che s¥ason,

5 eX-

then

that year was played during fair week
at the fair grounds. Waterloo played

- Ovid,.

Since the first fair was held in

: Ovid in 1841 there have been only

three years when there was no fair.

the Senecd Ordnance Depot, housing
was desparately needed for the worker
and his family. Many of the local
residents opened their homes to the
workers but there were not enough
homes available, especially for men
with families. The job would take at
least two years to complete and so
arrangements were made with the
Seneca County Agricultural Sociery to
rent the fairgrounds for a trailer
camp.

Waterloc Trailer Park Defense
Project No. 18 was started. Flecrric
service and sswer lines were put in
and by Qctober 1941, 105 families
were living at Waterloo Trailer Town.
The pgovernment brought in 75 trailers
and 26 defense workers had their own
mobile homes. The trailer camp was
dedicated.on Nov. 3, 1941. It re-
mained until late in 1942.

In 1945 the fair was cancalled

¢ because of governmen: restrictions

governing such affairs. Quoted were:

. shortage of manpower, difficulties

in securing entertainmenr.

Through the vears the people who
serve as cfficials or committee
members of the agricultural society
have been. a loval and hard-working
group. Once part of the team, they
continue to serve for many vears.
Second and third genesrations have
worked for the success of the fair.

Tl

fhere have heen bad vears, weath-
th

hopa Uy

er has a lot to do with the success
or failure of the fair. Buildings
have burned and they have been re-
built. Other forms of entertainment



and bad weather have kept people
away and fair officials have
probably wondered whether it was
worth the effort to continue,

In this modern age of com-
puter technology and video blitz,
the county fair mav be to some,
nostalgic and hokum, but it is
truly by the pecple and for the
people, and all indications seem
that it will continue for a long
time to come.

SENECA COUNTY IN 1811

A census printed in an Albany
Manual in 1811 showed that Seneca
County had a total populaticn of
16,689. The county ar that time
was much larger in size than it
is today, but it had only existed
as a county for seven vears and
its permanent white resident had
only emigrated to the area, less

than 29 years. before.

Ovid was the larsest with a
population of 4,535; Junius, com-
prised of Skoi-Yase, Waterloo,
Yest Cayuga, Galen and the Salt
Works had 2,251. Apparantly

45 s s

1,754; Hector, 1,653; Wolcott, 480
and Ulysses, with Ithaca and Tre-

ow known as
,250.

main‘s village,
Trumansburg had

Lo 3

There were 401 looms which man-
ufactured 172,713 vards of cloth
that year. There were. 15 tan works,
seven fulling mills; 10 carding
machines and 26 distilleries, the
most plentiful indusrry of all.

That year the county was divided
into school distriets and quite
possibly, that was the purpose of
this particular census. Wilhelmus
Mynderse of Seneca Falls: Jared
Sandford of Ovid (later Lodi); and
David Woodeock of Ithaca were nomin-
ated as commissioners tc make the
divisions. Jared Sandford was app-
ointed to receive the monies from
tuitions and state school. funds,
allocated for the gospel and school
lots. These monies were turned over
to the school trustees.

tantm ntant, P S S0 SR S SN
E e e

Lo ko

FISHING FOR CARP

On May, 7, 1909, tonsg of carp
were raken by net from Cayvuga Lake
and shipped to the New York marker.
So many were taken that the price
dropped making it unprofitahie for
fisherman to haul for carp alone.
They also took out some bullhead
for the local market.

Carp were first intraduced to
the lalkes in 1886, when %,000 fish
in lots of 20 teo 400 were distributed
in different loca tions in the lakes.

B e R R Rt 5

oo iy atenboatant
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Waterloo had been named unofficially

by that time, but not
Pemulus with Lancagter/Bailevtown
and Appletown had 2 766; Favettre

Seneca Falls.

Thanks go to Wayne lorrison for
the use of material from
wr

Bew York State Asriculrural

hool,




A SPECIAL SURVEY

Among the thousands of papers
being inventoried in the Seneca
County vault there is one doc-
ument which is a questionaire
relating to the possibility of
establishing a mental hospital in
this area. It is a survev of the
residents of the Semeca County Alms
House who might have been classified
as being insane. 1t is also a
description of conditions at the
poor house and the care, given to
these people.

The survey was done about 1365
at the state's request and was
probably a measure to indicate how
much space would be needed for
Seneca County residents.

The State Legislature, by an
Act passed April 30, 1864,
authorized Dr. Sylvester D. Wiliard
of Albany, secretary of the state
medical society, to investigate
the condition of the insane poor,
except in those institutions
which were then required by law to
make a report to the state,

A series of questions were
printed and sent to!each county
judge, who appointed a compertent
resident physician to wisit and
report upon the condition and
the treatment of rhe insane in-
mates of each poor house. The
reports were then sént to Dr.
Hillard, who would present his
summation to the legislature.

The former Agriculrural College
at Ovid was being tonzidered for
this purpose and che Sccond State
Lunatic Asylum was created. It
wag to be named the Beck Asylum
for the Insane in honcr of Dr.
Romeyn Beck, sed, who had
given much effort to the improve-

dece

p-1b

ment of methods in the care andg
Lreatment of the mentally handicapped

Dr. Hillard, who more than anyone
else had worked on successfully
completing this project, died on
April 2, 1865 at the age of 39 years,
enly six days before the passage
of the bill. The final law which
created the asylum was passed on
April 8, 1865 as "An Act to
authorize the estzblishment of a
State Asylum for the chroniec insane
and for the better care of the
insane poor." It was to be named
The Willard Asylum for the Insane.

There were 63 questions on the
survey. Thev were probably answered
by the house physician at thar
time since he would have had the
best knowledge of the conditions of
the institution and the care re-
ceived by the residents.

In 1865 there were 635 residents
at the Seneca County Alms House
and of these, 13 were considered in
varving degrees of insanity.

Of the 13, three men and one woman
was capable of working. The men did
light chores out of doors. For
amisement they were allowed to sing,
play and dance. The women could also
piece quilts, knit and crochet.

It was noted that three of these
patients were destructive and
sometimes tore off their clothing,
llone were ever restrained with
chains or hand-cuffs. Mo mechanical
restraints were used. Since the
question was asked, it is apparant
that such measures must have heen
used in some institutions. At the
Seneca County Alms House, if control
was necessary, the person was con-
fined to his or her room,.

The building did not have a full

=]
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supply of water and there were no
bath tubs. The mentally sick were
bathed at least once a week,
oftener if is was possible. One
of the patients was confined to
the basement, but the room was

at ground level,

The majority of rcoms had
double sized wooden beds, Five
rooms had bunks but all residents
slept one to a bed. Cne exception
was noted. One of the insane reg-
idents, Mary Gridley, would not
permit a bed to be placed in her
room. It did not say with what she
was provided. She was 50 vears of
age, born in England. She had been
at the home since 1845 and was
always confined to her room
because she was considered quite
violent. Mattresses were of straw
and feathers and the straw was
changed once a month, oftener,
if necessary.

The diet of the residents con-
sisted of chicken, beef or mutcon.
Vegetables served were: potatoes,
corn, cabbage and onions. Tea,
milk or coffee were served oce-
asionally.

The mentally sick men all came
to the table. Three ladv residents
took meals to the females on a
plate and they are in their rooms.

The county house could accomm-
odate 16 mentally sick people.
Their quarters were separate from
the paupers. They were visited by
the house physician, ar least
once a week, more ifl it was needed.

In addition to Mrs, or Miss
Gridley, Sarah Williams, 43, and
& weaver was born in fngland,

She had been at the alms house since
1848, Ann Van Steinberg, 47, ad-
mitced in 1857, was born in Ireland
Also Mrz. Ann Burk, 41, who had been
admicted in 1862.

The others were all born in rhe
United States, It did nort specify
what state or county. They were:
Harriet Swartz, 45, in the poor

house, 1864; Almira Prane, 45,
in 1857; tailoress; Lana Adams, 84,
in since 1830; Miss Mason, 41, in

1857,
no age,

Naney Austin,
idiotic.

ressmaker; and
classified as

The men included: Jonas Bird,
44, in 1843, formerly a tanner and
currier; F. Kelly Munson, 42, in
1863, a blacksmith: John @G. Hause,
39, in 1861, a shoemaker and Daniel
Blakely, 63, in 1864, a carpenter,
Mr. Blakely was supporcted bv his
children. Morxe than half of these
patients had formerlv been confined
at Utica Insane Asvium and one,
Harriet Swartz had also been at
Brattlebero,

PEOPLE QF SENECA COUNTY

CORNELIUS B, COLE

He was born in Lodi, Sept. 17,
1822, son of David and Rachel Townsend
Cole. His grandfather David Cole
was one of the very early pioneers
of the Ovid:Lodi area, having come
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to this county before 1800. He
died in 180%. David Cole, IT,
died in Trumansburg, Nov, 5
at the age of 70,

El

Cornelius studied law in the
offices of William H. Seward and
cther prominent attornies of
Seneca and Cayuga Counties, He
graduated from Wesleyan University
in 1847 and was admitted to the
bar in Oswege, in 1848,

Like go many young men of that
time, he felt the lure of "going
west", and west he went, the hard
wey. He got as far as Missouri
without any problems. In April
1842, he started our from Missouri
and it tock him over rhree months
to cross to California. He arrived
in Sacremento on Julv 24, 1849,

He married a girl frem back
home, Olive Colegrove of Ithaca,
made the trip to California ahbout
three years later, by way of the
Isthmus of Panama. They were mar-
ried in Sacremento, Ja:, 6, 1853,

During their first thirty vears
in California, they lived in the
northern part of the state. He
was the founder of the Citv of
Colegrove, named for his wife's
fFamily. He and his wife were the
founders of the Sacremento Times
newspaper about 1863, It was a
Republican newspaper and he was
one of the founders of rhe
Republican Party in California.

In 1863 he was el
Congressman from Cal
from 1866 to 1873 he ¢
Senator.
Congress during the Civ
during the post-war reconstruction
period.- He was a clpsefriend of
Abraham Lincoln. He parti ipated
in the Johnson Impeac Erial;

‘the family
es. His biography
Who's Who,

In later wvears,
moved to Los Angele
appeared in the 1903
and

91, he

In 1§
still attended to his law practice
every day. He died in Los Angeles,
Nov. 3, 1924, at the age of 102, He
was the brother of Mrs. Jacob Meeker,
Gilbert Ccle, an attornev in New York

i3,

at the age of

City, and Gecrge Washington Cole, a
Civil War general.
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JOEN DELAFTELD

He moved to Seneca County about
843 and bought a farm of over 300
res at Reose Hill in Favetre. He
ed Oct. 28, 1853. During those 10
ars from his arrival to -the time of
s death, he was one of the most
fluential men zo ever live in
eneca County, When he settled here

[
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he was almost 60 years of age and had
2lready accomplished more than most
iF

plis
men did in a Iife time.
He was born at Ravenswood, NY on
Long Island, Jan. 22, 1786. He grad-
uated from Columbia College in 1805.
He went to work in a large wholesale
dry~goods store and in 1808 was sent
by the company as a minor officer,
in a brig bound for the West Indies.
The captain of the ship died of yellow
fever at Havana, and two days later,

the mate died after thev had left
Cuba. Mr., Dalafield took charge as

masier,

Several days larer, a nutinv broke
cut among some of the ecrew. They
intended to Kill Delafisld and rake
cver the ship. With the help of loyal
members of the crew e was able ro
PUt a stop toc the mutiny and sometime
Later brought the brig, safely to
Corunna, Portugal,

AL that time there was a war betwee
England and France 2nd Delafield and
s ship were delayed at Portugal.
was finally given permission to



sail’ for England, The brig en-
countered a violent storm off the
coast of France and when they
reached Eristol, England, the
ship was in such a poor conditien
it was no longer considered
sea-worthy.

Before he was able to return to
rhe Tnited States, England and
America had become inveolved in
the War of 1812 and he was com-
pelled to remain in Bristol. He
was sent Co prison for some
alleged violation 0f the revenue
laws but was soon released.
After his release ho was nort
permitted to go more than 30
miles from Bristel.

He found work as a cabiner maker
and was also employed in a drug
store. He married for his Ffirst
wife, a lLady from Bristol. When
the war ended in 1515, he went
into business as a commission
merchant and remained abrozad
until 1820. After the death of
his wife he returned to New York
City and quickly was employed as
a teller in the Phoenix Bank in
that ecity.

He scon was appoinred cashier
of the bank and in 1830, became
its president. During this
period he became a part of the
New York City socimtv. He was
an early prometer of the Hudsen
River Railroad, a dirgeror of
the University of York and
an organizer of the Philharmonic
Musical Society.

In 1841 he. and the Phoenix Bank
suffered heavy financial losses.
He was determined f0 lgave The
city and severed connection
with the bank. It at this
time that he carme ©s Seneca County

He named his farm in Favette,

=, John
ile-making
48 « The
tile works
nbv in South

orts of
Johnstone, he im
machine from Eng
machine was set u
of Benjamin F. Whavre
Waterlog.

In 1846, Vr. Delafield was elected
president of the Seneseca County
Agricultural Society. He remained
presidenc, except for one year, until
he died.

He did not serve as president in
1851 because that vear, he was elected
presidant of the New York State
Agricultural Society. Under his supexr-
vision, the State Fair was in Rochester
that year end was vary successful.

In 1846, his farm was selected as
the best farm in thz county bv the
Seneca County Agricultural Society,
and in 1848, he was awarded a Stare
Premium,

While president of the state
agricultural he wreote the first
thorough and accurate history of Seneca
Courty and it was published in "The
Transzctions of the New York Agricultural
Seciety foxr 1856.". It also contained
& complete geclogical survev of the
countv. His hiscory has been the hasis
of all histories of the COMLEY written
since that time.

His acrions proved that he had
great love and affection for his farm
and the area he had adopted. He now
sel out to prove his commitment to
Seneca Ceounty,

Principally through his efforts,
the State Legislacure, in 1853, passed
An Act to Incorporate the llew York
State Agriculrural College, Mr,
Jelafield vas named president of a
board of zyustees. The hoard immed-
iatly approved the building of the
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Oakland;

Jerepriation from
progress gas

£ ”,ddcwlv ﬁver

LLege at

na record to
death, it was
He did not

h his death,
‘e agricultural
1 i s diccontinued,
Juer the same, his sfforts were
not in vain. Only the location of
he college was changed, Plans
‘ere made to build it ar Ovid.

nitial efforts showed thie would
D”ve been succea egsful, but a major

asfer put an end to thig ef £fort,
tfe Civil War,
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CRE FARNSWOATH

He moved to Waterlos 1in 1313 and
£ a time worked gs a carnenter.
Was a partrer in business with
Riijan Stark bur the partnership
g ssolved by mutual consent
: ). He later went into ch.
uzinzss. He was Cruc~ee of

in 1833,

He had a 1
Charles was 1 he i)
iied a Gettysburg. In 1850, charles
was iiving in his mother's heiso
sith his wife, Elizah ach, who was
poxrn in Enpland. In che L\GO census
12 was in Waterloo in batween
shose yeais he'had 1
iived in Pannsylvan

“.izabeth had turec

al, Geo: ge, 13 bown Hew York:
thvrles ard Jane, ciw and £ ur,
;L:ﬂ Ln_“enns"L\Pnlq. Accorrding te
£
a

ri.o and worled as acurse.

inda Ropling.

343 ht the age of: 57
at 77.

hi There
We in the 1830
an family, In
14 Ve 26; WlkL am,
25 ed only b; the
inj 3 Charles, 20,
Jane, 18; Marcha 13 and qarah 10,
More can be learned in rhe records
of the old Stark Street Cemetery,
the tragedy of the deaths of their
children.

The first was Eliza P. who drowned
in the Zenzcz Jutlat in 1818, at the
age of 18 monias. Then there was
James I. who dled in 1825, ape,
four menths: infans son, died 18 27
3usan F. on July 2%, 1835 ar 21
wenths ead Cynchia, at seven,on Aug.
17, 1835,

Another infsat son disd in 18 337;
Bllea ih 1844 ar =wo and finally
Franci: in 1853 at rthe age of nine
=308, .1 wonchs, Also in the same
pilot ara Polly Farmsearth who died
in 1819, aged 2§ ard allas Porterx
Farnsworth, I- 181 :
identicy of the iz o cannor be
detevr‘"aﬂ fror iting recoris
bt thev are hHG other
mambers of ’

Tl vr et bt

ARCHELUS GATES

fle was a physician and studied
medicine with Dr. Echan Watson at
Romulus. He began hir practice in
the Tom of Qvid in 1818 and moved 4o

the viliage in 1821.
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According to the book on phy-
sicians of Seneca County, written
by Dr. George Bellows, Cates was

bormn May 27, 1789 in Massachusetts,

and died April 11, 1832, in Ovid.

The book noted that Dr., Gates never

married but in the 1820 and 1830
census, there were two females as
part of the household. In 1830,
the two ladies were under the age
of 40.

Possibly they were Mary Cates
who married Caleb Smith of Hecror
in 1839 and Sophronia Gates who
married James Davison of Ovid
in 1840.

B e
MRS. PERMELIA STORY

Mrs. Story was not a 3Jeneca
County resident. She lived in
Hector and to stretch a point,
Hector was once part of Seneca
County. Little is known ahout her
or her family.

Still she deserves mention in
this series. First, there are few
storles one can relate about the
women during the early vears.

They ware there: raiging children,
managin - the household, inspiring

their n but seldom were they
acknowi. - wed as individuals. Only
a Few ! v'z swirvivad and one of
these 7 Pormelia Reynclds Story,

th. wi'c «f Rew, Asa 'Storv,

Actus iy
lite sets her apart 'rom all the

o1er ‘hardworking women of her era.

T was the dav she jent to wvisit
lTesident Abraham Lincoln.,

The Rev, Asa Stops his wife
xmelia and theis children had
ved in Hector, duking the 1850's.

7. only one day out of her

Civil War,

they moved to the Washington
D.C. area.
Both the minister and his spouse
were staunch Hortherner's and they
advocated their choice frequently,
The possibility of war did not stop
them from voicing their opinions
and the Fev, Asa Storv was arrested
and sent to prison. He became sick
in prison and when he died, his widow
returned to Hector, with her children,

It is nor known how many children
they had, but when the war finally
came, two of her sons, enlisted,

In the Adjutant General Reports of

the men who enlisted in the war,

there is a Caleh Story, who enlisted
in 1861 at Watkins, as a private in
the 23rd Infantry. Possibly he was one
of her sons

By the winter of 1864-65, Mrs.
Story had received word that both of
her-sons had died in the war. Accord-
ing to the people in the neighhorhood
she was a "harmless, erazy woman."
She was ahout 45 vears old at that
time, short, stout and was a loud
and constant talker. She continually
proclaimed her admiration of the
President but people felt she was
harmless and usually just ignored her,

Vhen she came up missing during
that winter, no one thought much about
it. About two weeks later, she was
back and to all who would listen,
she told this story.

"I have been to Washington, D,C.
I called at the White House early
one moerning and was refused admit~
tance by the attendant, who said I
must wait. Say's I, 'I'm Mrs. Story
from Hector and I am going to see
Abe Lincoiln,'

"A gentleman approached and

metime during that period, several commenced talking to the front door

:ars before the outbreak of the

keeper. I slipped by but had not gone

51



far before 1 met another chap
who asked my business.

"Says I, 'T'm Mrs. Story from
Hector and 1 want to see Mr,
Lincoln.' He told me I couldn't
see him and I just opened on him
a little. While I was talking a
door opened and out came a long,
lean, lank fellow, who said,
'"What's up out here now, John?; I
told him I wanted to see Mr,
Lincoln.

"Said he, Walk in my good lady,
I am Mr. Lincoln. Then said I,
slapping him on the back, 'Honest
0ld Abe, Father Abraham, George
Washington, the Second, HOW ARE
YOU? I'm Mrs. Story from Hector.

"Then he pulled a chair up to
the grate, made me sit down and
he sat down right beside me. I
told me, I've lost my man and boys
in this cruel war and was willing
to shoulder a musket myself, if
he'd let me, and help save our
country. He asked me a great many
questions, and we sat and sat and
talked and talked for two hours.
When I come to 20 he took both my
hands, bid me 'Good-by and God
Bless you', which I will never
forget." ]

People in Hector and Watkins,
hearing thisstory and considering
her condition, gave it no credit.

1t was just something to pass along

end laugh sbout, "Thdt Mrs, Story
can sure dream up some fancy
stories", they would/say.

{

Not long afterward, William H.
Seward, passing thrgugh Schuyler
County to Auburn, was detained
some hours at Watkips. While con-
versing with some of the local
residents he asked [if anyone
knew an old lady from Hector by
the name of Story. One of the
men said he knew such a lady who
was considered somewhat of an

eccentric,

Seward then told the group.
"Mr. Lincoln came to me immediately
after his interview with this
woman and told me all about it.
As he did so, big tears rolled down
the President's cheeks. He assured
me that there was enough patriotism
in Mrs, Story to replenish one of the
Southern States. He told me that she
had wiled away two of the most
pleasant hours it had been his lot
to enjoy since he entered office.”™

Permelia Reynolds Story, wife of
the Rev. Asa Story, died lMarch 18,
1879. She is buried in the old
Burdette Cemetery. The stone is
broken and there are two stones,
face down, near bv. She is buried
between Frances Reynolds, wife of
Andrew who died in 1854 ar 83,
and George W. Reynolds, who died at
51, in 1851. With her last resting
place located among this family of
Reynolds, it would appear that she
was a long time resident of Schuyler
County.

THE VALIENT
CHARLES A. BUCK

Charles A. Buck, 72, of Seneca
Falls, died Dec. 21, 1985, He was
buried in Maple Grove Cemetery.

He was born in Seneca Falls, Oect.
27, 1913, son of Foster H. and
Jessie Scott Buck. He was a veteran
of World War II. He was amember of
American Legion, VFW and Disabled
American Veterans.
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GEORGE KELLOGG

George Kellogg, 85, formerly
of Interlaken, died Dec. 22,
1985 in Ithaca. He was born in
Interlaken, son of Timothy and
Alice Chidley Xellogg. He was a
member of the Trumansburg American
Legion . i

S
’

ROBERT R. TROVATO

Petty Officer Robert R.
Trovato, 22, of Interlaken, died
Dec. 22, 1985, in a Rochester
Hospital followimg an automobile

accident. He was buried in
Lakeview Cemetery.

Petty Officer Trovato jeined
int Navy in 1981 after his grad-
uation from South Seneca Central
School and was stationed at New-
London, Conn. .

_ i
CHARLES V. MULLEN

Charles V. Muilen,'64, of . &
Romulus, died Jan. 21,-1986, at

the Veterans Hospital in Canandaigua

He was born-April 9, 1921, in,
Owego. He was a member of the :
Army Air Force during WorldWar IT
and retired as a captain. Burial
was in Owego.

A
RICHARD I. TRUMBLE

Richard I. Trumble,; 63, of -
Seneca Falls, died Feb, 1, 1986..
Burial was in Restvale Cemetery.

He was"born in Seneca Falls,
June 10, 1922, son of Grover and
Sarah Whipple Trumble. He was -

a veteran of World War II, ser-
ving with the US Army Air Force.
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- THOMAS ABERNATHY, JR.

Thomas B. Abernathy, Jr. 64,
of the Town of Seneca Falls, died
Feb. 8, 1986. He was Born in Davison,
N.C. He was a veteran of World War IT
and the Korean Conflict. :

e
GLENN M. BALLIETT

" Glenn M. Balliett, 89, died

Feb., 19, 1986, in Penn Yan. Burial
was in Maple Grove Cemetery, Waterloo
He was born in the town of Fayette,
Dec. 1, 1896, the son of Newton §.
Balliett and Flora Menges. He was ‘a
former highway superintendent for

the town of Fayvette.

R R e A
STARK ST. CEMETERY BURIALS

ROYER ;
Asenath, d. 11/15/1820, 39
Twin babies, d. 11/15/1820
Orman, d. March 1822, 4 .

RUSK L E3EC I\
Johanna, d.-4/17/1882, 77
SCANLON ) ol
Daniel, drowned;-d. :10/24/1906,
54

Rachel, d. 9/14/1896, 65

SCHOONMAKER .
Albert, d. 2/7/1846, 28-3-0

SCOTT g3 afvE
Edward, d. 8/5/1896, 66

Artie B. d. 11/17/1900, 24
SEELY i
 Mahala, d. 4/3/1822, 22

SEVERANCE S

Moses, d. 4/2/1833, 33

Elizabeth G. d. 10/20/1854, 21
Charles d. 4/15/1832, 3
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SWIFT

SHERMAN
Sarah J:. d. 9{9!1845 23
SHOLES - o v
John, d. 4{28!1871 84-11-16
Aurella B. d. 7/1/1843, 55
John M. d. 4/11/1836, 23
Aurelia d. 9/6/1821, 0-2-0
James d. 3/18/1820, 0-10-2
Ephraim T. d. 4/4/1819, 1-11-0
William A. d. 6/6{1844; 18-10-0
SHORT
Daniel, d. 2!29}1888 87
Alice d. l{6}1897 60 g
SHORTER ‘ e
John, d. 1{1/1893 64 & 29
SIXBERRY
Abram, d. 5f25f1883 83
Catherrne, d. 9/26/1898
SMITH 2 M AERC S 3
Peter, d. 1/24/1871, 74-1-22
Elizabeth d. 7/3/1883, 77

Juliette, d. 10/6/1843, 26-9- 0
Nancy d.-2/5/1833, 33:- :
Charlotte Jameson °d. 7{5/1876
23-2-6

Edson d. 12/1/1861, 19 )
Hattie Huff d. 4/3/1883,:26:0

SNYDER

§ilas d.- 5/23/1900-76
SPEER - L fofand
Hannah H. Crane.
26

SPEES ,
Arnold, d. 6K26{1896, 28

SPRAGUE - Boyii
Philander L d. 1125!1836
26-6-21 ,

STANFORD
Emellne, d. 6/21[1837 25 10 26

__...;'.

ELh

STAPLES - '
Grace J. -d. 6!5?1831 o

. STARKS,
Elijah, d. 2/13/1828, 36
. Susan, d. 6/8/1843, 19-3z11

_54 ;Eif

SWEET

gt

4. 8/26/1833, .

. TOBEY

STINER

Philip, d. 1/14/1853, 54
Elizabeth, d. 12/31/1871, 72
Barney, d. 10/16/1834, 4-4-8
Philip, d. 1833, 0-0-14&4"
Frederick D. 10f1[1836 6

STUART
William H, d. 8/28!1851 64
Nancy, d. 7/22/1848, 61
Nan N.:d.'7ll7/1815, 9

Lottie A. d. 11/1/1895, 0-10-0

Margaret ‘R. d. 8/16/1815, 1-6-22
Elizabeth .d. 2/21/1820, 37

Maria Louisa d. 4/27/1825, 0-9-0
Theresa d. 4/2/1853, 62-10-5
Helen Augusta'd{ 9!7!1824, 0-2-0
TANNER -_L~-—- ele ' :
Perry;- dJ 6{25f1860 71-7-3 ;
Parmelia, d. 2/12{1859 77-9-15
Perry d. 10/2/1826, 0-11-0
Caroline d. 11/5/1846, 29-4-21

TAYLOR -
Charles J. d. 5/10/1883,
May P._d. 11/1/1912, 85
Ida M. P2 d7 1!24/1857
ICapt Walter-d, 10/2{1820

“‘George 18+ . 7/16/1815; 2
Elias d, 1f25!1893 75-0-5
Loretta, d. 12/12/1899 81
William Henry-d. 9!1/1826
William A. d. 5/15!1911 54
Mary D. d., 9/12/1841, 1-5-16

4 69-8-5
.
6.6..'

Harriet, d. 3/30/1898, 50.
TOWNSENE . » ;

John, -d. 11/15/1844, 49-9-0 -
Leah N. d, 2/28/1834, 9-2-19

TRAPHAGEN .
Harrlet Ann g 11{18/1822 24 4-8

- TROWBRIDGE :
Danlel d 3!31[1825
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At 8 meeting of the officers of the "9"3-“‘”"'7"3 and Imd at the first ’i{aetmg of ihe’ 20 puunds o 200
& County Agricaltural Sociaty, held on, ‘Society in Keb. 7, 1547, § “thg St WAdIAGE — ".;‘
the Hth and 21= February ; it was dc.lcr. HORSEH - ' than 20 yaade ¢ b v oA D’ \5
mingd to incresse the amount of Premh Fonhr beat Stallion, which shall have o " thebest Begeavpet - & “. 3 00
upapcespectivaly, belisving that it willl  been keptin the Courty nor Jess 5 o ' Woolen Hade™ 1 to
meghythe wishes of the county, and have’ than six consecutive months prioe f @ “ Worsted do 5% 109
a.lnadancy 1o excits an extensiva com. 1o Octaber, 1846 s 000 " “ Woolen Mitens 1 00
potitioa.  The results of the Inst fuir, held: ;‘“ Eecmu!. be_s; Stallica uader the } ‘: ."‘ Wnol‘eu- Glm_rer- . 1 80~
st Haterloo, andthe congovrse of Persons‘, ! same restriciion 00y . y § doa. hl::en Frain baga 100
asssasblod at that exhibition, seem to war. best mare aud sucking eolt 5 60’ * dozrwilled cotton gra.do 1 G
Taabnore exlensive arrangements for me: 5 second best b w3 fm_r All articles eum!:rlsm.‘: ander tire hean of

5 . ; ! . besrpair of muiched horyes M Household Products™ should 'bs at the
epsuing Fair. The Executive Commitie raised in the Zounty 5 oo Court Howse, before 18 o'clock on the morg-

taerefbro announces the following list oft . best single horse raised in the sing of the 22 of Octhdl for pitperartzoge-

preminms 0 be awarded al the i’“mlc Covety 3 gy went, and display, )

Show andFair, 10 be held at Waterloa, un ¥ best@yearoldesit « o« gy Al persons ofering aamples of Butter or -

the 22d and 23d of Octobar next e ? ot “ o iyroid ¢ w o« 2ga Chs.e_se_, far Pfeeuiam must be prepared 1o
: CATTLE .cerrily i mritiop if required, the number and

FARMS, . Breed of Cows—manner of keeping und

Passhe bast farm in the Couniy. %15 I.Jo..hr the best Buli 2 yes. oldund apwerds 5 00 1eujmrr-—mu.npmem of the milk-——made of

Secend best . v " 10 000 secood beat o " 2 uf makiog the Batier or Cheess in detail how
GRAIN + #  beat milch cow 5 g preserved in Winter erin Summer and tima
For the best Gve ucres of winler ; - eocond beat o 8 0 when made.
wheat not less than 40 bushels 1o o best yoke of woiking Ozen . 5 ow MECHANICAL PRODUCTS,
the acte si3 000 " * pair of Jyr. old Steers 3 00, For the best lumber wagen, 200
For l.ho best acre of winter wheat 5 60 " " “ 2 yr - 3 Ou; ) ‘“ Plow 3 00
4y " spring wheat 3 06, 'f 2 yescold Heifor 3 W\' ;- = e 200
% beat tive amuf!tldun Curq e Ay Vo ': 1 .do ) da 3 60, " L E?esl.{)x :er 100
a0t en’aﬂaau 75 bu to the sere 10 gu, o e Bull 3 . 9 g o « six grubbing Hoes 100
ol best acre of Judisn Com 5 0! i " Ieiler - dgo- " 2 G0; " w w Core do 100
" w Oaie 5 ou SUEEP. g o “* Ditehing spades - 1 oo
. “  Barley, aot less For the best Merioo Buck = m;f N *t Grein Cradle 1 6h
then 48 busbcls (o the acre 300 " “ "  Ewe a ﬂo) " ** iz prireol coarseBaote- 1 0n
ROOT'S, i i “ Eesony Buck 5 ooy " * six pairs of ceasseshoes 1 gp |
Cw & T Bwe '3 oo’ The Farwen and Mechsriaa of ths coun.
Fer4he beat acra of Potatous not Ce v 4ix Merine Ewea g pp 'Y areinvited to zend for exliibition, wheth-
EM._O thau Job Lusliels 1o tig wurs 5 UG: T o ogix Nexony M 4 00; Er fuf PR nudum-ar J6T, agy Jmproved imple-
* eecond best acro of potatoes 8 g « « yix Coase Wosl'd Ewes 4 oo €00 or Machioe Aprisultsral ar House.
" best halfacre Ruta Bagas 5 go' SWINL. Sholds This braach is important and cannot

@ quarter acte Beers & Jfail to ulier objects of deep interast to svery

I'ur the best Boar ®
1] quarter sere Cariols S 1, 5 i i £ farmer.
A ; . "y a )
GRASSE ~LLD ; " Lt of s, net Yess Gian T ’h‘:lbl! wha se.n:l inplements of anv kiad
To the parson who enali vaiee 1), tin nuanbet and Dot 6Yer binu, gld o .‘”__'_I”’ Rale ur premium must Le .;.!rc_mu_-d 10
“pive detuwled dezenpuious . wiiting of the

esl guanlity of Hed Clover zox HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS, “aricles ulfered
per ucrs CB U B the best 1 ' i CPRUITS. FLOWE i »
Fershie beat uore of Tin ulh\ S 3 uu = ll.:u iz ;::::E: KGR AR a- cu.i S how;fii‘. ARG
' ¥ - . y
The pronuvws ve Grase secd v, Lo o the best Cheese, oot less than . Furtic beat Bachel of wintap Agples , 3
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