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SENECA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

REGULAR MEETING 

August 25, 2009 

8:00 p.m. 

 

Call to Order 

 Chairman Lafler called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m.   

Roll Call of Members by the Acting Clerk 

 All members of the Board of Supervisors were present.   

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 The inclusion of tax parcel 453889-17-1-31.1 (Town of Waterloo) being added to Agricultural 

District #6 and tax parcels 452289-25-1-01 (Town of Fayette) and 453201-18-1-73.3 (Town of Seneca 

Falls) being added to Agricultural District #8.  No comments were heard or received.  The public hearing 

was closed. 

Reports of Standing Committees 

 Government Operations Committee, Mrs. Amidon, Chairperson, indicated that there would be 

Proclamation to be brought before the Board this evening honoring Ward and Charlotte Russell on their 

70th Wedding Anniversary.  She also said that Dr. Dresser invited the Board to have its first meeting in 

October at the Papa Bear in Ovid, and the Board picture will be taken before the meeting. 

 Public Safety Committee, Mr. Shipley, Chairperson, reported that there were three issues before 

his committee – a first offender monitor was approved, and two maintenance contracts were also 

approved. 

 Human Services Committee, Mr. Mooney, Chairperson, reported that there were three issues 

approved by the Committee.  The 2009-2010 Workforce Investment Board Plan Modification / 

Administrative Agreement, amendments to the budgets for Workforce Development and Humans 

Services to reflect state allocations for the Wage Subsidy Program, the Transitional Employment Program 

and the Transitional Job Plan, and to refill a part-time social welfare examiner position for the Home 

Energy Assistance Program (HEAP), refill a Senior Caseworker position, a Caseworker position and a 

Typist position in Human Services. 

 Indian Affairs Committee, Dr. Dresser, Chairperson, said the Committee approved a board 

resolution supporting the NYS Senate investigations on the failure to collect taxes on cigarettes sold to 

non-Indians on Indian reservations and would be introduced under suspension of the rules. 
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 Personnel and Technology, Mr. Same, Chairperson, indicated that his committee discussed a 

revision to the Seneca County Personnel Policy 101.103 Equal Employment Opportunity, Part II (A) so 

that Seneca County expressly prohibits any form of unlawful employment harassment based on sexual 

orientation. 

 Planning Committee, Mr. Kaiser, Chairperson, reported that the committee laid on the table the 

issue to appropriate $5,000 to Cornell Cooperative Extension, funding it would have budgeted in 2010, so 

the Extension could replace a vehicle reportedly unsafe to operate because of its condition.  The 

Committee approved the submission of an application for $250,000 grant funding from NYS Division of 

Coastal Resources Local Waterfront Revitalization Program for the Cayuga-Seneca Canal Trail Route 

96A under-path; Approved the appointment of Harriet Haynes as Coordinator for the 2010 Census / 

LUCA; Approved the application and committing in-kind local match of staff time to the Cayuga Lake B 

Blueway Trail project. 

 Finance Committee, Mr. Barto, Chairperson, indicated that the Committee discussed the new 

vehicle for Cooperative Extension and laid the issue on the table.  It also gave its approval for the 

vacancies in Human services to be refilled.  

County Manager’s Remarks 

 The County Manager reported that she sat in at roundtable discussion with Senator Gillibrand and 

brought forth the concern of land into trust and the impact checker boarding would have on Seneca 

County economy, the issue of non-collection of sales tax on cigarettes.   

Communications: 

125. From the New York State Department of Transportation, notice of the Design Project Public 

Information Meeting #2 for Routes 5 & 20 Roadway Project in the Village of Seneca Falls on 

Wednesday, August 26, 2009, 6:30 p.m. at Mynderse Academy High School Auditorium, 105 Troy 

Street, Seneca Falls, NY. 

126. A copy of Seneca County Planning Board July 9, 2009 meeting minutes. 

127. A copy of Finger lakes Regional Airport Advisory Committee June 10, 2009 minutes. 

128. A copy of InterCounty of Western New York June 19, 2009 meeting minutes. 

129. A copy of Western Finger Lakes Solid Waste Management Authority Board April 21, 2009 

meeting minutes. 

130. A copy of the Seneca County Soil & Water Conservation District July 27, 2009 meeting minutes. 

131. From Chemung County Legislature, a copy of Resolution 09-362, requesting Governor Peterson 

and the New York state Legislature to advance the funding and expedite the timetables for the 

completion of the Appalachian Development Highway System (I-86 and I-99) in New York State.  

Referred to the Planning, Development, Agriculture & Tourism Committee. 
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132. From the United States Department of Agriculture, information and membership application for 

the USDA Forest Service, Eastern Region Recreation Resource Advisory Committee (RRAC).  

Referred to the Planning, Development, Agriculture & Tourism Committee. 

Resolutions and Motions 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AUTHORIZE THE CHAIRMAN TO APPLY FOR TIGER GRANT 

FOR PASSENGER AND FREIGHT RAIL IMPROVEMENTS 

RESOLUTION NO. 183-09, moved by Mr. Kaiser, seconded by Mr. Mooney and unanimously adopted. 

 WHEREAS, the U. S. Department of Transportation has announced the availability of $1.5 

billion in grant funding for the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery, or TIGER, 

Grant Program; and 

 WHEREAS, eligible projects include passenger and freight rail infrastructure projects; and 

 WHEREAS, Seneca County will serve as Project Sponsor and will partner with Ontario and 

Wayne Counties, as well as Finger Lakes Railway, to seek grant funding in an amount not to exceed $20 

million dollars for ten (10) related project elements within the three counties; and 

 WHEREAS, the project as a whole will generate short and long term employment opportunities, 

generate economic activity, improve safety and reduce truck traffic in the region; and 

 WHEREAS, the grant will not require that Seneca County provide local match funding; and 

 WHEREAS, this resolution has been reviewed and approved by the Planning, Development, 

Agriculture, and Tourism Committee on August 11, 2009; now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors be authorized and directed to sign all 

necessary documentation to submit an application for TIGER Grant funding to support passenger and 

freight rail improvements in Seneca, Ontario and Wayne Counties. 

SUPERVISORS APPROVE BLANKET BOND FOR GENESEE / FINGER LAKES REGIONAL 

PLANNING COUNCIL AND TREASURER TO PAY COUNTY’S SHARE OF OPERATING 

FUNDS  

RESOLUTION NO. 185-09, moved by Mr. Kaiser, seconded by Mrs. Amidon and unanimously adopted. 

 WHEREAS, the County of Seneca has appropriated the sum of $6,647.00 as its share of the 2010 

operating funds of the Genesee / Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 119-00 of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York, 

the County is authorized to provide for the payment of such appropriations to an officer of the agency 

designated by the agency to receive such monies provided that such officer shall have executed an official 

undertaking approved by the governing body of the County; and 

 WHEREAS, the Genesee / Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council has designated David Zorn, 

Executive Director of the Council, as the officer to receive payments of such monies; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Genesee / Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council has secured a Public 

Employees Fidelity (Blanket) Bond, issued by National Grange Mutual Insurance Company, providing 

faithful performance blanket bond coverage for the officers and employees of the Council; and 

 WHEREAS, this resolution has been reviewed and approved by the Planning, Development, 

Agriculture & Tourism Committee on August 11, 2009; now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the Seneca County Board of Supervisors hereby approves such bond as the 

official undertaking required pursuant to Section 119-00 of the General Municipal Law; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Seneca County Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to pay the 

Genesee / Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council, at an address of 50 West Main Street, Suite 8107, 

Rochester, New York 14614, the sum of $6,647.00 as the County’s share of operating funds for the year 

2010 as appropriated in the Planning and Community Development account 8020.438. 

AUTHORIZE SNOWMOBILE TRAIL APPLICATION 

RESOLUTION NO. 185-09, moved by Mr. Kaiser, seconded by Mr. Same and unanimously adopted. 

 WHEREAS, the Twin Lakes Snowmobile Club starting in 2008 has requested that Seneca County 

serve as a Sponsor for it to receive the pass-through funding for the Grant-in-Aid Program funding from 

the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation; and 

 WHEREAS, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation has 

approved Seneca County’s pre-application for funding of the trail that is an existing part of the New York 

State Snowmobile Trail System that loops into Seneca County in the Towns of Covert and Lodi; and 

 WHEREAS, this resolution has been reviewed and approved by the Planning, Development, 

Agriculture & Tourism Committee on August 11, 2009; now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the Seneca County Board of Supervisors authorizes and directs the Department 

of Planning and Community Development to prepare a Phase II and III Application for the New York 

State Snowmobile Trails Grant-in-Aid Program; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Board is authorized and directed to sign the said Phase II 

and III Grant Applications; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Board and the County Treasurer are authorized and 

directed to sign necessary reports and vouchers to receive funding for the New York State Snowmobile 

Grant Program for the 2009 – 2010 Season. 

New Business: 

 Dr. Dresser moved suspension of the rules to introduce the following resolutions: 

SENECA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS SUPPORTS STATE SENATE 

INVESTIGATION OF NEW YORK’S FAILURE TO COLLECT TAXES ON CIGARETTES 

SOLD TO NON-INDIANS ON AND OFF INDIAN RESERVATIONS 
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RESOLUTION NO. 186-09, moved by Dr. Dresser, seconded by Mr. Terryberry, and unanimously 

adopted. 

 WHEREAS, New York State Tax Law Section 471-e became effective March 1, 2006, providing 

for tax exemption coupons to be printed and issued to Indian Nations or tribes so that members might 

purchase cigarettes tax-free on qualified reservations; and 

 WHEREAS, the failure of three governors since to order the printing and issuing of these 

coupons has deprived the State of billions of dollars of revenue from the collection of sales and excise 

taxes on cigarettes sold to non-Indians on Indian reservations and deprived counties of millions of dollars 

in sales tax revenue from the same source; and 

 WHEREAS, on December 15, 2008, Governor David Paterson signed into law S-8146, which 

prohibits cigarette manufacturers from selling tobacco products without an excise stamp to wholesalers 

who have not certified that they would not sell them to retailers untaxed; and 

 WHEREAS, State Supreme Court Justice Rose Sconiers has barred state officials from enforcing 

either of the above laws until tax exemption coupons for tribal members have been printed and issued; 

and 

 WHEREAS, instead of ordering the printing of these coupons, Governor Paterson has removed 

from 2009 – 2010 state budget projections $65 million in revenue from the collection of taxes on 

cigarettes sold to non-Indians on Indian reservations; and 

 WHEREAS, the Governor’s Office at the same time projects a $2.1 billion deficit for the current 

budget year and many times this figure for the next budget year, while estimates of the annual revenue 

available from the collection of taxes on cigarettes sold to non-Indians by tribal enterprises exceed $1 

billion; and 

 WHEREAS, failure of the Governor to see that these taxes are collected thwarts the will of the 

Legislature, constitutes a violation of his oath of office to enforce the laws of the State, and negatively 

affects every taxpayer in the State; and 

 WHEREAS, the chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on Investigations and Government 

Operations, Craig M. Johnson, has announced plans to hold a hearing on the State’s failure to collect 

these taxes; now, be it therefore 

 RESOLVED, the Seneca County Board of Supervisors strongly supports a State Senate 

investigation of the failure of the State of New York to collect taxes on the sale of cigarettes to non-

Indians on Indian reservations; and be it 

 FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to: 

  Governor David A. Paterson 

  Senator Craig M. Johnson 
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  Senator Joseph A. Griffo 

  Senator Michael F. Nozzolio 

  New York State Counties 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGREES TO MODIFICATION OF JANUARY 1, 2009 

CONTRACT WITH CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION ASSOCIATION OF SENECA 

COUNTY AND CORRESPONDING REDUCTION IN 2010 APPROPRIATION FOR CORNELL 

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION ASSOCIATION 

RESOLUTION NO. 187-09, moved by Mr. Kaiser, seconded by Mr. Davidson and adopted by 669 ayes 

(Kaiser, Davidson, Reynolds, Serven, Dresser, Same, Lafler, Terryberry, Amidon, Hayssen, Mooney, 

Shipley, Westfall) and 81 nays (Barto). 

 WHEREAS, the Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Seneca County requires 

replacement of a vehicle necessary for the conduct of the business of the Association on behalf of the 

County; and 

 WHEREAS, the Association had intended to seek funding for this replacement in their request for 

appropriation for the fiscal year 2010; and 

 WHEREAS, the Association now finds however, that the vehicle in question will not be 

serviceable through the remainder of 2009; and 

 WHEREAS, this resolution has been approved by the Planning and Development Committee; 

now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, that the Seneca County Board of Supervisors authorizes and directs that resolution 

No. 301-08 authorizing appropriation for the 2009 budget for the Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Association be modified to increase funding to the Association for 2009 by the sum of Five Thousand 

Dollars ($5,000.00); and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors is authorized and directed to execute 

an appropriate amendment to the contract dated January 1, 2009 between Seneca County and the Cornell 

Cooperative Extension Association of Seneca County, reflecting such amended appropriation of funds; 

and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that the appropriation for the Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Seneca 

County for the fiscal year 2010 shall be reduced by the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00). 

SENECA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 70TH 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF WARD AND CHARLOTTE RUSSELL 

RESOLUTION NO. 188-09, moved by Mrs. Amidon and unanimously seconded and adopted. 

 WHEREAS, Ward Russell was born in Seneca Falls, New York to Ray and Celeste Ward 

Russell; and 
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 WHEREAS, Charlotte Olmstead Russell was born in Savannah, New York to Arthur and Maud 

Mead Olmstead; and 

 WHEEAS, Ward and Charlotte were married on September 2, 1939 and have one daughter, Cheri 

Russell Lenhart, three sons, Donovan Russell, Stephen Russell and Herbert Font-Russell; and two 

grandsons, Bard Russell and Brett Russell; and 

 WHEREAS, Ward and Charlotte were lifelong residents of Mays Point, Town of Tyre, County of 

Seneca, before retiring to Florida and have returned to Seneca County where they currently reside; and 

 WHEREAS, Ward and Charlotte were members of the Savannah Methodist Church in Savannah, 

New York, and the Pensacola Heights Baptist Church while living in Florida; and 

 WHEREAS, Ward served as Master of the Savannah Masonic Lodge and was Deputy Grand 

Master for a large section of New York State; and 

 WHEREAS, Charlotte was active in the Savannah Eastern Stars; and 

 WHEREAS, Ward and Charlotte owned the Quality Cooperage Flagg Company of Mays Point 

for more than fifty years; a family run business, passed down to Ward by his father, Ray Russell, who 

started the business in 1920 under the name of Finger Lakes Cooperage Company and continues under the 

operation of Ward and Charlotte’s son, Stephen; and 

 WHEREAS, the Quality Cooperage Flagg Company, while operated by Ward and Charlotte, was 

one of the largest manufacturers of flag with 120 acres, employing sixty people, and doing business with 

chair and barrel companies throughout the United States, Canada and Europe; and 

 WHEREAS, Ward fulfilled his dream of owning a campground when he and Charlotte built and 

operated the Oak Orchard Campground at Mays Point, NY; and 

 WHEREAS, upon retirement the Russells traveled widely across the United States, Canada, 

Mexico, Europe and South Africa; now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, the Seneca County Board of Supervisors does hereby commemorate Ward and 

Charlotte Russell’s 70th Wedding Anniversary.  

Special Order of the Day 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m.. 


