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Evected in 1845 and listed on the
National Register of Historic Sites, Lhe
Seneca County Cowrthouse in Ovid (pic-
tured here) and its two sister buildings
will be the subject of 0. dey-long workshop
on Saturday, Oct. 11.

Courthouse

continued

Future of Courthouse Complex Tops Agenda

BY NEIL CHAFFIE

The results of a workshop in Ovid on
Saturday, Oct. 11, will be summarized in
a recommendation aimed at creating a
strategy for the preservation and care of
Seneca County’s courthouse complex in
Ovid.

Architect Robert Corby of Bero
Associates in Rochester will facilitate
the workshop along with Janet Sure,
Historie Ithaea architect and preserva-
tion director. The Preservation League
of New York also will take part.

Mark Sawyer, director of Seneca
County’s Office of Economic
Development and Planning, said the
day-long propram will open at & aim. in
front of the courthouse. After an intro-

duetion and tour, the group will convene
at the South Seneca MiddIe—Senior High

various people,
welcome to attend.

School.
In talking at the school and consider-

ing future uses, Sawyer said the ideas

proposed will have to meet basic criteria
arrived at by county officials. These
inelude finding productive roles for the
three buildings, supporting Ovid’s half-

_ shire status, preserving the courtroom

for public events, protecting the “unique
exterior” of the buildings, and maintain-
ing the vitality of Ovid, Seneca County
and the Finger Lakes Region.

Sawyer noted that the county has
already applied for a Small Cities
Development Block Grant of $40,000
“for a Main Street reinvestment strate-
gy for the village of Ovid.” )

Sawyer went on to note that the coun-
ty “anticipates using the findings of this
workshop and the reuse of {(the build-

ings)‘as a catalyst for encouraging new .

~e|

o R

the general public is

The buildings are known to many as

“As part of the county’s tourism and
economic development efforts, the
{buildings) should be restored and
reused in a manner that ensures the
long-term preservation of this important
state, regional, county and village land-
mark,” Ashby said.

“While the county belleves these,_

structures, as well as Ovid’'s half-shire
status are important to Ovid's identity
and future, these difficult fiscal times
demand that the county must reach out
to the community to help find a way to
preserve the (buildings) for future gen--
erations through appropriate adaptive
uses,” he said. .

While 110 invitations have gone out to

the Three Bears and currently have very
limited use. Behind the drive to preserve
the buildings and make them a vital part
of the community once again is The
Friends of the Three Bears. Nearly 100

members pay dues and meet monthly to. -

conduct the business of an organization
formed last July. Officers meet each
Tuesday at 1 p m. at the Ovid office,
National Bank of Geneva.

As for Baturday’s workshop, The
New York State Council on the Arts has
provided the needed funding.

investment-creating jobs and economic
growth in OQvid and south Seneca
County.”

The block grant, if approved would
be used “for development of a detailed
step-by-step strategy to spur Main
Street investment,” Sawyer said in a
press release.

He said county officials agreed on the
workshop “in an effort to address a wide
variety of issues...in association with the
county’s decision to move county servic-
es out of the (buildings) and into other
facilities, and because of the county’s
“limited financial capacity to absorb the
costs of renovation and renewal...”

A strong supporter of the intended
preservation ahd reuse of the buildings
is Seneca County Manaper Keith S.
Ashby. .

R : continued ot page 10
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Reveille/Between the Lakes

workshop to identify potential re-

use options and preservation strate- -,
gies for.the County’s Courthouse- .-
Complex (commonly referred to as
“The Three Bears™) in Ovid. The -
workshop ‘will be  held Saturday-?.--
(Oct.. 11) from 9 a.m: until about 3 - -
p.m. The workshop will begin.on |

the steps of “Papa Bear” with an in- .-
troduction-and tour of the “Three .
. Bears” and. then move :to. South

-Seneca Central School for the re- -

mainder of the day.

The county has. mv1ted a Wlde:':-:—_i

variety of community interests 1o

, Seneca County, with fund.mg ,
from the New York State Council -

n th -future generatlons thfough. appro_-
on the Arts, will hold a public: - o

,way to preserve the 'IhreeBears for

mustrespond to ﬁve basr ‘Criteria

;._1dent1ﬁed by the count

partlclpate in the event. The gen- - ) __: | j

eral public. is also m\uted and: oF 3

Around the county

The county commmed to hold—\

* ing the woﬂcshop in an effort to ad-. -
dress a wide variety of issues facing
the “Three  Bears” in association -
with the county’s. decision to.move

county services out of the “Three

Bears™ and into other facilities and
the county’s limited financial capac—-i‘-:r-! '

jty to absorb the costs of renovation

and renewal of thc “Three Bears, ”f;..
Keith Ashby, Seneca County. marr-,
ager, stated, “As part of the courity’s ..
. ~tourism and- economic-development:.
efforts, the Three Bears ‘should be

-restored and reused in-a manner that

county and village landmark. While

the county believes these, strucmres,\'
as well as, Ovid’s half-shire status -,

are important to Ovid’s identity and

future, these difficult fiscal times .

demand that the county must reach
out to the community to help find a

_;Preservauon Dlrect
'fand the Preservatl(m

creating _]ObS and economic growth |

“.Ovid and south Senéca County. The - |
ensures the long-term preservation ~ Small Cities Grant if approved. will
of this important- state, regional, -

"a detailed step-by-siep_ strategy to."".

provids $40,000 for development of -

spur mainstreet investment.
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Three Bears to be saved

Continued from page 1 ¢

was erected in 1 860-62.

“DESIGNATION A5 ONE of the Preserva-
tion League of New York State’s ‘Seven 1o
Save’ will bring attention to these impor-
tant cultural, historic and architectural
resources,” said Jilt Henry of the Seneca
County Department of Economic Devel-
opment and planning. “We are looking for-
ward to technical assislance from the Pre-
servation League of New York State as we
work to address the Three Bears' specific
structural design, and reuse issues.”

Kolb moves district off_ic'e.‘

New -York slate Assemblyman Brian
. Kolb is moving his district office to 607 West .-
Washington Street, Suite 2. Géneva. The new.
district office will open Monday (Dec. 1).

_ Aecording to Kotb, the new office is of com-

parable size to the former site at 48§ Hamilton -~
Street and is located m the same building that

houses Unity Employment Services,

Thc dlstnct ofﬁcc phpne number_re- -

Other Seven 1o Save sites for 2003 are locat-
ed in Buffalo, Garden City, lower Manhattan,
midtown Manhattan and Troy. A slalewide
preservation issue will also be announced.

Since 1999, the Preservation League of
New York State has identified 35 threat-

- ened historic sites in New York. Publicity .

surrounding the “Seven to Save” designa-
tion has led to. the stabilization of. St.

Joseph’s Church in Albany; the rehabilita- -

tion of the Oswego City Public Library,
- the adaptive re-use of the former Niagara
Falls High School as a cultural and arts
center, and prevented the demolition of the
Conger Goodyear House on Long Island.

" The Preservation League of New York
© State, founded in 1974, is'a nof-for-profit

- organization dedicated to the protection of
- New York's diverse and rieh heritage of

hlstorlc buuldmgs, dlstrlcts and land-:-__
‘scapes, From'its hcadquartcrs in. Albany, it
q;orlc pre-

provndcs a umﬁed vqnce fo;"h

mént and shafiﬁg infonnatloﬁ and’ “exper- |

tise, the Preservation League of New York
State promotcs hlStOTlc preservauon as a

On ‘Seven To Save’ list

Three Bears to be saved

The Preservation League of New York
State has named the Seneca County Court-
house Complex (alspo known as The Three
Bears) in Qvid in Seneca County one of New
York State’s “Seven to Save,” the nonprofit
group’s annual -list ol New York’s most
thrcatened historic places. Tania Werbizky,
director of grant and technical programs for
the Preservation League of New York State,

+ made the announcement last Thursday even-

ing (Nov. 20) al “Papa Bear.”

The three adjacent Greek Revival style
buildings, with their distinctive poiticos, have
served as courthouse, county offices and mu-
seum in this half-shire county (ihe other seat
is in Waterloo, 17 miles to the north}. Con-
solidation and reduction in municipal services
have resulted in excess office space and the
buildings face deterioration without new
uses.

“These bu1ldmgs, affectlonately known as

The Three Bears, are emblematic of the fate
of oo many of our downlown municipal
buildings,” said Scout Hey!, president of the
Preservation League of New York State
“Their ‘Seven Lo Save’ listing is recognition
that a realistic reuse and management plan -
one that includes a broad array of public and
private stakeholders— is critical (o preserving
these structures, and to enhancing the down-
town of this small Finger Lakes village.”
The Seneca County Courthouse Complex
is listed on the State and National Register ol
Historic Places for its historic and archilec-
tural significance. This remarkable collcctior
of public buildings is prominently located or
a hillside overlooking downtown Ovid. Pap:
Bear (the courthouse) and Baby Bear (the
first clerk’s office) were both built in 1845
while Mama Bear (the second clerk's office

<,

& Please turn to page 2
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A mid-19th century Seneca County building complex, known locally as “The Three Bears,” overlooks the village of
Ovid's Main Street. The Preservation League of New York State put the complex on its annual list of sites to save.

Saving 3 from extinction

W A historic
Seneca County
complex needs

restoration.

JACK JONES
STAFF WRITER

OVID — They're called
“The Three Bears,” but
don't look for Goldilocks in
their tiny, dungeon-like ail
cells or in the painfully
small rope-mattress bed.

The antique prisoner’s
bunk — measuring a puni-
tive 17 inches wide and
about 66 inches in length
— along with copies of
state penal and civil codes
dating back to the
mid-1800s and governing
such offenses as dueling,
are among the tell-tale his-
toric items still to be found
in the mid-i19th century Se-
neca County office com-
plex, known locally as “The
Three Bears.” It was named
recently as a state architec-
tural treasure in need of
immediate care.

“It's a beloved place in
the Finger Lakes region,
and quite possibly a one-
of-a-kind compiex of Greek
Revival-style buildings in
the state,” said Tania Wer-
bizky, director of technical
and grant programs for the
Albany-based Preservation
League of New York State,

Werbizky said the build-

ing complex, built between
1845 and 1850 on a scenic
drumlin overlooking the
village's Main Street, was a
clear choice for inclusion
on the league’s “Seven to
Save” list, an annual selec-
tion of historic buildings
found to be among the
state’s most endangered.
“Across the state, local
municipalities are facing
fiscal difficulties and buiid-
ings such as these are be-
coming underutilized,” and
then falling like the Three
Bears into disrepair, Wer-
bizky said. “There is no
money available to do any
maintenance on them,
much less rehabilitation.”
Of the seven sites target-
ed statewide this year, The
Three Bears, listed about
25 years ago on the state
and national registries of

MAX SCHULTE staft phutographer
Dan Motill, president of Friends of Tthe Three Bears,
stands by a jail cell at one of the historic buildings.

historic places, is the only
one in the Rochester-Fin-
ger Lakes region.
Although Seneca County
officials several years ago
identified the buildings as
historic structures in need
of restoration, little has
been done except for basic
upkeep. Budget limitations
dog the the rural county,
still reeling from the shut-
down more than a decade
ago of its biggest economic
resource, the former Sene-
ca Army Depot.
" The buildings — site of
the original county seat,
now located in Waterloo —
are “unique because
they're three structures
built side by side in the
same architectural style in
three different sizes,” said
Seneca County historian
Harriet Haynes.

MAX SCHIRTE staff photographer

Papa Bear, the largest of
the buildings, is located
near the site of the viilage
of Ovid’s former “whipping
post” and gallows where a
convict was last hanged in
1811 for killing a man who
had refused to give him a
pint of whiskey, said Dan
Motil}, president of Friends
of the Three Bears, a local
group formed this year to
raise money for preserva-
tion of the buildings.

“There's a whole lot of
history here in these build-
ings,” said Motill, who de-
scribes the stately hilltop
trio as “the soul of our
community. Over the years,
the surrounding village
and town have had almost
a spiritual link to the place,
whose beauty is apparent
to anyone who passes
through our community.”

Motill said the recently
chartered, nonprofit
friends group is in the
process of raising money
and updating county cost
estimates. -

According to a county
estimate, it will cost be-
tween $200,000 and
$750,000 to assure the
buildings’ survival, Motill
said.

“These buzldmgs are ve-
ry sturdy structures with
huge historical significance
that could be used as offic-
es or for any number of
purposes,” Motill said. 0
IONES@democratandghronicle.com




By DENISE M. CHAMPAGNE
' Times Staff Writer

OVID — The Three Bears
courthouse complex has $25,000
t6 proceed with preservation
Work,thazﬂistoanewstategrant

Sen, Michael Nozzolio, R-54
of Fayette, said yesterday that

ke hag secured $25,000 in the

* gurrent state budget which will
bé used as a match for other
prospectwe grants.

-“These structures are unique,
a big part of Seneca County’s
history and a rich part of the
region,” he said. “As such, I be-
lieve they should be protected "

Nozzolio also honored former -

Ovid Supervisor Robert Favreau,

a founding member of the
Friends of the Three Bears, who

. died Dec. 2.

“It was just a year ago when

'we both enjoyed the South

Seneca Lady Faleons winning
the state championship,” Nozzolio
said. “Bob and I watched the

game together and he was so

proud of the fact that a school

from his home would win a state
championship.”
Nozzolio talked about

Favreau’s contributions to Ovid
and the Seneca County com-
munity in a presentation to
Favreau’s widow, June, and
daughter, Dawn.,

Nozzolio said-Favreau was
part of a large effort to raise

oA OH

funds to preserve the courthouse
complex,

Nozzolio also met with su-
pervisors Jay Dey, who suc-
ceeded Favreau; Barry O'Neill
of Lodi and David Kaiser of Ro-
mulus, as well as school board
representatives and residents
in the South Seneca, Romulus
and Waterloo school districts.

The Friends of the Three Bears
is also the recipient of a $1,500
grant the county received from
the National Trust for Historie
Preservation’s John E. Streb
Preservation Services Fu.nd for

New York.

That grant; Whlch was:ac-
cepted Tuesday by the Board of

Supervisors, will be used toup- .

",/ [/‘/, iJ’?’,}Oj

save ‘Three Bears’

date the Hlstonc Structures Re -

- port prepared in 1998 forithe

complex. .

Matches of $350, $250;
and $750, respectively,
been committed by the F

for blgger cha]lenges yetto come, ;
said Dan Motill, pre.s1dent of
Friends of Three Bears. -
‘| Il AR
dchampagne@ﬂtzmes com
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will be needed to y; upgrade three
Seneca County ofﬁce buildings in Ovid

‘and expects its report to be ready i
about a month :

twe du'ector_ ;
Industrial D

y 18 going to
ﬁnanelalIy to put th th = bui

pay ® .
‘the Three Bears: contnbuted— $350,
e town of Owd $250 and the vﬂlage of :
id $150 to inateh the grant. .. oo
The threa": buﬂdmgs, overlooklng
ridis Main Street, are known locally



By DENISE M. CHAMPAGNE
Times Staff Writer

OVID - Specdial edition Knapp
Vineyard wines, featuring the
Three Bears of the historic Ovid
courtroom complex, will be avail-
able beginning Thursday.

The white, pink and red wines,
which correspond with the Papa,
Mama and Baby Bear buildings,
will be sold at Knapp Vineyard,

. Winery and Restaurant in Var-
iek and the Ovid Liquor Store.

" EKnapp Owner Gene Pierce will
present the first set of three to
Sen. Michael Nozzolio, R-54 of
Fayette, in a kick-off ceremony
at 1 p.m. Thursday at the court-

Finger LakesTlmes Geneva N.Y. Wednesday, Nov. 10 2004 3B

Three Bears wines being released tomorrow-i,._

house, known as Papa Bear.
Dan Motill, president of the
Friends of the Three Bears, said
the bottles will be sold individually,
but can be packaged into nice
holiday gift sets. Little “bear hug-
ger” key chains are being placed

on the bottlenecks as part of the '

promotion.
Some of the proceeds will go
to the Friends of the Three Bears.
Pierce, who is also president
of the Cayuga Wine Trail , will
give a second set to Tania Wer-

bitzky, director of Technical and

Grant Programs, Preservation
League of New York State.

“In both cases, they are re-
ceiving this unique first offering

because of outstanding support

‘of the restoration effort on the

Three Bears,” Motill said.
Nozzolio secured $25,000 in

state funding as part of a 50 per-

cent — $60,000 match — for a
$120,000 grant from the state
Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation.

The money will be used to begin
restoration work on Mama Bear,
the second clerk’s building, built
in 1860.

Motill said the Friends of the
Three Bears has raised $15,000;
the county will contribute up to
$14,500; Assemblyman Brian
Kolb, R-129 of Canandaigua,
$5,000; and Sons of the Civil War

Veterans, $500

“So, we're very close to hay-~
ing the required match,” he said.-
“We're within shouting distance.”.

Money also is being raised for-

Papa and Baby bears, built in

1845, The cost to renovate all’
three buildings is heing updated..
It was estimated at about’
$700,000 in studies done six to-

eight years ago.

In the meantime, the Fnendsi:: '
keep doing fund-ralsers They’re’

currently working on a calender

for next year and planning three.
summer community concerts in-,

stead of one.
HEER

dchampagne@fltimes. com -
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De31gnmg
of Tourist

Center
Begms

BY NEIL CHAFFIE

] a4 FINGER LAKES COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS/ ]ANUARYS 2005

.ing. mformatlon about’ the bu]ldmg
Bero is going tobe paid $1,800 for hi
' Work The- New York State Councﬂ :

esign sketches and prelin gy
cost. estimates for t]
‘ gsion of the: forme %

County clerk’s office (Mama Bear)} into |- -
a tourist information center are expect—f.;-
ed to be in hand by &-mx
deadline. -
"Officers and trustees -of-the ;

of the Three Bears were: 1nvol"ve |1
series of daily meetings durmg the hol—
iday week between Chmstmas
Year’s Da‘.y to, clear't W
commence .on the sk'
estimate. . '
. The mid-January,
-guggested by state Sena
Nozzolio (Fayette-Repubhcan) durl
visit here in November: With sket:
and cost estimates in hand, ‘he woul
" in a position during the commg legisl
tive session to search for some sta
finaneing. '
The cost estimate is expected to-be
in the upper five figures and poss1b :

even higher. The'idea is to convert the- B
building back to the way. it looked when"; .
- it served as the community’s library,. | m¢
The interior would feature historical | tI1
displays .from local communities and~| 9
historical societies, computers for the =} .
use of ‘volunteer staffers ‘and ‘alsefor
_rent to visitors anxious'to'check the
mail messages, a kitchenette, restroom
facilities, a site to taste Wlnes and mfo
mation about the grape and w i
try, hunting ‘and ﬁshmg,
_and other’ thmgs to do in the Iake - : 11
try. Development. ,_After talking “wi : :of the bu11d1ngs or the 'schedule of
On the north side of" the foriner; | roup about its thoughts on the conver— events.
Seneea County clerk’s “office “(Mama-| sion of the interior of the Mama Bear 1, comment--on this story -
Bear) is'a vacant courthouse. On the "~ into a torist information center, Bero fleri] @lightlink.com. . S
- south side of the clerk’s office is a third | begat ’5}1930b of measurmg and gather- T T
building erected as a county clerk’s:
office and used until it was deemed oo~

Continued

continued on pctg'e'J{':



By DENISE M. CHAMPAGNE
Times Staff Writer

. OVID — Friends of the Three
‘Bears is hoping Seneca Coun-
ty will chip in $1,500 for a new
*roof on Mama Bear, the cen-
-terpiece of the historic county-
owned courthouse complex.
President Dan Motill said

*Thursday that Friends has re-

-ceived an emergency $3,000
award from the National Trust

:for Historic Preservation. The

*money can be used for some

+patchwork repairs, but twice

‘that amount would fund a new
roof that could last 50 years.

* Friends would need to match
the county’s share to make up

~-the $6,000 needed.

Motill said nobody had been

‘between the roof and second
floor before because there was

no access. On Thursday, how-

.ever, a hatch was cut into the

.area to survey the damage.

- “It was very important to us
to do that,” he said. “Either the
roof would be a simple job of

<banging in nails and fixing

rflashing or it would be a job
=where we would fix the whole
roof, and that was more than the

"Trust was offering.”-

He said the structure seems

_very sound, but he is concerned

[istoric

about evidence of water staining.

He is poing to ask the Plan-
ning, Development, Agricul-
ture and Tourism Committee
Tuesday to consider forward-
ing the request for $1,500 to
the full Board of Supervi-
sors, which meets at 6 p.m.
March 8. Committee meetings
Tuesday also begin at 6 p.m.

Motill said the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, a pri-
vate nonprofit organization,
considered providing seed money
for four potential Three Bears
projecte: repairing Mama Bear’s
foundation or roof work on one
of the three buildings. He said
there was a limit of $3,000 to
$5,000, which the other pro-
jects exceeded hy mere than
$10,000.

Motill has also finighed a
building-stabilization propos-
al for a $141,600 member
item request to Sen. Michael
Nozzolio, R-54 of Fayette, to
continue working on Mama
Bear, which is planned as the
gite of a future visitors center.
Motill said the proposal includes
12 support letters and docu-
mentation, including personal
interviews with elderly resi-
deunts to determine what the

building looked like inside in the

early 1900s when it was the
Ovid Free Library. An answer

Finger Lakes Times, Geneva, N.Y. Friday, Feb. 25, 2005 3

on the request is expected this
SUIMmer.

Motill said a student is also
volunteering time to pore
through microfilm of the for-

mer Ouid Bee, Ovid Indepen-
dent and Interlaken Review for
any references to the buildings,
such as a recently discovered

: article lauding two women for

File photo

Friends of the Three Bears is trying to raise enough money for a new roof on 'Mama Bear {middle), one
of the three buiidings that make up the historic Seneca County ‘courthouse complex in Ovid.

wallpaper work they did inside
one of the buildings in 1898.
Motill said no one ever knew
walls had been wallpapered.
Papa Bear (the courthouse}

Bear needs a new roof

and Baby Bear (the first clerk’s
office) were built in 1845 while
Mama Bear (the second clerk’s
office) went up in 1860.

Although not quite as old,
Mama Bear is the most dete-
riorated. She will eventually
also house a husinesa directo-
ry and displays by Seneca Coun-
ty, local wine trails and the
Ovid, Romulus, Lodi and In-
terlaken historical societies.

Motill said Baby Bear con-
tinues to he used by the Sons of
Civil War Veterans as a meet-
ing site and Papa Bear is being
used for educational and com-
munity programs.

Alot of the pIannlng for the
three buildings is based on'a
1997 study the county com-
missioned by John Bero of Bero
Agssociates of Pittsford, which
estimated then it would cost
$687,800 to fix all three. Motill
said that price tag is now at
$1.2 million, but that the
Friends orgamzatwn is con-
sistently growing.

“I'm always flattered and
impressed by the level of sup-
port we're getting from the
community,” he said. “There
are people coming forward from
a variety of sources in the
community.”

amm
dehampagne@fliimes.com .



: Q; packet scheduled to have reeche

Fayette (R-54th Dlstnct) on. Monda
_Feb. 7, proposes the conversion of th W]
. former Seneca County elerk’s office’in -
Ovid into a visitors center at & pro_]ected
cost of $141,600, ..~ . .5
That figure comes from the office
Bero Archltecture PC:.of R chés

:Three Bears,, atid ethers met:Sa ’
mormng, ‘Feb. 5,-at the :Ovid.- office,:
National Bank of Geneva to go over the:
Nozzolio-packet and make sure. nothmg ,
“had been left out. Motill-said he:plarined
to deliver the packet to the senator’s
Seneca IFalls office on Monday, Feb. &
- Here is what the Friends of the_’_i’lgree;
Bears have in mind for those buildings.’
‘The middle building (Mama Bear) Would'
become a v151t0rs cen '

_W’Ith the idea :of- dramng tourists - and
-others. The third and smallest building'
..’:(Baby Bear) was once:a’ county clerk’s-
‘office that outgrew:its’ dvailable space.
- It's now a Civil War museum and Would
‘retain that role.  ..cis !
. Motill noted in his letter I:o the sena-
tor that “we chose a strategy that focus-

H=-af

©5 on each building individually and
selected the most endangered structure”
the Mama Bear. Motill said the Friends
have about half of the money needed to
o S ' :




Three Bears
Have New
WebSIte ]

RY NEIL CHAFFIE B o

4 FINGER LAKES COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS / APRIL 6, 2005 . -
Later m-’dlscussmg membershlp in. the :

Contz’nueol Sfrom front

_ website deSIgner 8 Iandscape
archltect and a. rooﬁng co_ntractor
re all. pa.rt of the team at work.

now on the preservahon and upgradmg._
of the buﬂdmgs and: aereage makin

and Patti Payne coordmator of ‘the
Seneca County . Master Gardener, Club;,
have said they’ll check o'see W]
they mlght pIay in the “Thre

Three Bears Wednesday mght, Mar(:h'
30, at the Ovid courthouse s bemg ut_

" doing” to tourxsts hlstory buffs,
vation ‘groups and others %in &
~ sional way.”. Among the Friends m
bership will be.“‘editors”; assignéd
chore of keeping the site up fo'date..

" The site will deal with history, of the1 |
area, re-use plans for. the. ‘courthouse.
amplex, how to find Ovid and its court-
-1se complex, items for sale in a gift
and a desenptlon of a visitor center

ma Bear.

mvolved in Iandscape work. Flow §ar
plants: from the Willard’ gTeenhouse are
often donated to. local commumty prog—
ects, -
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Mama Bear recexved some much need-
ed life support last week.

The middle building in. the county com-:"
pIex in Ovid - which formcrly housed the

Govemor George Pat aki Mon" 'ay
'Ihe govemor sa1d the fune | .

Pevetlle | Botorenn the Lo es
/ipr‘ﬂ : 'l‘d’l-CJOS_-—'.

Route 414 wittlef tur lae placed




Three U o
Slots Wlth Bears’ ‘Frlends"

BY NEIL CHAFFIE

senior software engineer, an assis-

tant tourism director and a chemi-

cal dependency counselor are the
newest nominees for openings with the
Board of Trustees of the Friends of the
Three Bears.

Selected by a Friends noxmnatmg com-
mittee and being sent on to the executive
cornmittee for its consideration are the
names of Robert Myers of Rochester, a
senior software engineer and developer of
the Friends of the Three Bears Web site, -
Phyllis Motill of Ovid, who is with the
Seneca County Tourism. ofﬁce as assistant.
tourism dlrector, and Thomas J. Bouchard

LRI

testing and deliv

Truste

of Willa.rd chemieal dependency counselor .
at the Willard Drug Treatment Campus,
Barry Roach, nominating committee -

- chafrman, will present the names to the

executive committee during a meeting th1s_
month for consideration. If approved by -
that committee, Roach goes then to the
board of trustees during a quarterly meet-
ing in June to recommend the electmn of
the trio. - :

Eastinan Kodak for 28 years: Heis expenw
enced in software design, system analysis;
project management, program codmpg,
d mmntenance

" Myers has

 organization, plann

Myers, - former Ovid r dent_ nd '
“graduate of Iocal ‘sehools, h wwiths

r s credentlaled alcohol 'nd Substang abus
;expenence Wlth e

software applications. and.is knowledge-,;_
able.in the: area of. datab € =

- Hers: etrengthe com

(‘(mf'r’nwprf A A

ch\

d
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counselor and holds a St. John Fishs
College hachelor of arts degree in psycho
ogy. He has been at the Willard Dru
Treatment Campus since 1997 and has ha
11 years in the field of human services i
the care of inpatient, residential and deve
opmentally disabled clients. -

The Friends have numerous commis
tees with plenty of room to spare. Myers
for example; would be added to the out
reach team of Ada Kool, Megan Mullin
and Joanne OiConneli. Phyllis Moti
would work alongside Roach, Muilins an
Scott B. Adams, a park reuse committee
There is a park development committe
yet to be filled out. Another is fund raising

The rehab team consists of Dan Motil
Charles Mullins Jr,, Robert Covert, Dal
Theetge and Kit Kalfs. Charged with the
administration are Dan Motill, Ada Kool
Cheryl Westervelt, Karen Corning, anc
Ovid Atty. Mark Sinldewicz. Those group:
all report to the president and an executive
committee monthly with any decision
going each quarter to the entire hoard o
trustees for further discussion and voting.

Dan Motill told the executive commit
tee and others during a Tuesday, April 26,
meeting that roofing. work on the Mamse
Bear was in high gear. He said later tha
the job will be finished up this first weel in

' May. Workmen were awaiting the arrival
of more materials. Motill said attention is
" now being focused on the Baby Bear and
“ the replacement of its roof this summer
-“Theetge, of the rehab team, said the roof-
~ing job was decided upon for fear the roof
“on that building might not hold up through

~.another winter. The only cost will be for
cmaterials. Yolunteer workmen are going to
“do that job, As for the recent $60,000 state
grant, Motill said a formal presentation is
~ahead- with the state Office of Parks,
“Recreation .and Historie Preservation

involved. The Friends intend to match that
‘grant and. invest those dollars in the
$120,000 structural repair of the Mama
"‘Bear, a building due to become a visitoris

~eenter, No date has been sent for the pres-
‘entation,
- In another development, the

i‘Community Bank and the- Geneva

":National Bank in Ovid are allowing the use
“of space for a shde presentation on the
Three Bears proiect.



Schedule for Building
Restoration ;_.‘,_:_.release@.

BY NEIL CHAFFIE

entative dates for the lettmg of" ounty.:
Tbids and the beginning ¢ of exterior b
work. on the former Sene
. County cIerks office (Mama - Bear)
beginning to fall into place. = :
Bids for the $120,000 project coul'
awarded this fall and work begun as edr :
- 1y as November. If those dates are met
the two-year project could carry a’cor-
pletion date of Dec. 81; 2007, including :
. 90-day period to cIose out alI document
tion. . :
..Final- plans and spemﬁcatlo

- could
be in place this summer- and’ bids award-' v
- ed as early 4s November - Dates: and T TequtE
plans for the project were hammeredout
- during a June 17 meetmg betw
Motill, presxdent of the Friend
Three Bears, Seneca’ County pIanner
Harriet Haynes and: two state officials,
Chris Capella Peters; historic sites = O4PRO4LS
restoration coordinator with the Central . Th
New York State Parks ‘regional head—_
~-quarters in’ Jamesville, ‘and Kathleen ~
Damiiana, regional grants officer” with
the Finger Lakes Region, state Ofﬁce of
Parks, Recreation and" Hlsto g
Preservation in Trumansburg B
Listed as an awards meeting, the 90—
minute session dealt primarily with what
' the state expects for the $60,000 it has’
approved for the project. The other.
$60,000 is being raised locally by the
Friends with the financial help of S¢neca-
County, the town of Ovid and the" vﬂla 7
of Ovid. The work being talked ab
this time involves only the exterior of th
building. Another $140,000 is going t to
needed for interior work and the conver-
sion of Mama Bear irito a visitor,s center :
Peters said during the meeting in: the”
county office building in Waterloo that
the $60,000 grant included funds: for- a‘
new roof, With the roof project already
in place and paid for with funds raised by
the Friends, it means there s $16;000 in
state monies that can be invested else- |
where in the exterior rehab of the bulld—
ing, - .. |
Both Peters and Damian said again.
durmg the meetmg that the progress. ﬂcnl@hghtlmk com.

Oui d (!7@-—(/—@}}@/
G-20-0¢



- Ovid Holds Mama Bear
Fundralser Conc

BY NEIL CHAFFIE

rgamzers of vad’s Concerts in
the Pa.rk have demded thelr _Au

- The™ featured’ perf
August concert mclud

from the 19203 Concert proceed
bemg get aside to: heIp mth the_resto

bulldmg known-as the Mama e
2 largest pf the three, the eourth '

Bears, the noﬁ;ptofi
-+ ing to restore the cou

stands at 256, including 203 mdm als

and 53 instifutions. .
Dan Motill, president of the Fhends
urged officers and executive committee
members during a meeting Tuesday,




Speading

across the state- 8

BY NEIL CHAFFIE- . '

- eéfinéWétiﬁesda night, June
]\’ I 29th; trustees representing. .
Bears learned that: thelr-drlve-to Pre~

serve and find new uses for the historie
Seneca county courthouse complex in-x

happening.” by. the. AH_) i
(Gazette, the Preservatlon

lished: both news anci feature storle

The. awareness “of ‘those “groups; ; .
Motill told the quartterly meetmg of the’
Fnends, “Opens doors to morerfundlng':l '

sources.”
Praise for the progress made-by th

Friends: also has come: ‘from - politieal,
ﬁgures and representa.tlves of -state:

agencies workl'ngthh'the I nds.l

same treatment next month?'

The Friends have™a $60;000 grant"
via the state’s environmental protec ;

tion fund and {s busﬂy arrangxng the

. requ]red matchmg funds. Those dol-:
" 'lars will be used for the rehablhtatlon'

of 'the middle building, Mama Bear:

* Motill said $15,000 s béing tommit= |
ted by the Friends via their diles and" ;

various fundraisers. The villagé’ of Ovid

~ and the town of Ovid have each added

comitinied on page 10

new roof The smaller ‘of - thé 'hree;‘.
buildings, Baby Bear, will Tecéive the
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Continued

$1,500. Another $500 has been con-

. tributed by the New York State .

Department of the Sons of Union

“Veterans.

Additional monies in the amount of
$25,000 represents a state grant made
possible through the efforts of state
Senator Michael F. Nozzolio. State
Assemblyman Brian Kolb arranged for
a $5,000 state grant,

Motill said he will ask the Seneca
County board of supervisors to con-
tribute $11,500 during a fortheoming
meeting.

Inaletter to board chairman Robert
Shipley, the Friends president said the
assistance of state, county and local
governments represents a collective
supportf that is “another example of the
benefits resulting from preservation
sensitive partnerships formed by the
Friends of the Three Bears and recep-
tive organizations.”

Those willing to contribute, Motill
added in the letter, “see the merit in
preserving these historic landmarks
and are willing to join this partnership.”

Discussing other developments of
the past 21 months, Motill reported “We
have made good progress by any meas-
ure.”

‘What the Friends intend is the con-
version of Mama Bear into a visitor’s
center at a cost of about $260,000. About
half would be invested in exterior work
and the rest used for interior changes.

Motill said it would be appropriate
this year to begin Mama Bear’s rehabu
itation in some form because that build-
ing became the Ovid Free Library just
100 years ago and continued in that role
for 60 years.

He referred to 2005 “as a sipnificant
milestone” in the lifetime of the Mama
Bear.

The third building in the complex is
the courthouse (Papa Bear). All three
are largely unused with county offices
now in Waterloo. The courthouse, how-
ever, will be the site of an August meet-
ing of the county board of supervisors.
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ommander of the Sons of

rans, Department of New -

re roof area was stripped
with one-half inch piywood
. Theetge said severe water
he southwest corner of the
quired some extra work
plywood could be applied.
roof has an ice and water
new drip edge. Fifty-year
7 make up the north side of
h the south side to be cov-
[nesday.
work was done and is con-

e done by these generous
Theataa anid

On Top of Things

BY NEIL CHAFFIE

olunteer members of the Sons of

‘ ; Union Veterans came from as far
away as Ithaca on Saturday,

Aug. 27, to help with the removal of the
old roof and addition of a new roof on
the former surrogate clerk’s office, one

of the three buildings making up the

Wednesday, Aug. 81, weather permit

sisted of 16¢al brisimessmen and mem-
bers of a Boy Scout troop.

" Dan Motill, president of the Friends
of the Three Bears, said the volunteers
saved the Friends about-$3,000. The
lone eost was for materials and came to
a little more than $2,000. Had the work-
" ers been paid, the ¢cosat would have more

than doubled. ’

“We owe these people luneh,” Motill
said. A crew worked all day Saturday,
did some additional touching up and
planned to. have the project completed
on Wednesday, Aug. 31 if the weather
cooperates.

The roof is the second to be replaced
at the courthouse complex. The middle
building {the former county clerk’s
office) was replaced earlier this year.
The-courthouse roof is to get its turn at
some time in the future.

Motill said the decision was made to

ting. Additional help on Saturday qon=ie-

Volunteers Tackle
Roofing Job In Ovid

replace the roof on the surrogate
clefk’s office, mow housing the
Caywood Camp, Sons of Unien
Veterans, after contractors took a look
and figured it would not hold up anath-
er winter.

Dale Theetge of Ovid, a trustee with
the Friends of the Three Bears, said he
would track down a volunteer team

- from among Boy Scout Troop 78 and

“We owe these peoﬁ]e lunch.”

Dan Motill, ﬁresi-
dent of the Friends
of the Three Bears -

the Sydney Camp 41, Sons of Union
Vetorans and set an Aug. 27 date to d¢
the work. '
From the community came Warc
Crafts, Charles Mullins Jr. And Davic
Tillinghast. The Ovid Federatet
Chureh sponsored Boy Scout Troop Tt
contributed scoutmaster Ed Theetge
assistant scoutmaster Bob Jennings
and Scouts Brian and Peter Jennings
Robert, Nicholas and Dale Theetge.
From Sydney Camp 41 came com )
mander Lyman Baker, secretary Ra;
Baker and senior vice commande
Douglas Duel. The eider Dale Theetg

continued on page 1
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During the year end meeting of the Friends of the Three Bears non-
check from the Nutional Organization of the Sons of Union Veterans
preservation of the "Little Bear” building on Ovid's Main Street. From left
and Dan Motill, A center are Barry Roach, Ada Cool, Karen Co
Kalfs and Charlie Mullins. All are trustees of the organization.

is

profil corporation, trustee Dale Theetge presented $5OO grant
of the Civil War. The award 1s to be used for the restoration and

to right in front are Phyllis Motill, Naomi Brewer, Theetge
rring, Mary Willers, Tom Bouchard and Bob Muyers. In back are Kit

Bears Seeks New Ways to

Motivate Members

BY PAULETTE LIKOUDIS

A, s rain fell on the evening of June 28,
trustees of the Friends of the Three
4. A Bears were high and dry in the his-
toric Papa Bear courthouse building. Their
spirits were also high, as they reviewed the
past vear and made plans for the future.
- The group was formed three years ago to
advance the restoration and preservation
of the prominent complex of three match-
ing brick buildings on Ovid's Main Street.
Although donations are up hy 45 per-
cent, metbership dues payments are
down. There ave 249 current, active mem-
bers. "Basicaily, we're in good shape finan-
. clafly, but individual members are going

down as a result of getting farther from
the kick-oft," said Motill.

Motill szid, "Over time many factors
compete for members' attention and
resourees.... Continuous progress on reha-
bilitation projects will keep the public
aware and interested in the restoration
effort.” The president said that after
three years of dealing with memberships
and encouraging members to be loyal to
paying renewal dues, the organization has
begun to look at ways to motivate mem-
bers.

"We've learned that our members are
gambiers. People who don't pay dues buy
wine raffle tickets,” said Motill. A single
case of raffled Americana wine brought in

,’,5’ (:)G?

$1100 for the group. It was won by Verona
Village resident Betty Potter, who doesn't
even drink wine. She gave the prize to her
grandchildren. o '

-The Friends now hope to encourage
prompt payment of dues by giving each
member payingin his anniversary month 2
free raffle ticket for the chance to win $40
worth of gasoline. The cost of each individ-
ual membership is $25 per year, and busi-
ness memberships are $50 per year,

It the raffle approach is suceessful, said
Motill, "It will mean less reminders,
stamps, phone calls and e-mails."

Trustee Dale Theetge, New York State
Department Commander and a represen-
tative for the David G. Caywood Camp
chapter of the Sons of Union Veterans of
the Civil War, announced that he had
applied for and received a $500 contribu-
tion to be used in restoration of the "Little
Bear" building. The naticnal organization
has increased ifs funding of such causes

continued vn puge b
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from $6000 to $12,000 per yeax;_.sup_ported

by its 6000 dues paying members. - .

An exhibit "at the Ovid Strawberry
Festival brought in $60 for’the' Friends of
the Three Bears, reported secretary
Karen Corning, who added that the public

 exposure was good. Mrs. Corning was a

winner in the event's strawberry bake-off

- contest with her torte entry, and trustee

Phyllis Motill won recognition. for a pIe she
submitted for judging. :
Outgomg trustee Kit Kalfs gave a
report of his efforts to restore the facia and
architectural moldings of the "Baby Bear"

building, the 1845 Seneca County clerk's

office. "We're going to have to ge_t__a good
restoration carpenter-to meet historical
preservation guidelines." Kalfs has made

" contact with area builders, and said he

would like to see some pieces of original
eonstruction kept, if possible. .
Speaking for Project Manager Robert

Corning, absent from the June meeting,
“Motill said plans are set for the rémoval

and replacement of unsafe steps and fail-
ings leading to the Papa Bear The Seneca

~ County manager and the New York State -
' Historic Preservation Office have’

approved the project definition.

A county building permit for the step j

project has been applied for at no charge
to the Friends. "We'll be meeting the-bal-

ance between code and historic - g'tude- :

lines,” noted Charlie Mullins."

Work on the steps is expected to begm_

by mid-July, and volunteers will be needed
for tearing out, nailing and painting, said
Motill. The cost-is expected to be $800 at

the ‘most, possibly as low as $600.

Peterman Lumber Company of Seneca
Falls has agreed to offer a 20 percent, dis-
count on materials.

Trustee Barry Roach gave a detailed
report of plans o remove an underground
gasoline storage tank at the Mama Bear
building, currently used as a substation by

the Seneca County Sheriff's Department.,
The building was. also home to the Ovid

Library at one time.

Roach reported, "Bero and associates
have said they won't touch that building
until the tank is gone." The Rochester
architectural firm has been selected to car-
ry out tasks designed to stabilize the exte-
rior walls of the Mama Bear building.

"Seneca’ County listed: on't__e' fat

.,vthe ﬁrst ,:' arters ‘of .
trustee Bob Myers of
) letatlons Have doubléd sin

Although no complications are-expect-__
ed, guidelines for hids on the tank removal
will need the approval of the New York
State Office of Parks, Recreatlon and
Historic Preservation, the New York State
Office of Historie Preservation and other
Seneca County officials_before :being. - -
released for bid. The Three Bedrs build- -~ -
ings are owned by Seneca County. . e

Roach ‘also reported that. trtistee and ™+
attorney Mark Sinldewicz has dratted a
iéase proposal for continued ‘1isé “of the .
property by the Friends. Some. exclusmns,
related o utilities. used by the Sheriff's -~
department wﬂl have to b worked ut:

torical register. "We're plo

said he i is stﬁl Ieekmg fo
three bu]ldmgs'f T i

board. Trustee Tom Bouchard 'lef:fhead' o
the nominating committee, and he asked = .
for helpmsﬁtmgthrough resurnes provid- - -
ed by the half dozen members interested .
in the pﬁsltlﬁﬁ _
About a dozen trustees serve rotatmg,_ :
e!ected three-year ‘terms: Individuals rep- - :
resentmg SiX area orgamzatmns wﬂI_. '
remain. trustees as long as they are '
interested. S
‘The next public event offered by the B
Friends will be a free Baby Bear -

Concert, scheduled for Tuesday, July 18,

at 5 p.m. Popular singer Alice Dietrick of -
Lodi will perform on the lawn - that
evening. - For .more 1nformat10n v1s1t
WWW. frlendsofthethreebears com.



** ‘improvemet projects has to do with the - another volunteer; Dale: Theetge -
l:f'

~ place just in time for the September 26 Dew stairs Thursday night, Oct. 5, ‘wher

- and various improvements. pver the past )
. summer ‘months, making it the busiest”
. season for the complex in.years. And

Cuid Yazehe /V7H—

Courthouse Complexi: |
Gains A Followmg

BY NEIL CHAFFIE - -~ - : Gone are-a’ set of steps that. were
— : ' deemed "an acczdent Wamng to: happe

The Seneca County courthouse 0fﬁc1als recall the old steps ‘came el se:

complex in Ovid hasn’t lacked for ™0 trlPPng up’ former: Seneca woun
meetings, gathermgs concerts manager Kelth As_hby--’l_‘he;q

Through‘ the' volunteer: hours: i
there is more to come in N ovember and carpenter;Robert Cornmg, th
December: were removed and:-new. i1
One of the most - talked about - Railings- were- cleaned: andl ainted::

new front steps.at the courthouse, in Others will get: their first Igok at the

meeting of the Seneca County board of the tristees of the Friends of: theThree _ i
supemsors _ Bears hold their quarterly ‘meeting at '
- - the courthouse That meetmg }oegms at R

' eetmg -’_c.he're would not

is additional diS(;‘u'sSi_or_l'haVing’" todo Wlth
alease agreement, that the Friends and

.couinty Tofficials ‘are. going

organizations

officials: Also ‘expedted Thirsday night”

Courthouse |

D
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Much Work On Three |

Bears Is Out of Sight

Ovid courthouse complex work inside job now o

BY NEIL CHAFFIR

he Seneca County courthouse

I complex in Ovid, often referred to

as "the Three Bears" doesn’t look

much different than it did when the

Friends of the Three Bears’ organized

five years ago with plans to preserve the

buildings and find new uses for then, - _

But as for looks, hold on. The ‘colrt-

- house itself sports a new set of front
steps. o

And you'll need a ladder to see anoth-

. er improvement: a roof on the middle

 While the public isn't seeing ‘much

outside aetivity, it is because inside work: Pega
~is now taking place. Under:- Tom
7./ Bouchard of Willard, a group. of college -

" students was the first to tackle the néed-
-ed clean-up of the second floor of the
/middle building. An adult clean-up crey

. followed up, o ,

* . _Thesecond floor walls, along-with'the

1. itself is to be removed in favor of 2 mez-
- +i-What's taking. place iz the. il
eonversion of the middle building (Mama
Bear) into a visitors’ center with & vital
ole as a segment of the Cayiiga and
eneca Lake Wine ‘Trails: ¢urrently
atering to thousands of tourists, . - .
“-The Friends .and work CrEWS--Were
unable to get into the Mama.- Bear.any
ooner because of its use by the.Seneca
ounty Sheriff’s Department; With the

‘Enforcement Center.on_ Rt.-96.:in
Romulus, the department shifted its
business there and cleared the way for
work to begin on the Mama Bear. N

- While beginning the conversion of the
building into a new use and concerning

£ .cent buildings, & courthouse and a clerk’s
office building, the Friends are function-

.. The trustees receive monthl

oming of the county’s Law -

- and we're grateful for that,”

. themselves with needs of the two adja— '

terly to deal with the business. of the -
organization. A board of directors meets
monthly and more often if there is a

ing with Some 20 trustees mesting quar-

need, .. - .

I recetve monthly reports - -
on. the status-of the_ overall -project,.
fundraising, membership, public 1.
tions, concerts, the web site and
developments, from trustees specializing -
in those different areas. Enlisting ven.
dors for "the. annual Ovi

ourthouse complex. A second show fol
lows on.Aug. 14 at 6 pm; featuring |

Swamp College Brass Quintet at 6 p.m, -~
The quintet specializes in classical brass
andjazz. "‘; B : . N _

i celling, are due now for a pa;mt"jt)b and 1 Tudbo
L that is to take place shortly. The ‘floor

courthouse and the adjoining bt
<" When we first started five ye
we were very. visible. inswhat .3
doing and getting o
Friends president Dan

that time, I

* "The level of support is not falling off
Motill

addEd‘ S Gt
In addition, he- praised the Seneca
County Board of Supervisors and vari-
ous county officials for their sipport of -
the courthouse complex project. In addi-
tion to the support of loeal people, Motill
said solid backing has also come from
both the Ovid Board of Trustees and the
Ovid Town Couneil. ' o
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Ovid Courthouse recelves |
S

funding

State Senator Michae] Nozzolio con-

tinued his strong support for the preserva- -

tion of local historical buildings Saturday

" (June 14) by announcing he has secured a
$60,000 state investment to continue the
restoration of the three historic courthouse
buildings known as ‘The Three Bears’.
Senator Nozzolio previously secured
$25,000 for a Mama Bear Building stabi-.
-lization project which precedes the current
inside conversion project this $60,000
supports. The announcement came during
Flag Day ceremonies Saturday.

“Seneca County has been the Site of
many significant events in our nation’s
history,” said Senator Nozzolio. “It is
critical that we invest.in and preserve
the buildings that played such an impor-
tant role in our region’s history and I am
extremely pleased to secure funding to
invest in the restoration of courthouse

complex. 1 would like ta thank Dan Motill

of the Friends of Three Bears and all those
who work so hard to preserve these build- .
ings for future generations.”

The announced funding will be used to
restore the second largest building, which
served as the County Clerk’s office, in the

- courthouse complex. The building will be
converted mid a regiomal visitors center
that will be dedicated to educating the pub-
lic about the historical significance of the
courthouse complex in Ovid. The staff at the

- visitors center will be trained to give tours of

the courthouse buildings and will also worl
with local historical -societics to provide
information on the history of the region.”
The new visitor center will become re-
gional center for the historical socicties in
the Séneca County towns of Ovid, Lodi,

Interlaken, Varick, Fayette and Romuius. In

addition, the visitors center will serve both

to promote the local wine industry:

GENE PIERCE OF the Cayuga-Seneca
Wine Trail said, “We are truly grateful
for Senator Nozzolio’s support of the wine
and grape 1ndustry This visitor’s center
will greatly assist our efforts in making
more people aware of the presence of our
local wineries and brmg add1t1onal Tev-
enues into our area.”

Motill, president of Friends of the Three
Bears, said,.“This year is the fifth anniver-
sary of our work to stabilize, restore and;
convert the historic buildinigs that are key to |
our local history’. The conversion of the sec- |
ond building into a regional-visitors center
is critical to our etforts to reach out to local
residents and tourists and encourage them

to keep coming back. There are a mumber |-

of exciting projects that we are undertaking
and I would like fo thank Senator Nozzolio
for once again partnering with us and sup-
porting our efforts to restore these historic
“buildings that gre so Important to Seneca
County.”

Motill added the senator’s contmumg '

encouragement and verbal recognition of

the work of the Friends of the Three Bears
engenders others to step forward. “In the ‘
course of the last five years, we have been|
supported by 15 organizations to a varying | |
degree — many of which are the result of the|
senators” verbal recogmition,” he said. |

Nozzolio added, “This historic courthouse
is the place where Seneca County’s history|
was créated and this state funding will allow,
Ovid fo continue to preserve the great histori- I[
cal significance that this facility represents to
Seneca County,” conchided Nozzolio. - !

The Three Bears courthouse complex was
named to the National Reg':slry of Hxstoncal
Places in 1976 For addltlonal mformamon,|

Landﬁll helps Mama Bear get ready ‘-

for visitors

Dan Motill (left), president of the Fr:ends of the Three Bears,
accepts a check from Carl Casaccia, community relations direc-
tor for Seneca Meadows Landfill, to. help convert Mama Bear,

_.(of the historical Three Bear buildings in Ovid), into a visitor’s

:center. The Seneca Meadows Landfill contribution brought the
‘total gift up to $4,000 (2007-08) toward the project. Other orga-
nizations, such as ITT/Goulds, Seneca County and The Friends
of the Three Bears have also donated, hut many more funds are
needed to reach the $90,000 goal. If you wish to make a chari-
table contribution to this beautiful and historic building, send
your check to Friends of the Three Bears, P.O. Box 75, Ovid,

- NY 14521-0075. Friends of the Three Bears is a nenprofit, tax
exempt corporatmn.




By PAULETTE LIXOUDIS
: Fivaer Lokes TiMES

OVID — The restoration of
the historic “Three Bears”
courtkouss ecmplex will con-

tiriue thanks to a $€0,000

state grant that will go to-
ward converting. the middle
building into a regional visi-
tors center

Sen. Michael Nozzolio, R~

54 of Fayette, anmounced the -

state funding during a Satur-
‘day morning Flag Day cere-
mony on the " steps of . the
“Papa Bear” building.. -

“Beneca County hLas been

the site of many significant-

events in our natjon’s histo-
ry;,” said Nozzolio, speaking to

‘ an andience of about 100. peo-

R ple. “It is cntlca.l that we in-

- vest ‘in' and “preserve  the:
. “buildings that played such an
: Jmportant role i in our rﬂgmn '3

history ...
He tha.nked Dan Motill,
president .of the Friends of

the Three Bears, “and the.
‘group’s members for their of-

" forts to preserve the build-

< I‘ic-wzoho

ings
prewously se-

- cured $25,000 mn state funds

weather' physical

for vestoration: work at the

"three Main Street bu:lldmgs

Following Nozzolio, Assem:-

blyman Brian Kolb, E-129 of .

Canandaigua, read an ‘essay

. -on the American flag written -
by Midlakes . sixth.

xth-grader
Hannah Smith. In her essay,
Smith said seeing the Améri-
can flag made her think of
her grandfather, who served
in the Marine Corps.. She
likened the. country’s people’
te the flag, saying both
changes
over time. -

Seneca County Manager
Suzanne Sinclair said  the .

* American flag has endured in

standing for. personal free-
doms that kéep the entire
country free, and Naval Re-
seTve Commander Tom Watt

traced the history of the flag,
notmg that it has become the

“most widely recognized sym-.

bol for the freest, most di-
verse people in the world.”
“Why else would so many
want to immigrate to- this
country?’ Watt asked. Hs
added -that the sight of the
American flag “ﬁ]ls‘ my chest

-with pride and my heart with

emotion every singla time.”

Those in attendance, in- '
clzding Kolb and Nozzolis, |

Paulette Lioudis / Finger Lakas Tihes
Sen. Muchaeﬂ N@z..mﬂu@, R-B4 of Fayeite, was ameong tha
speah(eufs at Saturday’s Flag Day Ceremony at the "W-uﬁ-ase :
Bears” courthouse wmpﬂex n Cvid. Mozzdlic anmounced |
.gﬁ?‘@@O In state funding for restoration of the mud@ﬁﬂ@ 5
" fow mé ;

signed letters of suppori'. tobe |
sent to active. military: peg- ,

sonnel Students from South

Seneca’s eighth-grade- ¢lass -

assisted by* placing flags |

".'along the sidewalk and dis- ;
tributing “Our Flag” booklets |
.and other information; - ‘

i
:

Thé ceremony also include | -

patriotic songs and a co}.dr
guard presentation. -

" additiopal -

-]/ L—- '/{ Trael
=12~ 0%

‘l/]u-.f::’;,

Mozzolio also delfered
some good. news fix tHe !
Clyde-Savannah School Dis-
ixict yésterday, saying be hag 4
secured a $20,000 state gramt
to continue its Readm,.rust 3

eatly literacy program.,

That announcsment wag*-

._'*,- E

-made at. Clyde E]ememtary j

Sehool.
TReading First, ‘W]llc]l ustab-
lishes hwh-qudzty, COTpre-

-hensive reading instruction

in- - kindergarten through ..
grade three, was in danger of*
being discontinued aftewr sig-
nificant cuts in federsl Fund-
‘ing. Without the state funds, .
the continuation of the pre-
gram wonld have required.

local taf\_t:ayer |
funding. 1
_“Bven in these tough finan

cigl times, it is criticalls im-
portant that New Yori state ',
continuss to make wise in-
vestments in our children,”
said Nozzolio. “The benefiis |
of early literacy ave exireme-
ly important for sueressin to-
day’s dompetitive - eavirch- -

ment. When childran become
good readers m the early
grades, they are more Hlkely
to become -beiter lepeners
threughout their schoel 5rea.r~.=
and beyond.” :

- - pEA
ﬂrzmes@ﬂ irres.com




National TV
Recognition
For ‘The
‘Bears’

BY NEIL CHAFFIE

: he Seneca County court-
house complex in Ovid is

going to get some national

recogmtlon about the fll'St of next

month

Lifestyle Network’s producers om. 4’

-seareh for: places to visit and things to

do in New York State. He decided; with’ _

the help of the Seneca County
Chambeér of Commerce,  that the his-
toric courthouse complex in Ov1d mer-
ited his attention.

While William Temberton operated 3

the camera, D’Aluisio spent about 20
minutes interviewing Dan Motill, pres-
ident of the Friends of the Three
Bears, the local non-profit agency
involved in the preservation.and care
of the complex.

D’ Aluisio, leaving Ovid for a ride on
Seneca Lake, said the team had shot
some film and did some interviews in
the north-end of the county. The follow-

The Ovid Gazette
July 29, 2009

ing couple of days, he said, would be
spent in the team’s trailer producing
material to be shown on the lifestyle’s

Web site at
www.myamericanlifestyle.net about
the first of August.

The network, the producer said, "is
an entertainment and travel service
owned by Multi-Media Productions
LLC of Pear!, Mississippi." Producers,
he added, spend their time seeking out

events and places of interest that nor-

mally do not attract much attention.
He said he learned about efforts to
preserve and find new uses for the

courthouse complex in.Ovid through

Chamber of Commerce officials and
decided the work of the Friends of the
Three Bears was worthy of a visit.
After getting Motill on film, D’Aluisio

and cameraman Temberton spent a !
half hour or so shooting still photos of !
the interior of all three buildings mak- -

ing up the complex.

Depending upon scheduling, the two
men said they would like to return next
year to have a look at the stabilized
middle building, which awaits the com-
ing of contractors about the first of
August. The interior of the building
has been totally razed, Motill pointed
out, and is to become 4 visitor’s center

sometime next year. The stabilization

cost has been put at about $100.000.

Looking in on the lifestyle ne’t—?

work’s Web site, one finds producer

D’Aluisio and Temberton with. several

Chamber of Commerce. -

Canajoharie résident Rob Meacham!
takes the visitors on a tour of the com-
munity and there are other.stops at the.
Crystal Grove diamond mine, the Fort.

Plain museum, the Windfall Dutch
Barn in Salt Springville and a look at
the village of St. Johnsville. }

"Seneca County, New York coming

soon,”" reads the Web site.
Like other Qvid visitors,

complex, the Three Bears. Motill said
it may have come from a serviceman
back in the 1940s when the Sampson
Naval Training Center and the Seneca
Army Depot were in operation.

D’Aluisiof
wondered about the local name for the

- intergiews’ of- peoplein Montgomery.

§ i
Joe D Almsw i¥ ore of the Amerlcan_ _County, including Dolores Jacksland,

‘president of the Canajoharie- Palatme;



